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FROM THE EDITOR

Community & Relationship

WRITE TO US:
What are your thoughts
on this issue? What topics or perspectives do
you want to read about
or hear from? We love
getting feedback. Send
your message via e-mail,
Facebook, Twitter or letter
and please include your
name, address and daytime phone number. New
Identity Magazine, P.O. Box
375, Torrance, CA 90508.
Phone: (310) 947-8707;
feedback@newidentitymagazine.com

Like what you’re
reading?
PLEASE support our
nonprofit magazine by
DONATING today.
www.
newidentitymagazine.
com
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The first commandment (and final in our series) is where God begins
a community with us. It begins when he says, “You shall have no other
gods before me.” He is making a bond with us and us with him. The
“you” is referring not to the individual, but rather a “you all” or “you
as a group.” Previous promises so deep were made by God with
individuals, those such as Abraham to bless his future decedents, Noah
to spare his family, Moses to lead the Israelites to the promised land,
but in the 10 Commandments it marks the first time God makes a
connection with an entire group, a people, a community–the Israelites.
What an amazing honor and blessing to be brought into a community
by the living, powerful and awesome God of the universe. We need
each other. We need to belong. We need the Lord to lead us. How
incredible that God would extend this relationship to us. It was a
privilege for the Israelites to be so included, and it is a privilege for us
too. (For more on this great invitation read Erica Mongé-Greer’s 1st
Commandment ar ticle “Lord of All” on pg. 16.)
We can never exhaust the great ways in which we can be a par t of
God’s community and can never interact too much with him. We should
be grateful that we are so included and loved by the Lord and willingly
commit to his community. The exact shape this community may take
may look different for you depending on what life stage you’re in, where
you live or who you’re around. Being in God’s community gives our lives
meaning and gives us a purposeful way to flourish in this life. Whether
you get involved in your local church, suppor t missionaries, lead bible
studies or pray without ceasing, we all can play our par t in God’s
greater picture of unity and connectedness. Check out some of the
great ar ticles in this issue that show different ways of interacting in this
community. “A Different Kind of Neighbor” by Lindsey Frederick is about
being involved in the lives of those around you, “Allowing God to Move”
by Sarah Mariano is about about embracing the Holy Spirit’s leading in
your daily life, and “In A Field Longing To Be Fed” by Steven Butwell is
about the prodigal son’s return to God’s community. I encourage you to
embrace your new community, and I believe you’ll see the great blessing
it is in no time.

CAILIN BRIODY HENSON
Editor-in-Chief
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Prayer Notebook by
Kalon Creative is a useful
app designed to assist you in
your prayer life, by helping
you to stay organized and
even reminding you to
pray. You can create prayer
categories such as Global,
Family, and Friends, and
schedule what days of the
week they should appear on
your prayer list. This makes
it easy to prioritize different
needs throughout the week
and not be overwhelmed by a list the seems too long. You can
also write notes on each prayer item if God gives you new ideas or
special insight while you pray. For those that find themselves with
scattered prayer notes and people in their mind that they don’t
want to forget to pray for, Prayer Notebook is a great help for
keep in prayer needs visible and at hand. You can download it for
$1.99 at the iTunes store.

Walk in Love began in
the summer of 2005, when
T.J. Mousetis needed to raise
funds for a missions trip to
Russia. To do so, he bought
100 shirts with the words,
“walk in love” printed on
them and sold them to his
friends and family. Since
then, Mousetis’ love of
designing and selling shirts
blossomed into a full fledged
company with a mission to
“remind people that God
loves them more than they
can imagine. And because
of that love, we too can love
others – no strings attached.”
Today you can buy their designs via their website
shopwalkinlove.com or at their brick-and-mortar stores
located in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and Stone Harbor, New
Jersey.
Modern Inspired Design
offers unique modern Christian
decor and jewelry through
their Esty store. This neat
see-through necklace says the
words “Believe, worship, obey,
pray, love, hope and seek” and
sells for just $12. A great gift
idea. To see their other jewelry
designs or purchase this one
visit www.etsy.com/shop/
moderninspireddesign

The Mentoring Project is an advocacy and training organization in Portland, Oregon that provides mentors to the fatherless
youth by acting as a liason between faith communities and well established matching agencies such as Big Brothers Big Sisters.
Their mission is to “rewrite the story of the fatherless generation” whose current fate is often tied to an increase in gang
participation, teen pregnancy, drug use, dropping out of school or even suicide. Primarily fatherless boys are signed up to recieve
a mentor by their mothers in hopes of giving them positive male role models to help them during their sensitive teen years.
The Mentoring Project believes that by training up mentors in faith communities, the local Church could “effectively shut down
prisons, end school dropouts, curb youth suicide, and reduce homelessness for a large number of boys affected by the fatherless
epidemic.” For more information on how you can become involved or start a conversation in your city about the fatherless
generation, visit thementoringproject.org
www.newidentitymagazine.com			
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GROWTH & MATURITY

In a Field
Longing to
Be Fed

by Steven Butwell

A look at the Parable
of the Prodigal Son

Prodigal |prädigəl| adjective 1 spending money or
resources freely and recklessly; wastefully ex travagant. 2
having or giving something on a lavish scale

T

he Son of Man came to seek and to save
the lost (Luke 19:10), and at nineteen,
I was utterly lost. Jesus found me on
Friday, March 12, 2004 at 4:10 PM. I
encountered him face to face in a vision. Shortly
after I became a Christian I moved to California
to grow in my faith. After four months I knew a
6		 new identity magazine
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lot about Jesus, but I didn’t know him. So I took
what I did know and decided to run from him. I ran
for nearly three years and this changed life for the
worse. I believed life with Jesus was the abundant
life, but I didn’t live that way. I was lost, again. Yet,
despite my faithless lifestyle, Jesus remained faithful,
reminding me daily that life on the run wasn’t for
me. Jesus had the foresight to know that I needed
to run from him to come to my senses, so he let
me run. Not every Christian finds Jesus this way. I
did, and that’s why I can relate to Jesus’ parable of
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the Prodigal Son so well. The following adaptation is
taken from the Parable of the Prodigal Son taught by
Jesus, and found in the gospel of Luke 15:11-32
(NIV).

A son decides he can do life better, apar t from his
father. He requests the inheritance coming to him and
the father grants it. The father allows him to run and
waste his inheritance in a godless lifestyle. Away for
sometime, the son depletes the money. A famine arises
in the land, he is broke, hungry, and his pride hinders
him from returning home. So he gets a disgraceful job,
feeding pigs. He is miserable, even feeding himself with
pig food. He knows his father’s servants live better
then this, and his desperation drives him to change his
circumstances. The son intends to make an earnest
plea to his father, hoping for mercy and forgiveness,
expecting neither. An uncer tain son journeys home,
praying he is confronted by a merciful father. While
the son is still a long way off, the father sees his son
and is f illed with compassion for him; he runs to his
son, throws his arms around him and kisses him. The
son says to the father, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you. I am no longer wor thy to
be called your son.” The father instructs his servants,
“Dress him in the f inest clothes and prepare a great
feast. Let’s eat and celebrate. For my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ Everyone
begins to celebrate. Meanwhile, hard at work in the
f ield is his older brother, having never left. The older
son hears the celebration and asks what is going on.
A worker says, “Your brother has returned home,
safe and sound, so your father is throwing a par ty.”
Enraged, he refuses to celebrate. The father comes
out and entreats him, but he answers his father
“Look, these many years I have served you, and I
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave
me a celebration with my friends. But when this son
of yours came, who has devoured your proper ty in
reckless living, you throw a large par ty!” He rejects
the prodigal as his own brother. The father says to
the older brother, “Look, dear son, you have always
stayed by me, and every thing I have is yours. We had
to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead
and has come back to life! He was lost, but now is
found!”
It’s beautiful; Jesus allows us to choose. A choice to
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

run from God has consequences, but can also help
us come to our senses, like it did the prodigal son.
Longing to be fed, aware he had wronged his father,
and wanting a change, he goes home repentant. Why
do you think the prodigal son really went home? Do
you think he genuinely wanted to change or was he
just sick of eating pig food? The talk of change with
no action leads nowhere, our actions speak louder
than words. If we truly want to change, we will. Sadly,
our inclination is to choose against God, for we all
fall shor t of God’s standards for what is truly good
(Romans 3:23), but a life lived for Jesus can and will
lead us to choose what God would desire we choose.
What about the older brother? Longing to be noticed,
knowing his brother was lost and is now home, and
not even regarding him as his brother? Have you ever
felt overlooked by God? Can you sympathize with the
older brothers anger? I sure can. He may not have
run, but the “look at me”, “I deserve”, self righteous,
bitter attitude also has dire consequences. It’s a poison

Have you run from God? He is
waiting to see you coming so he
can start his sprint toward you!
to the soul and cer tainly not what God desires.
Jesus said; beware of practicing your righteousness
before others in order to be seen by them
(Matthew 6:1). If you desire the recognition that
comes from people, that’s your reward, people’s
applause. God’s reward waits in heaven, for those
who work quietly and humbly for Jesus and not for
people.
So what’s the point? If anyone says they live for
God they ought to walk in the same way in which
Jesus did (1 John 2:6). Jesus never ran from his
father, nor attempted to gain his father’s favor
through works, and would never encourage us to
do the same. Jesus was obedient to every thing his
father asked of him, even dying in a shameful way
on a cross for humankind. If we want to boast
about any works let’s boast about the work that
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Jesus accomplished by saving our lives through giving
his on the cross. The penalty for our rebellion has been
paid in full. We can be reconciled back to God through
a relationship with Jesus. The work of God is this: to
believe that God sent Jesus to save us (John 6:29).
Jesus’ last words on the cross were, “It is f inished”(John
19:30), and he meant what he said. Praise God! “For
by grace you have been saved through faith. and this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result
of works, so that no one may boast”(Ephesians 2:8-9).
God is the father. He embraces the lost and pleads
with the prideful. Jesus’ love and compassion knows
no bounds. He never faults us, asks why, or where
have you been; instead he welcomes us home with
an embrace and joyful celebration. Jesus desires us
to be saved and to understand this truth; in him our
every need is met, all that is his is ours, and he loves
us, period. No matter how far we’ve run or fallen, God

never rejects our coming home. In fact the opposite is
true, he runs to meet us every time.
The years of running from God and working to
gain my salvation wore me out. Personally, I don’t
recommend the prodigal life. In the end, I accepted
there’s no “if’s” that come with Jesus’ love, it’s f inal,
done. We think: If I’ve done ____ God won’t accept
me. If I ____ God will accept me. Not so! There is
nothing you have done that God hasn’t forgiven
through Jesus. Jesus dying on the cross demonstrated
true unconditional love for us, and his resurrection
gives us the conf irmation these things are so. “There
is nothing that can separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord, not death, nor life, nor angels
or rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, not height or depth, not any thing else in all
creation can separate that love” (Romans 8:37-39).

“The years of running from
God and working to gain
my salvation WORE ME OUT.”

Photo © Simone Dall’Angelo | Flickr (CC)

STEVEN BUTWELL
As a pastor and missionary, Steven is zealous to share the gospel of Jesus to anyone and everyone he sees or
knows. Steven is a former atheist who encountered Jesus face to face at age 19 in a vision. Since meeting Jesus,
Steven has devoted his life whole heartedly to serving Him. Steven’s passions include; being a husband to his
lovely wife Jamie, reading the Bible, writing, traveling and public speaking.
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RELATIONSHIP
REBOOT
What does it mean
to be born again?
by Nicholas Sowell
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I

gave my life to Christ on Christmas Eve, 1994
in Riverside, California at Harvest Church.
Harvest Church is better known statewide for
its “Harvest Crusade” festivals every year that
pack the Anaheim Angels baseball stadium. The senior
pastor, Greg Laurie, leads the meetings every year
by bringing the same “why we’re in need of salvation”
message that changes thousands of lives. I was eight
years old, and though I had vaguely heard of Jesus
through my grandparents taking me to church, it
wasn’t until that night on Christmas Eve that I clearly
understood and heard that I needed to surrender my
life to God, to become saved, and be “born again.”

The term “born again” refers to Jesus’ teaching in
John chapter three while he is speaking to Nicodemus.
Nicodemus had heard the phrase before, but didn’t
understand the meaning and questions Jesus as to
what it means. “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) Additionally,
John 1:12-13 says, “But as many as received him, to them
he gave the right to become children of God, to those
who believe in his name: who were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man, but of
God.”

Photo © Brian Wolfe | Flickr (CC)
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In Christianity, we believe in immor tality. Immor tality in
the sense that our souls will live on forever after this life.
On ear th, immor tality seems to be that ever-present
subject out of the realm of possibility and out of arm’s
reach. People want youth forever. People try to find
immor tality through fame, infamy through horrific acts,
or seeking after the latest and greatest health crazes.
People have desires to live forever, and that’s okay–they
should. They’ve been hard-wired to long for that by God.
But the perspective of immor tality needs to be shifted
from immor tality on ear th to where we are actually
immor tal. That is in eternity. Whether you do something
or you do nothing to par tner with Christianity’s beliefs,
it’s the Christian belief that you will find eternal life
or immor tal life. The question isn’t if you have it, the
question is where you’ll have it. If I told you I would give
you an all expenses paid vacation for five years, you’d
probably be pretty excited. But then if I told you it was
to outer Siberia, you probably wouldn’t be too happy.
We need to consider the sacrifice to the destination of

ISSUE 20				
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where our eternal ticket is punched. Our bodies will not
live forever, but our spirits are immor tal. The question
isn’t how you can achieve it; it’s where it will be achieved.

Romans 2:6-7 “God ‘will repay each person according to
what they have done.’ To those who by persistence in
doing good seek glory, honor, and immor tality, he will
give eternal life.”
You were created an ear thly and eternal being, and thus,
have already achieved immor tality as a created spiritual
being by the Lord God Almighty. Just as you wouldn’t
want a five-year-expenses-paid trip to Siberia, you have
to know that you also can’t just go to an airpor t, pick
an airplane headed to Hawaii, hop in first class and
go. There’s a price to be paid for you to do that. Our
eternal destination is no different. The only way to get
to heaven is by paying the price for sins against God
that lead to death, a price no one on ear th has the
ability or wallet size to pay for. The cost is not financial,

as it is there. Jesus shows us the model of bringing
heaven to ear th. For example, there is no sickness in
heaven, Jesus gave us his same authority to lay hands on
the sick and heal them! Not only have we been destined
to walk in the spiritual things of heaven, we’ve also been
called into a community of believers that are structured
“to build one another up.” Jesus loved us so much he
chose to conquer death and offer us eternal life. It was
Jesus that chose to put death under his feet and destroy
it to live in eternity with us. The gift of salvation is a gift
of pure love.

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave
his only son, so that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
To be forgiven of your sin, you need to reach out and
accept what Jesus has done. That looks like confessing to
God, letting him know you’re aware that you’re a sinner
and not good enough to get to heaven. That looks

You were made to not be alone,
you were made to live in community, to do life through
LOVE, GIVING, HUMILITY, AND COMPANIONSHIP,
and God’s love can provide all of that to you and more.
it’s spiritual, and the spiritual cost is pure righteousness.
For tunately for us, Jesus Christ the son of God, paid
that price for us. And the tickets that he paid for us to
get there are plentiful enough for all of us. The catch
here is that even though Jesus has enough tickets for
all of us, it doesn’t mean that we all have a ticket. We
have to come to Christ to get it. He is the only way
to get to heaven. Having paid for the tickets doesn’t
mean they were magically shipped around the world to
everyone who now carries them. He is handing them
out, and crazily and radically enough, he is going around
to EVERYONE’S door and knocking to offer such a gift.
The beauty of salvation isn’t just a “get out of hell” card.
Once you have the ticket, you enter a community of
believers, and a kingdom family. The kingdom of God
can be tapped in to as a believer here on ear th. As Jesus
taught us to pray “thy kingdom come on ear th as it is in
heaven,” we’re taught to bring the kingdom ON EARTH
12		 new identity magazine

		

like acknowledging and choosing to believe that Jesus
actually died for you and putting your faith in him as
your Savior and Lord. John 3:14-15 says that through this
faith you will go to heaven when you die and you’ll star t
having a life on this ear th that is more than wor th living
as well. The truth the world and even many believers
need to hear is that God loves you. God not only loves
you unconditionally, he loves you with more longing,
fervor, and hunger than you could ever imagine. No past
history of wrongs, regardless of how bad, could change
that; and no good deed or great work could increase
it. He is in love with you because you are made in his
image and made to be his children and brought into a
family of God. You were made to not be alone. You were
made to live in community, to do life through love, giving,
humility, and companionship, and God’s love can provide
all of that to you and more. Being born again is to be
made new: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
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creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17) Being born again is to be born into
the family of God as a beloved son or daughter that
gets all of the same rights and privileges as the citizens
of heaven, because once we are adopted in, or accept
our ticket, that’s exactly what we become, citizens of
heaven. When our sins are forgiven, we’re not just an
“improved” version of our old self–we’re a completely
new person! We’re no longer bound to any of the guilt
or shame that previously held us down; instead we are,
spiritually speaking, a brand new creation.
Romans 3:23 states that, “all have sinned and fallen
shor t of God’s glory.” You see, no matter how “good”
we are, no one lives up to the standard of God’s glory
without Jesus covering us. Mother Theresa herself wasn’t
good enough to get to heaven without Jesus covering
her iniquity (immoral behavior). We can’t get there
through works, but rather only through the grace of
God (Eph. 2:8-9). At the cross of Calvary, the righteous
demands of God were satisfied. This was made possible
because Jesus paid it for us. The Bible teaches that if
you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, and asked him
to forgive you of your sin, then when you die you will go

immediately into the presence of God in heaven. What
about the non-believer? As they too are immor tal, the
Bible says if a non-believer dies, they will go to hell. It’s a
message many don’t like to hear, but it’s true.
Becoming born again is about confessing with your
mouth and believing in your hear t that God raised Jesus
from the dead (Romans 10:9). The gospel message of
being born again isn’t about scaring you into submission.
Rather, the focus is on close intimacy with Jesus. The
world often finds religion and what Christians call a
relationship with Jesus to be synonymous. But there is a
vast difference between the two–mainly freedom and
authority. In relationships, so many in the world have
experienced abuse in some form. For many, that abuse
came through as an idea of submission meaning you’re a
slave, or have no rights, sacrificing to the person holding
power over you. Because of this dysfunctional paradigm
that much of our culture has experienced or endured,
any idea of giving control of one’s life over to an
omnipotent God could seem even more overwhelming
when one might consider you’d never escape him. But
that is not true. Godly submission allows us to walk
into a freedom not experienced before. God, the very
creator of love, doesn’t twist or abuse such a faith
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placed in him. He exalts and honors us in the choices
we make. If our hear t is beating with the very one who
gave it to us, we find new levels of love, understanding,
purpose, place and power. To be a Christian doesn’t
mean to be judgmental, condemning, or a fingerpointer. If we look at the model of Jesus and his ministry,
we find that being a Christian actually means being
unconditionally loving, accepting, and honoring.
One of the greatest human fears is death. I would
propose to you that this fear comes from a lack of
knowing where we will wind up when we die. Without
assurance of what comes next, it’s human nature that
anyone would fear the unknown. But as Christians, we
have been given a promise to where “next” is for us. It is
this assurance of life beyond the grave that brings peace,
hope, and confidence in who I am, who I was made to
be, and where I know I’ll be going. This wondrous grace
and hope are available to all, and the gift of being born
again is as sure as the rising of the sun. You need only
but to accept it.

John 14:1-3 “Do not let your hear ts be troubled. You
believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you
that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am.”
The silver lining in all of this is that being born again isn’t
just about eternal, immor tal life. It’s also an invitation to
more in the here and now. It’s an answer and solution
to all that is available in the kingdom of God to you
right now. It’s about a community with God, a body of
believers that are able to cope with life’s problems, deal
with the challenges that relationships bring, and more.
You see, God didn’t just promise us life beyond the grave,

but he also promised us life IN life, abundance in the
midst of life BEFORE death. The Bible says we go from
glory to glory. That means that we don’t go from worse
to even more dire straights – it means we step into a
glory and anointing that surpasses worldly knowledge
and an understanding into a higher perspective and
truth. In conclusion I’ll leave you with this: Christ is the
answer. Christ is the only answer. We are born again
and made new in his image, and with Jesus… life can be
changed completely, including yours.

“Our generation has never seen a man crucified except
in sugary religious ar t… A crucified slave beside the
Roman road screamed until his voice died and then
hung, a filthy, festering clot of flies, sometimes for days–
a living man whose hands and feet were swollen masses

Becoming born again is about
confessing with your mouth and
believing in your heart that God
raised Jesus from the dead.
of gangrenous meat. This is what our Lord took upon
himself, ‘that through death he might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver
them, who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.’ ‘Thou shalt not’ is the beginning of
wisdom. But the end of wisdom, the new law, is ‘Thou
shalt.’ To be Christian is to be old? Not a bit of it. To be
Christian is to be reborn, and free, and unafraid, and
immor tally young.”
–Joy Davidman (From Smoke on the Mountain, © 1954,
Westminster Press, p.20)

NICHOLAS SOWELL
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Christian radio DJ, Christian music production company owner, surf missionary, and now young adults pastor.
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ABIDE
by Ramon Mayo
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W

hat does it mean to abide? The dictionary
defines abiding as staying, living, or
dwelling. When the Bible speaks of
abiding it usually speaks of abiding in
someone rather than something. It usually speaks of
abiding in Christ. And totally boggles the mind. Our
minds can comprehend staying with someone or
near someone. When it comes to staying or living in
someone, that is beyond our understanding. How can
you stay or live in someone? This is something that
our human brains will never be able to digest. Still, it
is a biblical truth that we must explore in order to get
what God wants to communicate to us.

When Jesus spoke of abiding in him he compared himself
to a vine and those who believe in him as branches
connected to that vine. Abiding in Christ means staying
connected to him. It goes beyond being around him. It
is even more than just being surrounded by his people
or things that belong to him. Abiding in Christ means

www.newidentitymagazine.com			

maintaining a connection with him that is so strong
you cannot tell where he ends and you begin. To get a
little more insight into what it means to abide we must
consider the words of Paul to the centurion and the
soldiers who were transpor ting him to Rome “Unless
these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved”
(Acts 27:31). In the story those on board the ship were
caught in a storm and were afraid they were going to
crash into rocks on the shore. Some of the soldiers were
about to escape in secret, and Paul told them unless they
stayed with the ship they could not be saved. The word
stay in the King James Version is translated “abide.” It
means to stay or remain. The destiny of the ship would
be the destiny of those on board. If the ship would be
safe then the crew and passengers would be safe as well.
This is what it means to abide in Christ. His destiny is our
destiny and his life is our life. We must remain connected
to him.

ISSUE 20				

new identity magazine

15

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Lord of All
The 1st Commandment contains
a full life in God’s community
by Erica Mongé-Greer
Photo © matthileo | Flickr (CC)

“I

am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery. You shall have no other gods
before me.”

The first commandment in Exodus 20 establishes for
the people of Israel, who are newly without cer tain
governance, having been successfully and miraculously
led out of their situation of slavery in Egypt, the fact
that their new situation is under God. First of all, and
most impor tantly, the Israelites are to understand that
Yahweh (LORD) is the God who performed miracles,
who led them safely out of slavery and who promised
them a life of freedom and security. The Israelites are
instructed not to place worship of any other god before
16		 new identity magazine

		

Yahweh, the LORD God, who is now the only God who
the Israelites worship. The first commandment becomes
the foundational premise for all other commands that
appear in the biblical text that follows. Because of this
great act of compassion, the Israelites must devote their
whole selves and future generations unto God.
In the ancient world, covenants were traditionally
made in the presence of a nation’s god. Much like in
the way Americans remember the establishment of our
present allegiance—”one nation, under God”—ancient
people established systems of government under the
supervision of their respective nation gods. The Israelites
were no exception. They had lived many generations
under Egyptian influence (400 years according to the
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biblical text!) and were no doubt very familiar with local
customs and legal representation. When Moses, as
God’s chosen vessel, led the Israelites out of slavery, out
from under the oppressive hand of Pharaoh in Egypt, the
Israelites became a nation committed to God.
In today’s world, this commandment comes to a general
public who either accepts the existence of one God
or does not. Perhaps, the best way to understand
this commandment today is to think about it as a
commandment about faith in God, which leads to
obedience. Not only does this scripture state that
God will be first, but it presumes that God is. In a very
orderly fashion, this first commandment leads the rest.
The community that had come out of Egypt together
© Brian
Wolfe | Flickr (CC)
andPhoto
who,
together,
witnessed the miracles of God’s
leadership, were now summoned to live the challenge
of becoming a God-imagined community. They would
live together according to God’s standards, instead
of bending to the ways of human systems. The first
commandment calls us to lay aside devotion to human
ambition or levels of hierarchy so that we may have a
more full life in God’s community.

Exodus 20 speaks of a God who is compassionate,
who shows real concern for the people who wish to
follow him. The LORD God of Israel has a new way for
the ancients. God’s path promises to lead them into a
community wherein every person plays a single par t of
a unified whole. Obedience and trust are the keys to a
faithful community. God has made the first pledge by
leading the Israelites out of slavery. What follows is the
people’s trust in God as a faithful leader.
Over time, the biblical text reveals that God’s people
were not satisfied to follow God in faith. They desired a
nation and system of law that looked like those nations
around them. This is remembered in many texts as
the reason for the demise of the Israelites as a unified
nation. The prophets later see this as a warning. God
has made a plan for humanity; yet, it remains humanity’s
own choice whether or not to follow. Wisdom may be
heard in these words spoken by Moses’ successive leader,
Joshua, “… as for me and my household, we will serve
the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).

ERICA MONGÉ-GREER
Erica Mongé-Greer is an adjunct professor of Old Testament and Ancient Culture at Asuza Pacific University,
Life Pacific College and Vanguard University. She holds two Masters degrees in Ancient Near Eastern Language
& Literature and Biblical Studies/Theology. Erica lives in Southern California with her husband, Joshua, and two
children: Caleb and Emma. www.ericamonge.com.
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A l l ow i ng
GOD TO MOVE

Being open to the movement of the Holy
Spirit while still getting things done.
by Sarah Mariano

H

ow do we learn to be disciplined in what we
set our hearts and minds on but always be
open to what God wants to do in us and
through us each day? It’s so easy to put
expectations on ourselves for what we should be
spending our time on. However, this can sometimes
make us too busy for the needs of friends, family, and
even time with the Lord. We fill our days with work
and activities and always have a to do list and it’s easy
to get caught up in our own ideas of productiveness
and time well spent. How do we practice discipline
to do good and healthy things with our time and also
always be open to what God would have us do or

Photo © Ashley Rose | Flickr (CC)
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be during the day? What do you do when you have
planned something, but then a friend calls and needs
wisdom and a good listener? What if you’re next to
someone at work who seems personally upset, do
you keep getting your work done, or do you take
time to show care and concern towards him or her?
How do you balance discipline and openness to the
moment and movement of the Holy Spirit?

follow the Spirit. How can we reconcile these biblical
commands? By evaluating the motivation of our hear ts
in every circumstance, we can align ourselves with the
will of God in everything we do, trusting that he who
began a good work in us will bring it to completion (Phil
1:6)—in his way and his timing.

The crowded coffee shop was the perfect place to
disappear for a while. I had a 10-page research paper
due in 46 hours, and I knew I needed laser focus to
get it all done. I ordered a latte and settled into an
inconspicuous corner seat. Setting out my Bible, a few
commentaries on Ephesians, and a pair of headphones,
I readied myself to escape the present world and play
the theologian. In Ephesians, I read, “For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing…” I looked up. A man sat at the table next to
me, holding a mug in his left hand and a newspaper in
his right. He laid the newspaper flat when he saw me
look up. I furrowed my eyebrows, hoping concentration
would keep him at bay, but he looked at my Bible and
leaned forward.
“Are you going to school for that?” he asked, gesturing
towards the open book.
Adrenaline shot through me; I didn’t want to encourage
the interruption, and I didn’t have time for a gospel
presentation. “Yeah, I am. Biola requires a Bible minor.”
He nodded, scraping against the stubble on his cheek. “I
went to church a few times when I was a kid, but I never
could figure out what it was all about.”
This was the optimum evangelism moment, the open
door for a conversation with a curious soul. But I had a
paper to write and could feel my time slipping away in
our exchange.
I am not alone in experiencing the conflict between
responsibilities and responsiveness to the Spirit’s leading.
Once we embrace the Christian life, we are faced
with the daunting task of finding balance. Colossians
3 instructs us to be diligent in everything we do, but
elsewhere in the Bible (Galatians 5), we are taught to
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

How do you balance discipline and
openness to the moment and movement
of the Holy Spirit?
Society tells us that success depends upon our education,
career, appearance, and belongings. This attitude
pervades the church in America, telling us that in order
to glorify God, we need the best jobs, the best positions,
the best clothes, so we can “contextualize” our message.
Though it isn’t wrong to pursue our passions to bring
God glory, this excuse is often self-deceit—we like fitting
in as much as anyone.
With our hazy motivations directing us, we often put
school, work, and the various time-commitments that
clutter our calendars as first priority in our lives—and
hear ts. We fear that failure to achieve will mean failure
to matter. We worry, and wallow in self-pity, when
things don’t go our way, forgetting we have an almighty
God on our side. He has promised to provide for our
needs and to glorify us with Christ.
We have a faith problem. We do not completely believe
that God has a plan for us. We do not fully embrace his
power and authority. Instead, we doubt that he will use
both failures and successes for his glory. For whatever
reason, many of us believe that God can only use us if
we are perfect. However, the Bible cer tainly debunks this
notion.
God appointed David as king of Israel after Saul
disobeyed God’s decrees. David had very little to
recommend him for the position, but God chose him,
accepting all the human flaws inevitably attached to
the young man. God placed David at the head of an
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entire nation, transforming him from a shepherd boy
into a great, powerful king. David did not always honor
God’s commands. He is perhaps the most infamous
sinner of all time, having his sin documented and
analyzed throughout the world for centuries. When
David committed adultery with Bathsheba, he not only
offended God’s law for the sanctity of marriage, but
he murdered a man to cover his guilt. Still, God worked
through David, bringing the Messiah to Israel through
his line. If God can glorify himself through such public,
shameful sin, he will surely be faithful to do the same in

his hear t continually. This student mentioned moments
when God called him to set aside his carefully planned
schedule and be present with him. “You’re never too
busy for God to work through you,” he said. How true
that is; our priorities are never more impor tant than
what God prompts us to do.
Responsibilities are not wrong in themselves, but the
minute we fixate on these and let them rule our lives
and determine our identities, they become a dangerous
distraction from a reverential faith. God gives us
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GOD GIVES US RESPONSIBILITIES BUT CALLS US TO ALWAYS
BE LISTENING FOR HIS VOICE, TO BE READY FOR CHANGE.
us when we fail by the world’s standards.
A few weeks ago, I sat in a classroom full of
overachieving college students and heard a young man
describe his hectic schedule—leading worship at his
church and at school, balancing his class schedule, and
maintaining a deep relationship with God. He confessed
his deep desire to ignore everything around him,
including God, and get his work done. But God pursued
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responsibilities but calls us to always be listening for his
voice, to be ready for change. Our complete reliance on
his voice keeps us humble, acknowledging that we do
not know our path, nor can we direct our future, but
God sustains us, shapes us, and leads us in everything.
It isn’t enough to acknowledge our faith problem; we
must confront it with action. Psalm 46:10 begins, “Be still,
and know that I am God.” To know he is God means to
understand who he claims to be in the Bible: Protector,
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Provider, Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, Judge, Love, and
the beginning and end. We need to spend time getting
to know God, learning his commands, his people, and
his revealed plan. Yet this knowledge is not the end of
our purpose; we must believe in him. He doesn’t just
say, “Be still and know me.” He commands, “Know that
I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the ear th!” God beckons us to trust him when
we know him, because no matter what we do, whether
we fail miserably or succeed brilliantly, he will be glorified!
For this reason, Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God.” We must trust that God
truly is who he claims to be. And if we trust that he is
truthful, we know that we can depend on him to be
faithful to us when Philippians 1 says, “He who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day
of Jesus Christ.” God cares about the responsibilities he
gives us; otherwise, he wouldn’t give them. But he wants
us to put him first, to worship our Creator and not the
creation. He wants us to be willing to inconvenience
ourselves sometimes, to risk looking bad or getting in
a tight spot, because we trust him completely. Francis
Chan writes in his book Crazy Love: “Our greatest fear
should not be of failure but of succeeding at things in life
that don’t really matter.” This echoes Paul in Philippians,
who says, “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss
for the sake of Christ.” This is the way we will learn the
balance: remembering that everything we gain on this
ear th will fade away, but God endures forever. We must
address our faith problem by getting to know God,
putting our trust in him, and committing ourselves to
his service alone. We serve a great God whom we can
trust with every detail when it comes to his glory—even
last minute papers.
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by Lindsey A. Frederick

T

hey say good fences make good neighbors,
but I say that all depends on your definition of
neighbor. My childhood neighbors consisted
of a gossip and the crabby couple in the
houses behind mine, and a troubled five-year-old
boy across the street. There was also my Barbieplaying-buddy next door. We had a give-and-take
relationship—she took off to play with a cooler
neighborhood girl the minute she called, and I gave
her a satisfying palm print across her cheek after
she called me a name I shouldn’t repeat. And last,
there were the Bully Brothers. They attempted to
lob me over the head with a baseball bat. I, in return,
slammed my little, eight-year-old fist into one of their
faces. After this, neighbors just became people who
shared a street name and built higher fences.
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It wasn’t until just out of college, when I moved to the
Midwest, that I discovered a different kind of neighbor.
There, I landed among a group of nosy, intrusive
strangers. They were all in my business, inviting me over
to dinner, and game nights, and to coffee and concer ts
and community service projects. They wanted to know
about my family, my hobbies, and most intrusive of
all, my hear t. It was uncomfor table at first—all the
questions, all the verbal cooing as they listened—really
listened. I wasn’t sure I wanted to invite these people
to my side of the fence, let alone into my emotional
real estate. But their persistence and genuine interest
in me eventually wore knotholes through my defences.
Through them, I snatched glimpses of Jesus and began to
understand his intention for community.
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After a few years, I moved from the warm, slow
comfor t of cornfields and bonfires, farmers markets and
community festivals, back to the east coast where cities
hum and time whirrs. If I don’t pay attention, I’ll forget to
breathe deeply, walk slowly, and smell what may be the
only rose in a concrete deser t. Most people here don’t
know their neighbors, and many admit to not wanting to
know them. But because of my Midwest community and
what they taught me about biblical living and loving, my
definition of neighbor is shifting.
WHO ARE MY NEIGHBORS?
Our neighbors are wor th some serious consideration,
because God includes them in his second highest
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” I asked
several of my friends who they considered neighbors and
the responses varied from “Another living thing adjacent
to one’s domicile” and “people who let their dogs bark,”
to “friend,” “somebody you trust for everything,” and
“someone who has the keys to your house.” But who
does God say they are?
This question is as old as the Scriptures. Actually, it’s
in scripture. Scholars of biblical law—the Pharisees—
loved to test Jesus on his own knowledge of the law.
At one point one asked, “Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” (Luke 10:25). Jesus answered him
with another question, which was a common way
to advance discussion of the Scriptures. He replied
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with the equivalent of “You know the law backwards
and forwards, how do you interpret what it says
about eternal life?” The scholar probably didn’t miss
a beat when he answered, “Love the Lord your God
with all your hear t and with all your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind” and, “Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). Playing to the
scholar’s head knowledge, and probably a bit of his ego,
Jesus affirmed his correct answer and added, “Do this
and you will live” (Luke 10:28). Not quite satisfied, the
scholar pressed with technicalities, “Okay Smar typants,
who is my neighbor?” It’s a moment like this that I
wonder about Jesus’s reaction. Did he try to hold back a
smirk, an eye roll, a pitying headshake, an exasperated
sigh? Graciously, Jesus’s didn’t stoop to scholarly, oneup debating techniques. He took a backdoor, culturally
appropriate approach and told this story:

A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when
he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.
A priest happened to be going down the same road,
and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other
side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan,
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when
he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then
he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an
inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after

would count on a Samaritan for anything. Yet the man’s
“neighbors” left him for dead and his “enemy” showed
mercy and the true spirit of neighborliness.
To close his case, Jesus validates his point by again
appealing to the scholar’s intellect, “Which of these three
do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell in the
hands of the robbers?” “The one who had mercy on
him,” said the scholar. Jesus then punctuated his story—
and for all we know rendered the scholar speechless—
with a simple command: “Go and do likewise” (Luke
10:36-37, emphasis mine).
GO WHERE?
It seems Jesus is saying our neighbor isn’t just the
backyard gossip or next-door playmate. Rather, our
neighbor is humankind—or as my friend Julie puts it
“someone who takes time to care about you”—and we
should go show him mercy. But go where?
The Good Samaritan story holds a few clues. Because
this story is so familiar, at first recollection one might
say the priest and the Levite didn’t go out of their way
to help the beaten man, and the Samaritan did. But the
priest, the Levite, and the Samaritan were all traveling
the same route. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho
was a busy thoroughfare. The American Bible Society
at bibleresources.americanbible.org calls it “a natural
conduit connecting the trading caravans, Roman military
convoys, and pilgrims. In fact, the quantity and status of

I like what this says about the Samaritan’s character: this was a man who both confronted
obstacles and seized opportunities when they presented themselves.
him,” he said, “and when I return, I will reimburse you for
any extra expense you may have”(Luke 10:30-35).

travelers made the road an inviting target for the many
bandit gangs that roamed the countryside.”

No matter how unfamiliar you might be with the Bible,
many have heard this story of the Good Samaritan.
Its significance resides in the context: The victim was
most likely a Jew. The priest and the Levite were
traditionally considered his community neighbors, and as
such were the most likely to lend help. Samaritans and
Jews, however, generally despised each other. No Jew

These three men were simply going about their daily
business. “The priest happened to be going down the
same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by
on the other side of the road” (31 emphasis mine).
And the Levite did the same. These two men went out
of their way to not help the helpless. The Samaritan
simply took the next step, which happened to be
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toward the wounded man. I like what this says about
the Samaritan’s character: this was a man who both
confronted obstacles and seized oppor tunities when
they presented themselves. This was a man who did
the right and compassionate thing despite perceptions,
despite racial or religious tensions, despite danger to
himself, or a host of other reasons he could have used
to justify inaction. I don’t know all the reasons the Jews
and Samaritans despised each other, but adversary or
not, this is the kind of person I want on my side. And
this is the kind of neighbor I want to be. The Samaritan
demonstrates that we don’t need to intentionally go
somewhere to be neighborly; we just need to go where
we go with the intention of seizing any oppor tunity to
love, to serve, and to show mercy along the way.
NO, REALLY—WHO ARE MY NEIGHBORS?
“Mankind” is a pretty broad definition of neighbor, so
let’s get a little more local and a little more practical.
When I lived in the Midwest, I attended Mission
Point Community Church, whose mission was to
practically and purposefully minister to the people in
our community. After each service Pastor Simfukwe or
Pastor Hepler delivered the “Mission Points”: practical
challenges to live out that week’s teaching. The first
challenge was to develop relationships with community
members whom we encountered every week—the
cashier or bagger at our local grocer, gas station
attendants, waitresses, bar tenders, and baristas. How
could we know the needs of people in our community
if we didn’t even know the people in our community?
We were encouraged to live like the church of Acts by
sharing our possessions with those in need and opening
our homes for fellowship and service.
Through this exercise, I got to know Matt, a cashier at
my local grocery store. He had been kicked out of his
house for making poor choices. He was struggling to
pay for both rent and college by working three jobs, and
he wanted to reconcile his relationship with his mom
and star t making better life choices. I told him I would
pray for him and through the course of our checkoutcounter-length conversations we learned we had a
mutual acquaintance. Matt’s high school basketball coach
attended my church. I told him he should come visit and
say “hello” to his old coach. He said he would.
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

I don’t know the rest of his story because I moved away
a shor t time later, but what I do know is it was as if
this boy was just begging to be seen, just hoping to be
heard. All I did was ask about his day and he shared a
small par t of his life. I had officially joined the ranks of
my nosey Midwest neighbors, wanting to offer the same
warmth, welcome, and embrace to my community—to
the newcomers and the outliers.

The Samaritan demonstrates that we don’t
need to intentionally go somewhere to be
neighborly; we just need to go where we go
with the intention of seizing any opportunity
to love, to serve, and to show mercy along the
way.
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO BE A GOOD
NEIGHBOR—ESPECIALLY TO THE BAD ONES?
Sometimes neighbors aren’t as open and loveable as
Matt. Sometimes they leave garbage in their yard, let
their dogs bark at 6:00 a.m., play their music too loud,
and drive too fast. These are the kinds of neighbors
fences were built for, the kind who seem like a special
brand of the sanctification process—a holy kind of hell.
And perhaps they are, because God addresses the
friction we feel when we brush too closely to the people
around us. In Leviticus 19:18 he gave this command—the
one Jesus and the scholar referenced earlier— “Do not
seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the
LORD.”
It’s a tall order, but a vital one. To have any success,
we need to approach our neighbors the same way we
should approach our other relationships: by establishing
good personal and emotional boundaries and good
communication. Much like proper ty lines, boundaries
define and protect us. When each person knows their
limits, likes, dislikes, values, and morals, and is able to
communicate them, living side-by-side is much easier. So,
if your neighbor bugs you, tell them. Par t of harboring a
grudge and wanting to seek revenge is due to pent up
frustration and bitterness over unresolved conflict. God
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prompts the previous Levitical command with a conflict
resolution: “Do not hate a fellow Israelite [neighbor] in
your hear t. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not
share in the guilt” (Leviticus 19:17, emphasis mine). And
if that doesn’t work, perhaps the most loving thing you

our God, even when—especially when—people are not
par ticularly pleasant or lovable. They unquestioningly
embraced me, a walled and wounded stranger, simply
because I was par t of their community and because they
believed in living the commands of their faith. So whether

Perhaps the most loving thing you can do is to dicuss how to build better boundaries, which
might include showing up with a hammer and offering to help build a fence.
can do is to dicuss how to build better boundaries, which
might include showing up with a hammer and offering to
help build a fence.
My Midwest community taught me that being a good
neighbor is one more way to demonstrate the love of

it’s the gossip in your backyard or the coworker that
grates on your last nerve, the familiar face on your bus
route or the woman on the plane seat next to you, and
whether you spend 3 minutes or 3 hours with them, for
those minutes you share a common space. For those
minutes, they are your neighbors. Now go, have mercy.

P r a cti c a l S u g g esti o n s f o r b e i n g N e i g h b o r ly
s h ou t o u t

keep out

reac h out

s p eak o u t

You don't have to be best friends, but
greet your neighbors with kindness,
respect, and courtesy. Simply saying
''hello'' or asking ''how was your
day?'' can speak volumes.

Be considerate of your neighbors and
their right to live peacefully. You
might like bass-pumping volume, but
do the people around you? Your sweet
little FiFI's bark might be music to your
ears, but your neighbors might have a
muzzle ready to put on her snout.

Are you aware of your surroundings
or is your nose buried in your
smartphone? Like the Samaritan, pay
attention to what's going on around
you, and if an opportunity presents
itself, lend a hand, rake some leaves,
bring in some groceries, bake some
cookies, offer up your bus seat, hold
open a door.

If your neighbor bugs you, don't call
the cops or gossip to the neighborhood.
Invite them over for coffee and in the
spirit of Leviticus 19:17 gently let them
know. This could be a great opportunity
to gain an understanding of your
neighbor (and their annoying habits) and
perhaps even build a lasting friendship.

LINDSEY A. FREDERICK
Lindsey A. Frederick is a communications manager in the Washington DC area and writes frequently about life,
art, and faith. You can follow her on Twitter @la_frederick or visit her online: lindseyfrederick.wix.com/writes
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Music of the Heart
Worshiping God in melody and mundaneness
By Sara Napier

I

have been playing the bass guitar for nearly
a decade. I began when I was a teenager
and over time have learned to play from the
different styles and techniques of musicians I
admire. It took a few years and a lot of practice to
get where I am and stay focused on where I am
going but today I am happy to say music is still a
huge part of my life.

I have always believed the bass is an instrument
that can stand alone beautifully. It is an
understated instrument that can pack a great deal
of power, but I like its sound best in the presence
of other musicians. When I began playing, I didn’t
realize that my very f irst guitar (a purple, hear tshaped Daisy Rock with four Ernie Ball strings)
would teach me more about God and life than it
ever would about music.
Being a musician is not something that just
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

happens. There are some prodigies out there who can
hear a song once or twice and repeat it effor tlessly.
Some can compose beautiful music in less time than
it takes most of us to listen to our favorite album,
but no matter how talented you are, you will always
need practice. Although music is a creative form
of expression it takes years of discipline, focus and
sacrif ice. As a failed violinist at the age of 15, this was
something that I had to make myself understand.
Psalm 33:3 was very helpful in getting my mind right
about music. It says “Sing unto him a new song; play
skilfully with a loud noise” reminding us to play our
instruments to our best ability. This is a verse that
meant a lot to me when I decided to star t playing the
bass more seriously and focus on vocal exercises to
improve my sound. This was one of my favorite verses
to share with bandmates but it is only now that I truly
understand what more it can mean.
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Yes, worship can be performed through beautiful
music. Sometimes there is nothing more powerful
than a song. Where regular words may fail, carefully
composed lyrics and a melody given for such an
atmosphere can make all the difference. However,
that is not to say that music is the only method of
worshiping the Lord. Just because you do not play
music, it does not mean that you do not contribute to
the melody of the Kingdom of Heaven.
The Bible has so many scriptures that give us examples
of worship. Some of my favorites can be found in the
book of Psalms such as Psalm 96:1-3 which says, “Oh,
sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the
ear th. Sing to the Lord, bless his name; Proclaim the
good news of his salvation from day to day. Declare
his glory among the nations, his wonders among all
peoples.” It is a great verse to look to because it never

Maybe it’s not that every instrument has to
be played or that you have to have a beautiful
singing voice to worship with. Maybe worship
is just anything you do that requires time,
energy and sacrifice just because you know
it will bring joy or glory to the Lord.

asks the impossible of us. It never mentions a need to
play an instrument or be able to dance or even know
how to sing in key. It just reminds us to bless God each
day and celebrate the freedom we have in salvation.
Another def ining verse can be found in Hebrews 13:15,
“Therefore by him let us continually offer the sacrif ice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving
thanks to his name.” There is not a single thing in this
scripture that says you must be a talented ar tist of
some kind to worship God. It gives us the most basic
instructions to simply offer God our praise and use our
lips to thank him, showing our thankfulness and how
much we appreciate him.
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Worship is def ined as “The feeling or expression
of reverence and adoration for a deity.” It can be
brought on by a feeling and when we have a strong
feeling about something, an action is sure to follow.
Though just because one person expresses a feeling
one way, it does not mean that all have to do the
same.
For example, when some people get angry, they
feel the need to cause destruction. They may harm
someone physically or damage proper ty. In other
cases, a person may feel the need to cry when they
are angry. It does not mean the feeling was not
real just because their reaction was different. In the
same way that people react differently to very real
feelings, it does not make the feeling of reverence and
adoration for God any less wor thy just because one
person decides to worship differently than another.
See, your instrument may not be a set of drums
but perhaps you chose to be kind to a stranger just
because you have found fulf illment in the love of God.
This is an act of worship. You may never be able to
play a single chord on the guitar, but when you get up
early to work your barista job at the coffee house, you
can make it your goal to make someone’s day brighter
just because you’ve got the joy of the Lord.
Maybe it’s not that every instrument has to be
played or that you have to have a beautiful singing
voice to worship with. Maybe worship is just any thing
you do that requires time, energy and sacrif ice just
because you know it will bring joy or glory to the
Lord. This could apply to your time reading the Bible
and especially your prayer time, as worship (including
praying and reading the word of God) can change
your life by changing the way you think.
Romans 12:2 says “And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is the good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.” Worship helps
to renew our minds because it helps us to remind
ourselves of every reason we have to be thankful to
God, it helps us have a better understanding of God’s
character and it f ills our hear ts with joy. When we
are thankful, it’s pretty hard to complain. When we
begin to understand God’s character, we can better

ISSUE 20			

www.newidentitymagazine.com

GOD TALK
SPOTLIGHT

Photo © Spenser Marie | Flickr (CC)

understand that his plans are always good. When
we have joy, we have strength even to get through a
tough situation.
In a season of life in which the Lord is specially
reminding me that he cares deeply for every prayer
and is faithful to the faithful, it came out of somewhat
of a heavy hear t that I really had to believe this is
enough. Prayer is this personal moment in which
we get to whisper into the ear of the creator of a
world what we vainly attempt to carry alone on our
own shoulders too often. We all wish we could help
everyone we meet but when the only thing I can do
with 100% of myself is pray, I need to get over the
foolish idea that it’s not better than something else
because this is more than enough.
In a moment of prayer we are closely bending the ear
of the one who created every resource we would wish
to give and the person we long to give it to. In no way

is this concept complicated and yet when we pray,
we show the ultimate form of love and reverence
to God. Even when there is not a single note to be
played or church building to go inside of.
Worship is more than a song, strung together by
talented musicians and fanciful instruments. It is
more than a wish or a belief, more than a place or
an idea. It is the genuine surrender made each day
to the Savior we put our faith in.
Our worship to the Lord is beautiful when it stands
alone but it is always at its best in the presence of
other people who love God. We turn up the sound
of the Kingdom of Heaven by worshiping together.
No matter your instrument or method of worship,
when you do so honestly and skillfully without
trying to force the outcome, it will always make
sense. Just like my bass every time I get to take the
stage.

SARA NAPIER
Sara is a full-time writer and sometime musician in Northern Arizona. The twenty-something enjoys working in
ministry with Kingman Foursquare Church and celebrating Taco Tuesday with her friends. In her spare time she
performs music, designs clothing and writes for various blogs, including her own KingdomJournalist.tumblr.com.
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OLD HABITS
DIE HARD

By Lara Tovmassian

How to grow in christlikeness
and be truly changed

“A

s he who called you is holy, you also
be holy in all your conduct” (1 Peter
1:15). As believers, we often misread
this verse. We replace the word ‘holy’
with the word ‘perfect’ and throw our hands up in
defeat. C.S. Lewis says “Every Christian is to become
a little Christ. The whole purpose of becoming a
Christian is simply nothing else.” This notion, although
true, can be incredibly daunting when taken seriously.
The assumption is that if I am to be a “little Christ,” I
need to be perfect. If I am a Christian now, why do I
still make mistakes? Why am I not perfect?

The sanctification that we experience as Christians is a
gradual transition, not an immediate shift. I was raised
in a Christian household with my father serving as a
pastor and my mother as a nursery school teacher’s
assistant at a local church. My lifestyle since bir th had
been formed around the church; therefore, as I have
grown older, I have found that many of my intuitions are
consistent with Christian morality.
Having Christian ethics engrained in my mind and
on my hear t during the early formative years of my
life has prepared me to approach adulthood with a
Christian perspective. If I had not grown up in the
church however, my Christian experience would be
much different. Instead of intuitively accepting Christian
morals, it would be much more difficult to reconcile my
background and upbringing with my newfound faith.
Even within a Christian upbringing, I have struggled
through the process of sanctification with just as many
failures and mistakes as the next person.
Photo © JohnONolan | Flickr (CC)
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Paul’s letter to the Romans outlines three main par ts of
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the sanctification process. The first step in sanctification
is allowing Christ to destroy sin’s dominion in our lives. In
Romans 6: 12-14, Paul writes “Let not sin therefore reign
in your mor tal body, to make you obey its passions.
Do not present your members to sin as instruments
for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as
those who have been brought from death to life, and
your members to God as instruments for righteousness.
For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are
not under law but under grace.” This is a crucial point in
the Christian walk, but I can guarantee you that this act
of humbly presenting yourself to God will be necessary
throughout your Christian walk. According to Paul, we
are living sacrifices; as living sacrifices, we will constantly
be trying to crawl off of the altar on which Christ has
called us to surrender (Rom 12:1-2). Destroying sin’s
dominion in our lives requires discipline, prayer and
patience. As fallible humans, there will inevitably be
moments when we fall into sin and Christ has grace

Christ does not expect us to be perfectly
sanctified the instant we accept him as our
Savior. Rather, his justification prepares us
for the process of sanctification, in which
he will challenge, forgive, and grow us.
with us in these moments. After realizing that we have
disobeyed God however, we must humbly present
ourselves to him and acknowledge our own brokenness
with repentant hear ts. Christ does not expect us to
be perfectly sanctified the instant we accept him as
our Savior. Rather, his justification prepares us for the
process of sanctification, in which he will challenge,
forgive, and grow us.
The second aspect of sanctification is the struggle
against sin. In Romans 7:18-19, Paul describes the spiritual

crisis that is characteristic of the sanctification process.
He writes “For I have the desire to do what is right,
but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on
doing.” Here, Paul is describing the tension that develops
within a Christian as he grows in his faith. He is saying
‘I know what I should be doing and I want to do what
I should be doing, but I am doing what I shouldn’t be
doing.‘ Although it would be easy to reach this point in
your faith and feel as though you are not living correctly,
this tension can be an indicator of the Holy Spirit
growing you in discernment and wisdom. Think back to
before you were a believer. Did you feel bad for doing
what you knew was wrong? Were you uneasy at the
thought that you were disobeying God? If your answer
is no, then take hear t; the Lord is developing a spirit of
discernment in you. It should come as no surprise that
the struggle against sin will be difficult. Strive for full
obedience while accepting grace in the midst of your
own depravity.
Abidance with the Holy Spirit is the third aspect of
sanctification outlined in Romans. The presence of the
Holy Spirit will guide and direct you in your actions and
decisions. The indwelling Spirit of God will encourage
us in righteousness and convict us of our wrongdoings.
Romans 8:11 reads, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mor tal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.” As we grow in our
faith, we become more sensitive to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit who gives us life and dwells within us.
God’s desire to sanctify us is evidence of his love for
us. He loves us enough to transform our hear ts of
stone into hear ts of flesh that we may experience
the salvation of his son Jesus. In the midst of rebuke,
transformation, and challenges, God is merciful in
drawing us to himself.

LARA TOVMASSIAN
Lara Tovmassian is an English:Writing major at Biola University who has been passionate about writing since she
was a child. Lara is eager to use her writing for the advancement of God’s kingdom and hopes to pursue a
career in magazine writing after she graduates. Some of her favorite past-times include journaling, reading,
exercising, and baking.
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PROJECT

ART

By Matthew Hamilton
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The purpose of art is washing the dust of daily life off our souls.
-Pablo Picasso

T

he term “Art” can be a very broad term
open to interpretation. The picture that may
first come to mind would be paintings or
sculptures cordoned off by glass and velvet ropes,
viewable only to a select few that have paid for the
opportunity to view them. Upon looking on them,
it’s easy to imagine the backstory of their creation:
spacious studios with every shade of paint possible,
yards of canvas and hundreds of tools to paint, carve
and sculpt to completion. Owners, both private and
museums, fortunate to own these pieces recognize
that the total worth of a work of art includes not only
its aesthetic value but also the cost of materials and
the hours or work spent on creating it.
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The creative process of making visual ar t is often
its most significant benefit especially for the ar tists
themselves. Visual ar t is a means of expression that can
leave a lasting impact, because it is not fleeting like a
song but can be looked upon over and over, with each
pair of eyes bringing their own perspective to the piece in
addition to recognizing the ar tist’s intent. Visual ar ts can
enable those who normally would not have an outlet
of expression to have one. Ar t therapy has become
an established form of treatment helping people with
conditions ranging from autism to Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder.
The visual ar ts also provide a unique oppor tunity for
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many people to share their stories from places that are
often overlooked or forgotten. One organization in
par ticular, Project HOPE Ar t recognizes the empowering
quality of ar t and its creation. Based out of Los Angeles,
this charity recognizes the need for children to find a
creative outlet to share their experiences. They focus on
populations that have limited access to the ar ts, such
as long-term patients in pediatric hospitals, orphanage
residents and students at schools with little or no ar t
education in their curriculum.
In the days following the catastrophic ear thquake
in Haiti in January 2010, many relief organizations
worldwide arrived on the already impoverished nation
to help with medical relief, food supply and assistance
in building and cleaning up debris. In such situations, in
addition to the basic survival assistance that is needed,
those affected also need help recovering and getting
back to normal routines of learning and living. For the
past three years, Project HOPE Ar t has recognized
that need and has provided educational assistance
via ar t projects with their Visiting Ar tists program. By
using ar t as a platform for instruction, they are also
able to provide help with other essential skills like fine
motor skills, literacy, and knowledge about science and
nutrition.
With a literacy rate that is nearly half that of the United
States and lower than even most other Caribbean
nations, Haiti suffers from not only the disadvantage of
recovering from the still present effects of the natural
disaster, but also the inability to gain the knowledge to
establish a stronger nation. In April 2012, Project HOPE
Ar t established an ar t literacy program in a school and
orphanage in Por t-au-Prince, providing basic literacy
instruction using the children’s literature classics Where

the Wild Things Are and The Giving Tree. By introducing
these simple narratives to the students, they were able
to create illustrative posters sharing their own stories, in
their native language, French.
Another project that incorporates ar t education with
other subjects is the Project HOPE Ar t’s bean workshop.
Star ted in 2011, this interactive project involves learning
about cultivation of beans as a means of supplying both
necessary nutrition and income. Through this program,
students learn that the bean is vitally impor tant to the
Haitian people as an economic source of nutrition in a
land where livestock is scarce and an acre of plants can
feed many more. In addition to the hands on experience
of planting and maintaining the bean sprouts, the
students also illustrate the progress of the plant’s growth
by drawings.
Beginning learners also par ticipate in a project called
“I Draw U Draw.” This is where an instructor works
individually with a student, modeling the drawing of
simple subjects such as an animal, tree or car and then
the student performs the task as well drawing their own
depiction in addition to labeling the picture in English
French and Kreyol, the informal language of Haiti. These
pictures will then be included in a future book.
Much work has been accomplished in the shor t time of
Project HOPE Ar t’s existence, but much more can and
should be done. There are many ways that you can
help. If you would like to help financially, you can donate
at Fractured Atlas, the groups donation website, or
purchase a mural poster from the main website. If you
have the time available you can apply to be a visiting
ar tist yourself, bringing your talents to those who would
definitely appreciate it.

MATTHEW HAMILTON
Matthew Hamilton is a published photographer and writer that lives with his wife, two cats and a dog in
Wilmington, Delaware. He has written articles for New Identity and the pop culture blog The Critical Masses
at criticalmassesmedia.com. You can also check out his personal blogs Black and White in Color and Five
Questions Blog at blogger.com.
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Dreaming Big

By Lara Tovmassian

Two young women partner together to bring Christ’s love to Cambridge

Photo © Spenser Marie | Flickr (CC)

E

very Christian has the opportunity to do
something bold for Christ. As sojourners
in a fallen world, we are surrounded with
endless opportunities to impact those around us with
the Gospel. Christ’s Great Commission challenges
us to make disciples of the nations and proclaim
the name of the Lord to all. Rebecca Fuller and
Jessica McBride, two recent graduates from Biola
University, have taken this challenge seriously in
their own lives. In the month of June, they went
on a summer missions trip to Cambridge, England
with an organization called Friends International.
Friends International is a nonprofit organization that
helps facilitate relationships between Christians and
36		
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international students in the UK. Fuller and McBride
each have their own personal testimonies that have
ultimately led them to partner together in planning
this missions trip.

“Looking back on my life, I can see how this ministry is
perfect for me, in light of the type of ministry my dad
does,” said Fuller.
Fuller’s father is a pastor of a multi-cultural and multiethnic church in Washington called ONE Church.
Fuller believes that her father’s hear t and passion to
see the nations come together under Jesus Christ has
inf luenced her own hear t for the same thing. Growing
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to this calling on her life and was able to discover her
love for ministry. At the end of 2012, she was given the
oppor tunity to lead a mission trip to the UK with Fuller
in the summer of 2013.

up with her father’s strong devotion to issues of
reconciliation in the church, she too has developed a
great passion for uniting the nations under one God.
Fuller f inds it f itting that she would do International
Student ministry in Cambridge, as thousands of
students from countries such as Germany, Japan,
and Greece, come to study the English language and
culture.
“My hear t is full of joy when I am able to see people
from every nation and tongue at a Bible study, or
even playing volleyball at the local park, because it is a
small ref lection of heaven,” said Fuller.
McBride’s hear t for ministry has also been cultivated
during her college years. Over the course of her
four years at Biola, the Lord placed several ministry
oppor tunities in front of her. She joined a ministry
called the California School Project (CSP), which
involved sharing the Gospel with strangers and
mentoring high school students. Although she initially
felt unprepared for such ministry, she was obedient

“These different oppor tunities have been gradually
expanding my desire for all people to know Christ and
helping me learn to actively and verbally share his love
with others” said McBride.
While Fuller and McBride’s unique backgrounds have
shaped them into two very different people, God
united them in this task and calling to serve the people
of Cambridge. Fuller went on this same mission trip
to Cambridge with Biola in 2012 and knew that the
Lord was not done using her in Cambridge. As time
progressed and oppor tunities were presented, Fuller
was elated to f ind herself leading this year’s team to
serve in Cambridge. This summer was McBride’s f irst
mission-related trip to Cambridge, but she had been
interested in ministry in the UK for the past two years.
With these two passionate women par tnering in

“My heart is full of joy when I am able to see people from every nation and
tongue at a Bible study, or even playing volleyball at the local park, because it
is a small reflection of heaven.” -Fuller

Photo by Laura Flemming

Jessica McBride
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giving us hope and impor tant truth as we prepared to
represent him in another country,” said McBride.
From personal epiphanies to f inancial providence, God
was abundantly faithful in directing the details of this
trip and making it happen. Through this par tnership,
McBride and Fuller have developed great appreciation
and respect for each other. Their skill sets complement
one another very well, which made the planning
process and the trip itself smooth and manageable.

“...a real love for people I haven’t even
met yet began to grow in me as I realized
that every person we will encounter
on this trip has a face and a past and a
family and their own set of worries and
burdens.” -McBride

Photo © Spenser Marie | Flickr (CC)

ministry, God’s presence has been felt.
“I was most struck by an awareness of God’s presence
in this trip during a team meeting where we got
to hear from the director of our university’s Muslim
ministry. We had invited him to speak to us since we
will likely encounter many Muslims in Cambridge, and
wanted to know more about their beliefs. It was at
that meeting that a real love for people I haven’t even
met yet began to grow in me as I realized that every
person we will encounter on this trip has a face and
a past and a family and their own set of worries and
burdens. God spoke to our whole team that evening
through the Muslim ministry director,

“Rebecca is more gifted in encouraging and motivating
people, and I have more experience in sharing the
Gospel with people from all walks of life, so we make
a good team. We are both gifted administratively, so
that helps every thing run smoothly,” said McBride.
The joint story of these two women encourages me
to consider what bold steps I can be taking for Christ.
Serving the Lord does not always mean traveling
to another country; some of the most powerful
witnessing we will ever do will be in our everyday
decisions and lifestyles. Even so, consider the ways that
you can step out for Christ and live the Gospel to the
people around you. Ministry looks different for each
person. Through prayerfully assessing your ministry
abilities, God will direct you in reaching out to other
people.

LARA TOVMASSIAN
Lara Tovmassian is an English:Writing major at Biola University who has been passionate about writing since she
was a child. Lara is eager to use her writing for the advancement of God’s kingdom and hopes to pursue a
career in magazine writing after she graduates. Some of her favorite past-times include journaling, reading,
exercising, and baking.
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Recovering
Eden

Growth abounds from the ground up in
the community garden. by Délice Williams

Photo © ccfarmer | Flickr (CC)

T

he first earthly paradise, according to Genesis,
was a garden. Chapter 2 of the first book of
the Bible tells us that after God created his
perfect universe “and saw that it was good,” he made
the pinnacle of his creation–human beings. God then
“planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there he put
the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground
the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food” (Genesis 2:8-9,
NKJV). Eden was for Adam and Eve a place to live,
learn, work, and enjoy full communion with each
other and with God. All that they needed and could
ever want was provided there in a space of perfect
harmony, balance, and beauty. God even walked with
them in the garden “in the cool of the day” (Genesis
3:8).
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

But the Bible also tells us that when human beings
sinned, they damaged that communion—with God,
with each other, and with the ear th itself. Adam and
Eve were cast out of the original ear thly paradise and
prevented from ever re-entering it. Their communication
with God became tainted by guilt, shame, and fear, and
even their relationship to the ear th lost its harmonious
balance. The ear th became difficult and conflict-ridden
after God cursed the ground and caused it to bring
for th “thorns and thistles.” The first couple’s punishment
for their transgression affects nature as well as humanity
(Genesis 3:17-19).
Romans 5:20 reminds us, however, that “where sin
abounded, grace abounded much more” (NKJV). Just as
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God set in motion his plan to restore humankind into full
communion and fellowship with him by sending Christ
to die on the cross, so he also continues to show his
grace and his love for his creation in the natural world.
Moreover, caring for his creation can often be a catalyst
for pursuing the restoration of Edenic communion both
in human relationships and in the relationship between
humans and the natural world. Tangible evidence of
this can be found in the growing number of community
gardens being established by churches across the United
States. More and more congregations, par ticularly
in urban areas, are finding that community gardens
provide rich and vibrant spaces in which outreach,
service, fellowship and learning can take place as people
work together to meet nutritional needs and to better
care for the often limited green space.
One such congregation can be found in Burnsville,
Minnesota at The International Outreach Church. In
2009, beginning with 56 plots on one acre of land,
the church created International Outreach Church
Community Garden (IOCCG). They have quickly
expanded to include 99 plots, 2 arbors, and an on-site
compost project. They donate a por tion of the produce
to a local food shelf, allowing more needy families to
eat fresh, nutritious fruits and vegetables. While food
production is naturally the focus of the project, church
organizers have a higher purpose for their community

building an atmosphere of healing in the community
through healthy foods.”
IOCCG has even reached beyond national borders,
helping to establish a Kenyan Women’s Community
Sustainable Farms Project, with the help of a grant from
a sustainable agriculture group. They work with women
from Kenya to plant Mwangani, a leafy vegetable that
is a traditional staple for many in that country. Planting
and selling the crop not only allows the women to
earn income, but it also helps them to maintain cultural
ties by keeping alive “traditional foodways.” Working
with these women is another way for the IOCCG to
demonstrate a spirit of unity and cooperation while
showing godly respect for people from different cultures.
The par tnerships they have established with individuals
and with community groups offer tangible, living
demonstrations of a spiritual truth: that God desires
to reconcile the world to himself, and that individual
Christians and Christian congregations can and should
be active ministers in that process.
The Poolesville Presbyterian Church in Poolesville,
Maryland is a small historic congregation on mission
very similar to that of IOCCG, although in a somewhat
different context. The church is located “in farm
country” according to Pastor David Williams (no relation
to the author), who points out that this is unusual

“The garden exists as its own entity so that it becomes a
genuine community effort, a genuine expression of the
community that’s blended with the church itself.”
garden. Some of their stated goals are “to promote
unity among various ethnic populations,” “to encourage
the use of the garden as a central gathering and
meeting place for the community,” and to “encourage
multi-generational age groups to interact and
experience gardening” (ioccommunitygarden.org). The
church’s ultimate mission, according to its publications,
is “to strengthen community relations through creating
and sustaining an organic garden, thus promoting
stewardship, beautification and personal belonging.”
Pastor Charles Karuku and his wife Lindsey have said
that they “love to promote gardening as a way of
40		
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for being so close to Washington, DC. Because of its
location, many residents near Poolesville Presbyterian
already have access to large tracts of land, but some of
those residents live in what are called “high-density living
areas,” townhomes with little or no room for gardens.
“In this area there’s a lot of value on being sustainable,
being green, buying local, and growing your own food,”
Williams said. “Many people in the community have that
choice. But we have lower income folks living in very high
density areas, so there’s a justice issue here. People who
are surrounded by land that’s arable don’t have access
to it. Giving people the space to grow is a priority for

ISSUE 20			

www.newidentitymagazine.com

CAREERS & CALLINGS

us for that reason as well.” Williams also emphasized
that “the Presbyterian Church USA is interested in
encouraging the development of community gardens as
an expression of our stewardship for creation and our
desire to literally get our hands in the ear th around us
instead of just merely consuming.”
Poolesville Presbyterian worked to establish its
community garden this past spring on a plot of land that
they had once thought about using for a new building.
The garden had been on the minds of church leaders for
some time, however, and when they decided to begin
the project, they were intentional about including the
entire community. They held a series of open meetings,
inviting individuals and businesses to join them in the
planning process. Town leaders pitched in as well,
offering to help with things like running water lines to the
proper ty.
Within the church itself, “the response from the
congregation has been alternatively enthusiastic and
suppor tive,” Pastor Williams says. “What’s been more
significant is that the leadership of the church has been
perfectly willing to have other people come in and
share. [They have shown] willingness to be in a genuine
par tnership with the community.” As an example,
Williams points to the fact that when they needed to
clear brush from the proper ty, someone inside the
congregation asked a local community member to help
out. The next day someone showed up with a back hoe
and removed everything. “In some churches they would
be really territorial,” Williams said. Church members
could’ve been angry because “someone didn’t go
through the proper procedures.” Instead they were just
grateful that the work had been done. Williams says he
believes strongly that “having a genuinely open attitude
toward [outside help] is par t of our call to Christian
hospitality.” He adds that “the church tends to view

outside suppor t of this as an example of par tnership
with the community.”
When asked about his vision for the future of the
garden, Williams says he sees “the garden existing as
its own entity so that it becomes a genuine community
effor t, a genuine expression of the community that’s
blended with the church itself.” He believes that this
work is laying the foundation for real relationships
between the church and the town: “Long term that
serves an evangelical purpose. You’re building a shared
bond, you’re being stewards for creation in a way that
people can see. [It is] impor tant that the community
see that this is an impor tant par t of our faith. What I
like most is that it doesn’t just say it, it does it.” Already,
some of the people from the less wealthy par ts of
the town of Poolesville, Maryland have shown up at
meetings and expressed interest in farming some of
the plots once they become available. Perhaps more
impor tantly, some of those par ticipating are people who
already have their own farms and gardens. As Pastor
Williams says, “they want it simply because it gets them
out of their own back yard. There’s that relationship
component as well.”
Poolesville Presbyterian, like IOC and dozens of other
churches across the country, senses the tremendous
value that caring for the ear th can have in helping to
bridge the gap between people and between people
and the natural world. In the space of the garden,
these churches are nur turing relationships, providing for
those in need, challenging themselves to move beyond
materialism and consumerism, and opening up avenues
for communication for people to hear about and share
the love of God. As such, their work provides a powerful
and vivid picture of the spiritual work of reconciliation,
restoration, and rejuvenation that Christ seeks to
accomplish in each of our lives.

DÉLICE WILLIAMS
Délice Williams holds a Ph.D. in English and has taught literature and writing for several years at both the high
school and college levels. She is an active member of her beloved Nazarene congregation, where she helps
to lead the children’s ministry team and often chips in with writing and design work for church publications. A
former perfectionist who reads a lot, thinks too much, and experiences periodic bouts of neatness, she seeks to
be salt and light in suburban Washington, DC.
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Dear God,
Thank you for the opportunity to read the stories of what you are
doing in the lives of others. I desire to know you more and find my
purpose and identity in you. I want to take my first steps by simply
coming to you and asking you to forgive me for all the things
that have kept me from you. Jesus, I recognize that my
sins are forgiven because you cleared all my wrongs
on the cross. May you cleanse me and make me
new. Holy Spirit, guide me in all truth and give
me the strength to follow in your ways.
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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