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FROM THE EDITOR

welcome...
THIS ISSUE MARKS THE FIRST VERSION OF A NEW AND IMPROVED TABLE OF CONTENTS THAT
we hope will better serve you. We hope to bring you even more relevant topics while still sharing the great impactful stories that
you’ve come to expect from New Identity Magazine.
Recently, we’ve updated the sections in the magazine to reflect more of what you might need to better navigate your new life
in Christ. Our main sections in the past, Culture, Community, World & Environment were meant to bring diversity to each issue
and allow anyone to find something they’d be interested in reading. We are still very much committed to diversity as we stay
focused on our goal to provide you with the information, tools and resources to aid you in your new life as a Christian. Our
new departments are specific to the needs you might have based on education, encouragement and engagement. These new
departments are–Grow, Connect & Live.

Grow
Educating and teaching you about different Christian perspectives on topics, understanding
Christian concepts, jargon, disciplines, practical applications, etc.

Connect
Encouraging you with testimonies, articles about relationships, fellowship, church, community,
discussions and expressions of faith.

Live
Engaging you to live out your faith in the real world, with stories of people actively pursuing God
and their passions, organizations and resources to apply your gifts, talents and desires to serve
God and others, sharing the love of Christ in everyday arenas.
These three departments contain specific sections that you can rely on to balance out each issue
with challenging topics and fun, light-hearted dialogue about faith and God. Take a look at the
new issue. We hope you will love the changes as much as we do.

CAILIN BRIODY HENSON
Editor-in-Chief

Like what you’re
reading?
PLEASE support our
nonprofit magazine by
DONATING today.
www.
newidentitymagazine.
com

WRITE TO US:
What are your thoughts on this issue? What topics or perspectives do you want to read about
or hear from? We love getting feedback. Send your message via e-mail or letter and please
include your name, address and daytime phone number. New Identity Magazine, P.O. Box
375, Torrance, CA 90508. Phone: (310) 947-8707; feedback@newidentitymagazine.com
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NEWS, FUN FINDS &
OPPORTUNITIES

a

Wheels for the World
Wheels for the World provides free wheelchairs to adults and children in the United States and around
the globe. A ministry of Joni and Friends International Disability Center, Wheels for the World collects
used wheelchairs in the United States that are in good condition and are easy to restore. The wheelchairs
are sent to correctional facilities where inmates restore them to like-new conditions. The chairs are then
shipped all over the world to thousands of recipients. Each new owner receives training in the use and
maintenance of their wheelchair, along with a Bible. There are a variety of ways to help, from donating a
chair to organizing a drive. To find out more, visit www.joniandfriends.com/wheels-for-the-world –Rachel
Gooneratne

BookMooch
BookMooch is the perfect solution for avid readers who need to watch their spending in a tough
economy. The web service allows you to trade books you no longer need for book that you do want.
Simply list the books you want to give away and wait for a request. And then list the books you want to
read and BookMooch will notify you when it is available. The only cost is the shipping, which is nominal
when books are shipped using the US Postal Service’s Media Mail rate. The process is simple: for each book
given away, the giver is awarded a point. Points are then used to request books from other “moochers”.
Readers can choose from thousands of titles in all genres including hard to find books. To join, visit www.
bookmooch.com –Rachel Gooneratne

e

Justice For All

g

Bible Study Fellowship

For those interested in issues of social justice, The Justice Conference is a gathering of advocates, pastors,
artists, educators committed to living out justice in the modern world. Some of the topics the conference
will focus on are issues of faith and justice, poverty, racial reconciliation, the lives of women and children,
and non-violent resistance. For details, visit thejusticeconference.com –Rachel Gooneratne

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) is a wonderful way to meet other Christians and study the word of God
together. The interdenominational organization, which began more than 50 years ago as a small women’s
Bible study group, offers classes internationally for men, women and children. There are day and evening
classes for women and children (some which include childcare for infants and toddlers), evening classes for
men, and evening classes for young adults. BSF uses a four-fold approach for a comprehensive experience:
daily individual Bible study with questions, worship and lectures, group discussions, and study notes. BSF
participants worldwide study the same book of the Bible following a schedule that coincides with the
school year. To find classes in your area, visit www.bsfinternational.org –Rachel Gooneratne
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New Identity Magazine’s mission as a publication is
to help people find their new identity in Christ by presenting
interesting topics, issues and ideas from multiple Christian
perspectives. Through this, New Identity Magazine hopes
to generate the communication and understanding to unite
people that hail from different ends of the spectrum and
encourage thought provoking discussion and commonality
through Christ. By using scriptures of the Holy Bible as
the source, the Word that binds Christians together,
and highlighting different insights into their intention and
application, New Identity Magazine aims to help readers
live a more stimulating, inclusive, and passionate life with
God. In addition, New Identity Magazine is a publication
that encourages learning, wisdom, creative expression,
and showcases the cultural and world aspects of life and
following God.
Our goal is to represent true-to-life followers of
Christ that have questions, wonder, ponder, dream and
have a willingness to learn about varying viewpoints. We
desire to dissolve the rules, categories and stereotypes
placed on Christians and non-Christians, shed God’s light
into the areas that may be forgotten or rarely talked about
but are vital in many people’s lives, and provide coverage
of topics often overlooked by the mainstream media or in
religious circles.

•Scripture quotations marked (The Message) are taken from The
Message. Copyright 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group.
•Scripture quotations marked (AMP) are taken from the Amplified
Bible, Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission.
•Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New
Living Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House
Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.
•Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King
James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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GROWTH & MATURITY

“As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said,
‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’
At once they left their nets and followed
him.” –Matthew 4:18-20 (NIV)

What Does It Mean To Follow Jesus?
Taking a look at what a commitment to a
life with Jesus might entail.
Photo © bob reid | Flickr (CC)
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GROWTH
MATURITY
GIVE& BACK

TOM KOEL
Tom Koel became a Christian at 28, twenty
years ago. He says they’ve been interesting
years and that the Lord has done a lot of
work on him. Tom has had several careers
and currently works in real estate. He has
been blessed to have his sweet wife by his
side through it all and has two fantastic boys,
ages 10 and 5.

S

o, you’re sitting there one day. Maybe you’re
alone. Maybe someone you don’t know too well
is talking you through it, or maybe your favorite
Aunt has just finished telling the story, explaining
the mystery for what might be the sixth time, and, finally,
you get it. The light goes on. It makes sense. The needle
inside of you that measures all the facts, evidence, logic,
and intuition of your life tips past the fifty percent line, and
you can honestly say that Jesus Christ is your savior for the
first time.
This can be a really exciting moment. Sometimes it
is accompanied by a rush of emotion and awareness that is
overwhelming. If you found yourself crying, you’re not alone.
I did. The people around you can be as shocked as you are. I
always wondered why that was. I think there is something quite
supernatural about seeing Christ clearly for the first time and it can
even flow over to those near by.
But sometimes that moment is unemotional, almost purely
cerebral. Some of the great Christian voices of our time confess that
no supernatural effects accompanied their conversion. The event
of their accepting Christ was one where they finally admitted to
themselves that the evidence was overwhelming, and it would be
foolish, and, in a sense, dishonest for them to remain uncommitted.
Finally, there are many in the church that believe that the
conversion experience is not so much about adding up evidence as
it is about responding to God’s work in the heart of the individual.
The experience of conversion is probably as unique as our individual
relationship with God, and it would be as much of a mistake to try
to categorize the conversion experience as it would be to attempt
to quantify it.
However that moment happens in the life of a follower of
Christ, and however celebratory or plain the events immediately
following ones confession are, when the dust settles, the most
common question is “What now?” When we consider committing
ourselves to something, it is prudent to get everything on the table
before we decide. Before I sign a contract, for example, I want to
know what is going to happen the second I set the pen down.
Before I go to work for somebody, I want to have as clear an idea
as possible about what that first day of work will look like. But
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

when we come to Christ, it often doesn’t happen that way. That
decision can have more the feel of a discovery. Once we accept the
fact that the world is not flat, we immediately wonder what the
consequences of a round world will be. Once I realized how I was
saved and the amazing personality of the one who did that for me, I
wondered what life was going to look like from now on.
When long time Christians get together and talk about
what they experienced during the first few years after their
conversion, they tell many of the same stories. They tell of friends
they had who had long pledged their friendship without reservation
or qualification - “We’ll always be friends no matter what!” - but
who could not, it turned out, be friends with a Christian. They tell
of friends they lost by using their new Christianity to beat up those
they loved. We Christians can be rather judgmental. In those early
years I lost friends by both means.
Despite the commonality of our testimonies, it really is
impossible to know just how the Christian walk is going to develop
for the individual. That is because the one really common element
for all of us is that upon conversion (and for all I know, long before
that), Christ ardently works for our good. And when we say he
works for our good, we mean it in the same way our folks meant
that this or that would be for our own good. That is, we are
being refined, purified (if you like), made better than we were by
whatever means he deems necessary. Consequently, the Christian
walk is not about things going easy, any more than the grueling
two-a-day summer workouts are about going easy on the aspiring
high school football player, though they are for his own good. Those
workouts are about making him stronger, however painful they may
feel at the time. The best coach will know when to rest his young
athletes and when to push them so that they can be what it is they
were meant to be. Even this training example is far too simplistic
when it comes to summing up the way God intends to prepare
us and what he intends to prepare us for. The Christian not only
has a relationship with their family, their community, and to other
Christians, but to the Church at large, to a place and a purpose in
God’s kingdom, and to be in specific relationship, sometime referred
to as a “union’” with Christ. It is beyond the scope of this article and
the size of my brain to be able to present a very clear idea of how
all those spheres of relationship and involvement overlap with each
other and just what they will mean as we develop our relationship
to Christ. Let’s just say that his plans for us far exceed what we
could have imagined for ourselves. Not only that, the work he does
on us is custom tailored.
We are all uniquely made. And as much as “We are all
special” is a cliché, there really is something completely accurate
about that. There is one who perceives us not only as we are, but
as we could and should be. He imagined us into existence.
That unique thing about us hovers far back in our
conscious like someone calling from far away, a distant voice we can
almost hear. The core, the true self, has been covered by layers of
sin over the years to the extent that what we believe to be our true
self, that thing that makes us special, is often quite different from
the individual Christ sees. It may be that we pride ourselves on our
patience when in fact our patience really is cowardice. It may be
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that our professed love of the learning process is truly a desire to
Especially in the beginning of our relationship to him, the biggest
not have to finally make a decision and act. Even our insistence on
steps we can take with success are often times related to our own
not being a bother, can truly be an attempt to gain attention. C.S.
daily behavior. God’s more likely early demand of me would be to
Lewis brilliantly unravels the ways sin infects our personalities in both perhaps treat my mother with more respect, to abandon the notion
The Screwtape Letters, and The Great Divorce. These books had
that a white lie is any other color than a black lie, or to step up and
a great impact on changing my perspective about some of those
pay for the gas when it is my turn. In all truthfulness these demands
traits that I had been proud to brag about in the past.
never go away. It is the daily small behaviors of the Christian that
Since we are different, and since what we are meant to
form the foundation of all great Christian acts. If you can be faithful
be is probably not clear to us, though it is to him, we should expect
with these small things, it may be that Christ will ask something
that our walk, our process, our adventure, will be unique and
greater of you, but you will quickly find that these small behaviors
surprising. There is, however, a common element that reaches into
are anything but easy to clean up. You can succeed at them, but
the Christian walk for all of us. The one common thread is that the
not without a lot of pain and repentance. And you will find them
attention that we get from Christ when we invite him into our lives
everywhere.
and continue to invite him into our lives is immense. I could never
Imagine the world as new and unpredictable. Imagine that
have guessed how much work I needed. I’m sure I have no idea
you are forging a path through a foreign land. You are a Samari,
even now. And it is not just that I’m broken and need healing, it’s
or a Ninja, or a Knight, at once going forth in the name of the King,
that he wants me to run and be victorious. He is not grooming me
while yourself being tested and purified. What’s going to happen?
to survive, but to win.
Who knows. The fact is we never know how things are going to
I must quickly say that what I used to think victory was is
go, but we think we do. We imagine a scenario we’d like to see play
far from what I think it is today. Today the victory I seek is a truer,
out and then move in that direction. “I think I’ll get married when
more robust, and more victorious victory where there is no finish
I’m in my late twenties. Three kids, I think. And I’ll have a career in
line but a constant expectancy of joy, vigor, and approval. Also, it is
something creative. Yes, that’s it.” Having a plan is a good thing.
not a victory over someone else (though it may be over something
But when Christ is walking you through the adventure of your life,
else like sin). It may be participating in bringing more justice or
remember that how the adventure unfolds, by definition, is not
peace into the world, something Christ would have done. It is not
something you can anticipate. It’s how you move through it that
a victory that sets me above others, but is no less of a victory.
makes all the difference.
As Christians, we are all connected,
There are probably two easy errors of
whether we understand it or perform
action Christians fall into. The first is that
it very well or not, Christ sees us in
once we are saved, we are inclined to feel
“Fortunately, it is Christ who saves
union, as a coordinated group. Our
we are somehow qualified and ordained
the world. Not me. He uses the world to save the world. This is the judgmental
place in that group is critical. Victory
here is as the victory of an army. All
Christian, shoving Jesus down everybody’s
to start the testing, training, and
for one and one for all. I think it is
throat. This can be particularly annoying
purification process in my life.”
something like this that Christ has in
to those around us who remember that
store for us.
just a week ago we were enthusiastically
Anyway, the point is that this
involved in something we are now quick to
relationship to Christ must be personal and intimate. He wants to
condemn. By the way, Christ did not introduce the world to morality
be as close to you as you will let him. He knocks on the door and
when he came to earth. Many non-Christians have a pretty clear
will not come in unless you open the door. Insofar as you allow him,
sense of right and wrong. When I suddenly became a Christian and
he becomes the one next to you at all moments of the day and
just as suddenly appointment myself as an authority in all matters
night. Everything that happens to you should be viewed in light of
of morality and justice, I did not win many listeners. Fortunately, it is
what it might be that he is trying to show you. And every action
Christ who saves the world. Not me. He uses the world to start the
you take should likewise be viewed in light of whether it seems he
testing, training, and purification process in my life. Young Christians
is urging you toward it or not. Again, he will communicate with you
find the world working on them more than they find themselves
by any means he deems appropriate, whether it be through those
working on the world. Old Christians do too.
around you in the church, your grouchy siblings, or your strange
This is why going to church is so important. Scripture is
neighbors. Look for his encouragement and council everywhere.
very clear that we Christians need to be around each other every
When I say stuff like this, I immediately want to un-say
bit as much as we need to be out there in the world. The church is
it. I imagine the gullible reader taking this in and then listening to
called the body of Christ, and as a Christian, new or old, you are
his crazy uncle say something like, “God wants you to give all your
part of that. It may seem uncomfortable to step into a place where
money to some small church in Africa, and then live on the street.”
(depending on the church) people are very inclined to walk right
Could he want you to do that? He is sovereign. It is possible. In my
up to you and start a conversation. But that is partly the point.
experience God asks us to do those things that are within reach –
Apart from the obvious benefits of being in a society of people who
that we could actually succeed at – and are in context to our lives.
are invested in the same savior you are, Christ has no intention
8		 new identity magazine
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of letting you lay back and become a wall flower. He wants us
to be bumping up against each other. Taking action and taking
responsibility. It is this interaction, combined with prayer and the
Scriptures, that produces the mature men and women of God. We
have to get out there and mix it up.
With all of that, we will find that sometimes our efforts
do not produce the result we were hoping for and it will seem that
we have failed. We may work really hard with some good friends
who were on the verge of divorcing only to see them go through
with it. We may encourage a friend or child toward something we
believe fits them perfectly only to see them take another road. We
may try desperately to help a friend avoid substance abuse only
to see them fail. We have to keep in mind that we can work hard
for what is good, with good intentions, but we do not have the
power to make people do things, nor should we want that power.
That is between them and God. Furthermore, events take place
for reasons we do not understand. Terminal diseases crop up, cars
crash, people leave for reasons we do not understand. The world
is often a heartbreaking place and it does not break less when we
are Christians. We must remember that God is sovereign. This is
his world. He will make it right, and ultimately he will explain these
tragedies to us.
It is from here that the phrase “everything happens for a
reason” originates and is very helpful. The feeling that we do not
have the control that we would like, and that our efforts are not
guaranteed to succeed no matter how well performed, lead many
Christians to the second of our two errors, the error of inaction.
And it is here that our phrase “everything happens for a
reason” takes on another much less productive meaning. When
this phrase is over applied, it loses the antiseptic effect of soothing
the effects of tragedy, and becomes more of an opiate. Soon it is
said for any mishap or unwanted turn of events. Finally it is uttered
on the mere occasion when things happen that we do not like.
We say it when we do not get the job, when we are late for an
appointment, when our team loses the big game, and when our
friend is left standing at the altar. When this phrase has been spun
and degraded to this level of application, it is best seen as the
expression of a lazy spirituality. For while all room must be given
to the mystery of God’s sovereignty – his absolute power to allow
tragic events to unfold at his will, a notion deeply tangled with
humanity’s free will and God’s insistence on being the one solely
responsible for the victory of history (if that is not a too-quick and
far too-incomplete analysis of what God’s sovereignty is, I don’t
know what is) – he leaves us free to present an inferior resume,
sleep past our alarm, root for a team that gives a second rate
performance, and fall in love with someone who is not good for
us. In my experience, “everything happens for a reason” is most
often used today in this degraded sense, as a cop out for our own
responsibility to act and act well.
We can see this notion applied in other ways. I feel that
we as Christians are in danger of shirking our duty as followers of
Christ when we turn our eyes from someone in need and say to
ourselves “I hope God helps that guy,” or “if God wants that guy
to have money, he’ll make it happen.” Now there may be good
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

reasons why you do not want to give money to the guy at the
freeway off-ramp. I’m not arguing whether you should or should
not. What I am saying is that we must be very clear that our action
or inaction impacts him. If we do not give him money, he will not eat
(or drink). We cannot be content to say “if God wants him to eat,
he’ll feed him,” just as we cannot say about a failure due to a weak
performance that “everything happens for a reason.” Unless by that
you mean to finish the sentence by “and the reason is that I blew it.”
The first error, that of over-action, is most common to
the young Christian, while the second, of in-action, to the seasoned
Christian. The novice of anything is typically loud and clumsy, while
the the veteran is typically fatigued.
It would be best to be energetic, thoughtful, and precise.
Let’s put ourselves into the shoes of the person we are about
to judge. And let’s remain ready to, and at least sometimes
look forward to, bumping shoulders with our family members,
church members, neighbors, and fellow townspeople, however
unpredictable it may be. Clumsy or not, Christ will work on us, and
maybe even on them, in those interchanges.
Being thoughtful and being infused with the energy for an
adventure requires an intimate prayer life with Christ. We have to
keep it in front of us that he is with us at all times and desires to
lead us and encourage us. He desires to pick us up and brush us off
when we fall, comfort us when we need rest, and send us back into
battle again, encouraged and confident. Without his help we will fail
to act well when we do act, and fail to act at all when we are timid
or tired. Talk to him all the time. He is listening and wants you to
understand.
And read the Bible. It’s the miracle book, a book written
by the hand of men, but inspired by the Spirit of God. I know it can
be hard to understand in places (many places). It is a statement by
the Maker of the Universe about who he is, about what he wishes
to say publicly to the human race, about what he did for the human
race, and about how we should live. It is told in the form of direct
discourse, history, stories, songs, poems, parables, facts, and figures
– all the ways we communicate in writing. We should expect it
to be rather deep. If I read the Bible and felt after having done so
that there was nothing in it that was beyond me, I frankly wouldn’t
believe it was the Bible. If the Bible was not an endless source of
revelation and supernatural truth - that is, truth that could not have
come from people - then it must be a fraud. But when you read it
you find that it is not like any other book. And that is why no other
book written has had the impact this book has. It is the miracle
book. Read it. Meditate on it. Ask your brothers and sisters in
Christ about it, and pray about it. Jesus will help you.
Living out your adventure will not be about your career
or having the perfect family. It cannot be about anything you
have anticipated. You will represent Jesus, sometimes poorly. The
moments you represent him best may be the moments you are
least self-conscious about it. You will see deeper into things. You will
know people better than you ever thought you could. Life will be
rich in the sense of that traveller who goes in search of gold but
instead finds wisdom and the meaning of life. And as you go, the
meaning of your life will begin to take the form of a now familiar
face.
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IN PERSPECTIVE

Showcasing today’s touchy subjects.

Contraceptive Series

Condoms & Disease Prevention
Is it worth the gamble?
The final installment of our contraceptives
series discusses AIDS, condom use, and
Christian perspectives on the issue.
Photo © Virginie Moerenhout | Flickr (CC)

WENDY VAN EYCK
Wendy Van Eyck blogs about her journey
at www.halfformedwish.blogspot.com
and is currently earning her keep as Head
of Production of a 24-hour Christian Music
Channel in Johannesburg, South Africa.
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ach year about 19 million people are infected with
a sexually transmitted disease in the United States
according to the Centre for Disease Control (CDC).
The CDC claim that almost half of those infections
occur among young people aged 15 – 24. However those
figures are a drop in the ocean compared to the figures
released by UNAIDS that claim in 2008 at least 35 million
people were living with HIV/Aids in sub-saharan Africa. This
figure means that 67% of all people living with HIV/Aids live
in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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If you’re thinking what does this have to do with birth
relationship for life. Fifi* stated that, “If you don’t indulge in precontrol then it might be time to talk about condoms and the role
marital sex or fornication or adultery the question of ‘safe sex’
they play in disease prevention, not only of HIV/Aids but also from
won’t come up.” While another respondent cited a pastor who told
genital human papillomavirus (HPV) infection and HPV-associated
him that CONDOM stands for “Curse On Nation Destroyers of
diseases, e.g., genital warts and cervical cancer. The CDC state that, Men.”
“Latex condoms, when used consistently and correctly, are highly
While the respondents all spoke out quite loudly about
effective in preventing the sexual transmission of HIV, the virus
it being wrong for Christians to use condoms for pre-marital sex
that causes AIDS. In addition, consistent and correct use of latex
one did confess that he got expelled from a Catholic School for
condoms reduces the risk of other
giving a girl a condom as a birthday
sexually transmitted diseases.” The
present. This story highlights that
catch is consistent and correct use.
while the church and Christians often
“While these studies show that condom preach abstinence the reality is that
Consistent use means using a
condom from start to finish with each
many Christians fall far from that
use does decrease the risk of infections
act of intercourse and for every act of
The Guttmacher Institute,
it also shows that even with condom use mark.
intercourse. European studies between
which studies reproductive health and
the risk of being infected with an STD is sexual behaviour, found in 1997 that
“discordant couples” or couples where
one partner is infected with HIV/Aids
still high which is why abstinence before by the age of 20 at least 75% of young
and the other is not have shown that
adults had engaged in pre-marital
marriage and faithfulness in marriage
among 123 couples who reported
sex in America and more than 90%
consistently using condoms there
by the age of 30. Amongst Christians,
is often advocated as the best form of
were no infections. In contrast, 12 of
the Barna Group, a well-respected
prevention.”
the uninfected partners from a group
research organisation who work
of 122 couples who used condoms
predominately with Christian ministers
inconsistently became infected with
and churches, found that in America
HIV/Aids. A recent review of 14 studies involving discordant couples
more than half of church going Christians find no fault with sex
concluded that consistent use of condoms led to an 80% reduction
outside of marriage.
in HIV/Aids infection. While these studies show that condom use
While the Bible (see Genesis 2:10-12; 1 Corinthians 6:16; 1
does decrease the risk of infections it also shows that even with
Corinthians 7: 2 and Hebrews 13:4) very clearly teaches that sex is
condom use the risk of being infected with an STD is still high which
a gift from God for marriage between husband and wife it is clear
is why abstinence before marriage and faithfulness in marriage is
that this is for many Christians an ideal that they will never realise.
often advocated as the best form of prevention. The question is:
Sam*, a Nigerian, felt strongly that, “…smart people use condoms
does it work in real life?
in all relationships, including adultery, fornication and marriage.
If you must sin, sin with sense.” Of course, this doesn’t mean that
The Real World
using a condom makes sexual sin something God approves of; it
just means that if you are going to chose to live outside of God’s
You may ask why it is even necessary for married couples
plan than limiting the consequences of your actions for yourself and
to use condoms? Some married couples choose to use condoms to
others makes sense. This is a stance that, interestingly enough, has
protect themselves if one or both of the couples have been or are
been advocated by none other than the Catholic Church in recent
infected from a previous relationship to prevent further infection.
years.
On the other hand some couples choose to use condoms as birth
Is This a Christian Issue?
control. After a bad experience with the pill, Chris and Rachel, were
told by doctors that she must never use hormonal birth control
Following the introduction of the Pill in the 1930’s many
again. After researching various birth control options available to
protestant churches left decisions regarding birth control up to the
them, and taking into account that doctors advised it would be
couple to determine. The Catholic Church did not follow suit and its
dangerous to Rachel’s health to fall pregnant, the couple decided to
outspokenness regarding condom use for birth control and disease
use condoms to prevent pregnancy. Other married couples report
prevention has long been a site of debate among those inside the
using condoms when one partner has a yeast infection or when
Catholic Church and those outside it. Then in December 2010, it
there is concern that another form of birth control might fail while
appeared that the Pope might be changing his stance on condom
some say that condoms enhance their sex life.
use when he was quoted in an interview as saying that condoms
Reasons for using condoms vary widely but an informal
could be used in certain cases – such as for male prostitutes to
survey among thirty or so Christians from a variety of African
prevent disease infection.
countries for this article revealed that, in Africa at least, the use
Shortly after this a quote was released by the Vatican
of condoms to prevent sexually transmitted disease is still seen as
saying that Pope Benedict XVI’s comments should not be taken
inferior to saving sex for marriage and then remaining in a faithful
www.newidentitymagazine.com			
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“No matter which perspective you take on using
condoms for disease prevention perhaps most
important is to realise that all STD’s, including
HIV/Aids, are preventable.”
out of context and that he was simply saying that using a condom
is a lesser evil than transmitting HIV to a sexual partner - even if
that means a woman averts a possible pregnancy. The statement
also went onto reaffirm that ‘the Church does not of course
consider condoms to be the authentic and moral solution’ to the
problem of AIDS. While the Pope’s comments did not reform or
change the Catholic churches teaching on birth control it did once
again reaffirm that human sexuality is an expression of love and
responsibility and that the use of a condom to reduce the danger
of infection can be “a first act of responsibility…a first step on the
road toward a more human sexuality” and a first step towards
loving, and protecting others, as you would yourself.
This message has been well-received in many African
countries where efforts to stem the tide of HIV/Aids infections
have focused condom distribution and education around practicing
so-called safe sex. African countries where the focus has been
on condom use alone have the highest condom user rates on
the continent but also suffer the highest HIV prevalence rates.
Interestingly, the African country who has seen the greatest
reduction – a 50 percent drop in infections in four years - is Uganda
which aggressively promoted an “ABC” approach. This approach
prioritizes “Abstinence”, “Be faithful,” and then only “Condoms.”
Weekly radio broadcasts on Trans World Radio instructed
Ugandans on how to avoid infection – not through condom use –
but through chastity before marriage and fidelity afterwards.
Ultimately, no matter which perspective you take on
using condoms for disease prevention perhaps most important is
to realise that all STD’s, including HIV/Aids, are preventable. Using
a condom can be a good prevention strategy but it is also a bit of
a gamble. Using condoms and having sex with infected partners or
multiple partners will never be 100% risk free and definitely is not as
effective as having one faithful sexual partner. Choosing to have a
mutually monogamous relationship with an uninfected partner for
life is the only real protection against sexually transmitted diseases.
·NAMES CHANGED TO PROTECT IDENTITIES
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Revolutionary
Subordination
Looking into the often controversial
Ephesians 5:22-24 that says “Wives, submit
to your husbands as to the Lord.”

Nathan Rutan is a recent graduate of
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
California. In his spare time Nathan enjoys
keeping up on technology, spending time
with his family, exercising and working on
a math-less theory of gravitation which he
developed on a napkin many years ago.

I

f you’d like to be wildly unpopular at dinner parties or
other social events, try bringing up a scripture passage
such as Ephesians 5:22-24 without first explaining that
you don’t agree with such ideas. This will certainly earn
you some immediate “stink eye” as they say in Hawaii, and it
may also end up starting a conversation in which words such
as “egalitarianism,” “patriarchalism” and lots of other “isms” get
thrown around like hot potatoes.

Photo © caleb wilkerson | Flickr (CC)

www.newidentitymagazine.com			

NATHAN RUTAN

If you’re unfamiliar with this particular passage, it’s the
one that says “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”
Furthermore, it says that wives should submit to their husbands
because he [the husband] is the “head of the wife as Christ is
the head of the Church...” Now, if that sounds like one of those
scriptures that’s on the naughty list in contemporary American
culture, you’re right. Of course it’s not without good reason that
this particular passage is considered potentially sensitive. There are
many historic examples of this and similar passages being used both
on the personal and institutional levels to support abuses of power,
and the continuation of status quo—especially when that status
quo happens to be situations of male domination. Indeed, depending
on the situation, this may often be the case, as theologian Elisabeth
Schüssler Fiorenza has pointed out, the “trajectory [of Ephesians
5:22 and other similar scriptures] Christianizes imperial social and
ecclesial (or Church-based…“Ekklesia” is Greek for “Church”)
structures.”
Before we begin to investigate the situation with regard
to Ephesians 5:22-24, we may want to start by asking ourselves
whether a patriarchal society is automatically wrong, and what we
mean when we think of a “patriarchal” society. For the most part,
our immediate rejection of a patriarchal society stems from the fact
that we live in a society that is still under the influence of all that
happened in what’s called the Age of Enlightenment in 17th and 18th
century Europe. Without getting into too much detail, the cultural
development called the Enlightenment is basically where we get our
Liberal Democratic social ideals. These ideals are responsible for the
priority we place as a society on individualism, equality, personal
justice and other such notions. And, while these are certainly good
things, there are always drawbacks to societal advancement.
One such drawback is the fact that individualism can be
damaging to community development, and foster an unhealthy
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obsession with the self above concern for others. In addition, some
scholars, theologians and philosophers have recently pointed out
that the Liberal Democratic ideal of the Age of Enlightenment
may not in actual fact be the utopia of equality that it’s usually
considered. Furthermore, the liberal societal ideal of “equality” may
just be another large, powerful form of discrimination hidden under
the guise of “equality.” You may want to pause here and think for a
moment how people who disagree with our contemporary ideals
of equality and other notions are treated. Are they given the space
to hold to their convictions, and to disagree in a civil manner, or are
they demonized, smeared and mistreated when they don’t kowtow
to the party line?
Of course much can be written about the various effects,
both good and bad, that the Enlightenment exerted on our
sociopolitical situation, but with regard to our present scripture
passage we may want to begin by taking
a brief look at some of the ways this
passage has been interpreted. Going back
at least to Martin Luther in the 16th century,
we find scholars starting to refer to this
particular section of scripture using the
German word “haustafeln.” In the German
language, this word stands for “household
code” or “household tablet”. While the
term haustafeln refers to a larger section
of scripture, including parts of Colossians,
Ephesians and 1 Peter, our passage is a
good example of the overall thrust of these
sections. But what is a “household code?”
Basically, this refers to the ancient Greek,
popular philosophy of family duties based
on certain familiar roles. This philosophy
was a part of particular Greek philosophical
system called “Stoicism.”
Now, this is where the story starts
to get interesting. Scholars since Martin
Luther have been busy debating where these household code
sections of scripture might have come from. The most popular
and widely accepted idea originates from a scholar named Martin
Dibelius who lived in the 1800s. Dibelius hypothesized that since
the ideas of Jesus were so concerned with the Kingdom of God
and mostly spiritual, otherworldly things, that his followers would
have needed to come up with a way of living, or a “social-ethic”
after he died. According to Dibelius, Christ’s followers (and the
writers of the New Testament, including Ephesians) need not look
much farther than the popular family codes of the day since these
were rather common in Greek society. So, the story goes, that
the household code (and the section of text that we are referring
to) are basically borrowed from the Greek popular philosophical
lexicon of the day. Of course, this does present a problem since
it implies that the ethical instruction of the Bible and the church
can be borrowed rather than originating with its founder—Jesus.
This places Christianity on an interesting footing, since it basically
just implies that Jesus was reiterating the core of our liberal social

ideals, namely, that Jesus was showing us how to be “fully human”
which ends up relativizing the teaching of Jesus so that it’s no longer
unique.
But, as the story deepens, we have more problems with
this interpretation. Of course, this idea that Jesus really didn’t have
a reliable “ethic” or leave behind a way of living for his followers
since he was so wildly focused on the end of the world, became
entrenched in the minds of scholars since the time of Dibelius in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. What this means for us is
that many scholars have simply assumed that the household code
represents an essentially conservative ethic as our quote from
Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza pointed out, and that they simply uphold
the patriarchal situation of the time when Ephesians was written
(again, since the “household codes” were borrowed from popular
culture).
Now, if we view the text from the lens
of our modern, liberal mindset with all of its
notions of equality and individual freedom,
these household code passages look pretty
suspect. It’s easy to see why those who
are working toward the freedom and
liberation would want to simply skip over
these passages at best, or at worst attack
them as upholding a backward social ideal.
But is it possible that there is another way
to look at these household code passages?
Theologians such as John Howard Yoder
believe there is. In fact, in his landmark
theological work titled The Politics of Jesus,
Yoder argues that the household code were
indeed revolutionary for their time, if we are
willing to see them with fresh eyes and look
beyond the basic assumptions of Martin
Dibelius which are so prevalent in New
Testament scholarship.
John Howard Yoder’s basic premise in
his Politics of Jesus is that the household code as presented in the
Bible, and especially our passage in Ephesians, represent a kind of
third way between simply upholding the patriarchal structures of
the day, and an all out violent revolution. Indeed, part of the main
thrust of Yoder’s argument is that if we look at the way that the
text in Ephesians 5:22 is structured, we see that it is addressed
first to the wives, who culturally find themselves in the subordinate
position. In addition, the text calls for the wives, in this case those
apparently without any power, to submit to the husband who is in
the dominant position.
Why is this important? It’s important because it would
hardly need to be stressed in such a society that women (also
children and slaves) should need to submit since this was completely
understood by everyone. Why would the writer of Ephesians
feel it necessary to reiterate this? According to Yoder, it was due
to the liberating effect of Gospel message. Yoder notes that “for
the apostles to encourage slaves and women to be subordinate,
there must have been some specific reason for them to have been

“Individualism can be
damaging to community
development, and foster an
unhealthy obsession with
the self above concern for
others.”
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tempted to behave otherwise.” He further states that “there must
have been something in the experience of their becoming Christians,
or in their education as new members of the Christian community,
or in their experience in the life of that group, which had given to
these subjects a vision or a breath of a new kind of dignity and
responsibility.”
So, according to Yoder, the Gospel message freed those
without power into a new reality, and the writer of Ephesians was
calling them to be subordinate for the sake of Christ. Yoder goes
further to say that, “the subordinate person becomes a free ethical
agent in the act of voluntarily acceding to subordination in the
power of Christ instead of bowing to it fatalistically or resentfully.”
This point is very important as this mirrors what many other
scholars such as G.E. Ladd say of the kingdom message of Christ,
namely, that in Christ the kingdom of God is an “already and not
yet” reality. This is precisely why we don’t see Christ leading a
violent insurrection in order to overthrow the present realm. Christ
has inaugurated the kingdom of God, but does not need to force
it into place. And that means that the attitude toward positions of
unequal power will somewhat remain, however, they have been put
on notice of their eventual collapse by the message of Christ.
Now, if the temptation here is to try and simply see the
liberating message of the Gospel of Christ as another way of
phrasing our basic liberal democratic ideals, another point may
help. In a widely known book titled The Moral Vision of the New
Testament, critically acclaimed biblical scholar named Richard
Hays notes that “the household code of Ephesians articulates a
vision for a community whose social relations are impacted by the
gospel of Jesus Christ...[but] the vision is not egalitarian, if measured
anachronistically by twentieth-century ideals of social equality.” Hays
goes on to state that “Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza aptly describes
this social order as ‘love patriarchalism.”
As with anything, there is always more to a subject
than can be seen on first glance. So it is with this particular issue.
Another important dimension to the discussion about the Eph.
5:22-24 text is that the call to submission is reciprocal. Indeed, the
husband is called both in verse 21 and verse 25 to submit to the wife.
First, verse 21 contains the general call to “submit...to one another
out of reverence for Christ.” In addition, verse 25 goes further and
calls the husband to “love [his wife] as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her.” Now, due to the scope of this article, I
won’t be able to discuss in detail the “Christological” dimension (or
relating to the person, nature, and role of Christ) of these passages,
but I would like to point out that many scholars also believe this to
be a novel approach to the basic assumptions of the day (namely
the Greek philosophy of “roles”) wherein the Gospel message once
again turns the culture on its head instead of simply endorsing the
status quo. The way in which the Christological emphasis of the
text accomplishes this, according to some scholars, is that the idea
of Christ and the husband laying down their lives for the partner is
at complete odds with Greek idea of dignity that was assigned to
males in the culture. In other words, it was then, much as it is now,
men were “macho” and they didn’t go around laying themselves
down for others.
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

As I mentioned before, the scope of this article prevents
anything but a mere surface scan of this issue, but I hope that I have
at least furnished you with some new or fresh ways to approach
the texts in question. Now, as we part ways, I would like to ask
whether the ideas discussed in this short article have spurred you
to dive deeper into the word of God, to research more fully the
situation discussed or whether you are possibly insulted by what
has been presented? I acknowledge that you certainly have the
right to feel strongly about this subject one way or another as this
certainly is not an easy topic with which to make either meaningful
statements or to simply dismiss. Furthermore, I must comment that
as a man, this is a difficult subject to write about, and I hope that
this article won’t be taken as another attempt at endorsing an
unequal power situation. My goal for this article is to present some
of the relevant material regarding this subject with the hope that
you will take it upon yourself to more fully seek this topic out. In
your endeavors I pray that you will be blessed with insight.

JARGONTHEOLOGY
Dictionary of Christian Jargon for
the Ordinary Person
Theology is talk about God. In some sense
we are all theologians. If we do or if we do not believe
in a being that deserves our ultimate commitment
then that is enough to say that we have a theology.
Different churches may have different theologies and
it is important to remember that theology is not God
or truth about God but talk about God. It is people’s
way of explaining God. For the most part theology has
been seen as something done by old stuffy church men
but theology is also done by everyday people in some
form or another.
There are two different types of theologies:
embedded and deliberative. Embedded theology or
talk about God is what happens when we say things
like “God helps those who help themselves” or “I’m
praying for you.” Deliberative theology is when we
take sayings like these and our current situation or
culture pushes us to wrestle with the questions that
they inevitably bring to the surface. If “God helps those
who help themselves” then why is he not helping
me? If “I’m praying for you” then how come you are
not getting better? These types of questions require
reflection and meditation. These are the types of
questions that require us to look into sacred scriptures
and history. Sometimes we come up with more
questions than answers but that is what happens
when you do good theology. –Ramon Mayo
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The 8th COMMANDMENT
Erica Mongé-Greer helps us better
understand the 8th Commandment
– You shall not steal.
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ERICA MONGÉ-GREER

Erica Mongé-Greer is a graduate of
Fuller Theological Seminary with a MA in
Biblical Studies and Ancient Near Eastern
Language and Literature. She teaches at
Vanguard University and Life Pacific College,
while writing occasionally for freelance
publication. Erica lives in Pasadena with her
husband, Joshua, and two children: Caleb
and Emma.

T

he verses in Exodus chapter twenty that make
up what we call the Ten Commandments were
not accepted by the ancients as a systematized
set of commands. They were accepted as a
simple summary of basic ways to live in community with
one another. Christians today gather in churches from
week to week with other people with whom they might
otherwise have nothing in common. However, because of
a simple act of faith, they have a religious conversion upon
which to base communion and fellowship. Likewise, for the
ancient Israelites, a simple act of faith brought these people
together in a desert, following a leader who spoke directly
with God. It is through this relationship and its meaningful
history that Christians today are given the Word of God.
The eighth commandment is given in this context, a simple
command to help in the structure of community among the
ancient Israelite people.

The eighth commandment says you shall not steal.
Modern understanding beckons us to dismiss this commandment
as irrelevant. We live in a society where theft is wrong. Robbery
makes the news, and it is often associated with chaos and revolt.
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Why would such an obviously devastating activity need to be
acknowledged even in this most basic way? It’s not because the
ancients were chaotic, stealing from one another. Instead, it is a
reminder of stewardship. Stewardship is a frequent theme in the
Bible. A faithful person is expected to be a faithful steward, which
means he or she is responsible to care for any possession with
utmost attention. An unfaithful steward squanders possession and
time; an unfaithful steward is a thief. A faithful steward honors God
by caring for his or her possessions and being faithful with time.
The commandment to refrain from stealing may apply to so many
individual circumstances, but the most important is to honor God as
a faithful steward.
What does it mean to refrain from stealing in today’s
world? Most of us are not caught up in committing acts of crime.
But all of us have opportunities as stewards of God’s creation. For
one, we have a commitment to care for our environment. God’s
people are people who are faithful to care for the planet and its
resources, as a gift, not to be stolen, but to be looked after and
cared for. We are also stewards of our relationships. Jesus teaches
us clearly that all the commandments are summed up in two things:
we are to love God and love one another. A friend recently pointed
out that Christians have a duty to be stewards in their relationships,
especially in dating. A kiss, or physical touch, that comes outside of
marriage may be stealing from another man’s or woman’s future
spouse. And, when married, we are called to be faithful stewards of
our spouse and relationships with our children. Even in our jobs, we
can be faithful stewards by showing up on on time and honoring
company policies and procedures.
As faithful Christians, we are also called to be faithful
stewards. Refraining from theft is not enough. Maintaining faithful
stewardship of the good things that God gives us is at the heart of
this commandment.
Tell us what you think. Share your opinion at www.
newidentitymagazine.com.
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Loving Your Enemies
Kelli Ward talks about Jesus’ request,
learning to love your enemies, and the
need to regularly offer forgiveness.
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KELLI WARD
With an intense love of and for the Lord
(which didn’t manifest itself in her until
her early 20’s), Kelli wants to share her
experiences in being a Christian with the
world in a down-home-direct way. As an
aspiring screenwriter living in Los Angeles
with an M.F.A. from USC, Kelli has also most
recently decided to devote her writing talent
to educating the masses about the Christian
walk.
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s I write on the topic of loving my enemies, I can’t
help but think about the times when someone’s
words or actions have purposefully hurt me.
More often than not I’ve been called words like
ugly, or disgusting, told I’m not talented enough, or that
I didn’t deserve the grand prize in life. This hurt me. This
hurt me so deeply, to my core even that when I think of
these past events, the wound somehow re-opens, claiming
its hold on me for that moment in time. I cry, I yell, I even
curse and none of it makes me feel better. I struggled to
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forgive my offenders and love them.

enough. To be honest, her behavior towards me really bothered
me. Now I’m not one for confrontation, but I had to get this off my
But then I prayed. This wasn’t easy. I prayed to God to
chest. Especially because she was in a mentor/teacher position and
let go of these feelings of resentment and pain, to remember that I
she gave up on me about half way through the session, marking me
am a child of God and he has created me just as I am and what is
down as a lost cause. I was truly hoping that she wouldn’t do this
mine is mine. Then I prayed for the man or woman who hurt me. I
to anyone else in the future. I told her how I felt and she had guilt
prayed that they would know that words have just as much power
written all over her face. Scrambling for words to match mine, I told
as fists, that behavior and absolute statements are not for them to
her that I was going to be just fine, God has my back. That brought
make, and I prayed that they would never treat someone like that
her to a halt. She was speechless. Know that God is our best
again. I prayed for their families, their health, and their provision.
defense against any hurt, anger, pain, etc. He’s a rock in a weary
Then I prayed that they know God and are forgiven. After this,
land. This helped me to accept what happened and to finally bring it
I asked him for courage, power, and that I will never say or do
to God’s feet, to lay it before him.
something to someone like that which has been done to me. But
Jesus is the ultimate forgiver. He was on the cross, looking
it doesn’t stop here. As you’ve read, these events occurred in the
down at the men and women persecuting him, and he still asked
past for me, but they seem to always
the Father to forgive them. To forgive
come up, like somehow it’s not
is to cease to feel resentment against
over, not fully forgotten or forgiven.
an offender, pardon, to forgive one’s
“You will know you have forgiven them
Something that I hold onto everyday
enemies. We are all called to be
when you see them, and no animosity,
is the fact that above all else I must
examples of Jesus. Jesus didn’t have time
love God. To love Him means to
pain, fear, frustration, or anger fills in your to wallow in the pain he felt towards
forgive people of their actions that
those who were mistreating him. As we
thoughts.”
may have caused you pain. You will
say nowadays, he kept it moving, kept
know you have forgiven them when
it stepping to eternal salvation. He was
you see them, and no animosity, pain,
on a mission. See, many times things
fear, frustration, or anger fills in your thoughts.
pop up in life to keep us from achieving our destiny. Pain from the
This is one of my favorite scriptures about forgiveness: “But past will have a hold over our future. But we all know that when
I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
we are reborn in Christ we are new creatures, the old things passed
that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his
away. Another help in the process of forgiving your enemies is to
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous know that your relationship with God and your salvation is more
and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward
important than any grievance. After all, God prepares a table before
will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if
you in the presence of your enemies. (Psalms 23: 5) Remember, we
you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than
have the same blood of Jesus covering us and flowing through us
others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your
which means we have the same will to forgive.
heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:44-48, NIV).
You may still be asking why Christ wants us to love our
This startles me every time I read it. How is this possible?
enemies in the first place. It’s because he wants us to all be in one
How do we open our hearts, and keep a smile on our faces around
accord. Now you may be asking, how is it possible to be in one
those that degrade us, and treat us like yesterday’s leftovers? We
accord with our enemy, isn’t that reserved for Christians only?
must remember that we are all children of God. To love your enemy The answer is no. To be in one accord means to be in agreement,
is to not think about them in a fleshly manner full of glaring eyes, or
to reconcile. When you’ve fully forgiven said enemy you’ve been
a racing heart, and in contempt but to simply not think of them at
reconciled with them, you’ve agreed to forgive. Sometimes the
all as the person who upset you, but to think of them as a child of
enemy that we refer to is someone who works in the church with
God who makes mistakes just as you do. Jeanine Griffin, a devout
us, we may be on the mother’s board together, or in an auxiliary,
Christian and mother of two adds that “the best way to love
but we must always remember that in the church we are there to
your enemies is to think of every person as your brother or sister
serve Jesus. At times this may mean loving people you don’t even
in Christ. If we look at everyone with that in mind then it makes
like very much. Romans 15: 5-7, “May the God who gives endurance
it easier to pray for that person earnestly. Now loving someone
and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward
should also be unconditional. So that means that you embrace them each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one
and their habits and try to show them another way to live strictly
voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
through your behavior.” Loving them is walking and talking in his
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to
peace. Wow, this calls us to love the people that hate us and make
bring praise to God.” As Christians we have to be living examples
us cry. But what if we just can’t let it go, if the hurt has etched itself
of Christ. In church a few Sundays ago, the speaker quoted Gandhi,
on the inside of us?
who once said “I like your Christ, but I don’t like your Christians,
In one of the instances mentioned in the first paragraph,
because your Christians don’t look like your Christ.” We need to
I actually confronted the person who told me I wasn’t talented
look like him, talk like him, and walk like him, and live like him always
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The speaker quoted Gandhi, who once said “I
like your Christ, but I don’t like your Christians,
because your Christians don’t look like your
Christ.”
because to those who are new believers or do not yet believe we
are the only example or evidence of Christ that they may ever
see in this world. We are living vessels of God. If we ask God for
a forgiving spirit like Jesus, the Holy Spirit will help us to do this
sincerely.
Right now in the world we can see the evidence of people
not loving each other and what happens as a consequence. The
hate killing that took place almost six months ago in Mississippi on
June 26th, 2011 is an example of what happens when we do not
love each other. In this crime, a black man was severely beaten by
a group of white teenagers and run over by a truck. One teen is
said to be the lead conspirator. It’s truly sad because the attacked
man did nothing to this young man; it was purely a racial hate
crime. In this young man’s eyes, this man was an enemy, but for no
reason. If hate can be that powerful, think about how much more
powerful love can be. I just found myself looking through Yahoo!
News to find evidence of what happens when we love each other,
i.e., charitable deeds, sheltering the homeless, feeding those without
food, and I couldn’t find one thing. But I did open the Los Angeles
Times to find an article about how college students who are illegal
immigrants may begin to receive public aid. What I take from this is
that love has the ability to extend far beyond one’s self. It can reach
hundreds, thousands, and even millions and change lives for the
better.
Loving your enemies may not seem like the right or
“normal” thing to do as a human born into sin, almost like going
against the grain. It may actually feel a little weird at first, but as a
Christian, reborn into the body of Christ, this is what we do. This
is what Jesus calls us to do. When you think about the actions of
forgiving and loving, it’s truly beautiful. It can only be ascribed to the
love that God has for the world, and that is the same love in us.
So now that our enemy is forgiven, we must pray for a
healing. Ask God to restore you, to heal you from the hurt and
to remind you daily that the past is in the past for a reason. Keep
praying for his power, keep asking for him to suture your wound(s),
prayer is the ultimate way to see God’s anointing at work in your
life. Ask God to, “forgive our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”
Know that as we mend, the Holy Spirit is working things out in
our favor. As he is our comforter, he is not only healing us, but he’s
chipping away at the scab so what remains will be a clean slate.
A do-better. Yes, we’ve gone through things but God has allowed
them to be nothing but a hiccup in our past.
I still think about the woman who hurt me, but the
difference between now and then is that now I see that hurt at a
distance. It is no longer a part of me. It no longer governs over me
or dictates my mood. How to love your enemies is to forgive, to
live well, to love, and to “press forward to the high calling of God in
www.newidentitymagazine.com			
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Christ Jesus,” (Philippians 3:14).

Life During Pregnancy

Eric Lee talks about what to expect during
pregnancy, and highlights the changes,
worries, and hormones that come with it.
Photo © Jib| Flickr (CC)

ERIC LEE
Eric Lee lives in Orange County and is an
active member of Converge Family Church.
In his spare time, he enjoys rooting for the
Los Angeles Angels, packing his mind with as
much trivia as he can, and blogging. Eric is a
stay-at-home dad of one.

L

ife is never going to be the same. That is
something that kept getting drilled into my head.
Something that my wife Cyndy’s aunts and uncles
kept telling me over and over again. Your schedule
is his or her schedule now. Freedom is over. These things
didn’t discourage me from becoming a father; something
I have always wanted. But these warnings made me
treasure the free time I do have.

Change You Can Believe In
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Sacrifices will have to be made. Time spent playing video
games or watching my favorite program would have to be reserved
for when my son takes his naps. In the end, I was not dreading
becoming a parent but I knew that I would have to give up or get
creative with how I would pursue my hobbies. Some examples of
this are having to wait for Cyndy to come home before I can go
running or waiting for my son Eli to fall asleep before I watch my
shows on TV. Looking back, I wish I would have mourned the loss of
my freedom more.
My life changed and so did my wife’s. My wife has a very
even-keeled disposition in general so I didn’t have to deal with
severe mood swings. But her hormones did intensify her emotions.
Things that wouldn’t normally touch a nerve, made her cry – a
lot. So that Hallmark commercial, Kodak ad, or Oprah episode
would start the waterworks. She got more upset about things she
wouldn’t normally. The best advice I’ve heard for dealing with mood
swings came from Babycenter.com. The first tip is to talk to your
partner about it. Keep the lines of communication open. Let your
spouse know how you’re feeling. Especially for the mother-to-be, it’s
best to try not to do too much. There is a temptation to want to
redecorate, re-organize, do things you think you should have done
years ago. Slow down. Indulge yourself by doing something just for
you. That can be going for a walk, getting a prenatal message, or
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seeing a movie with a friend.
Something else that will change will be what the expectant
mother puts in her body. Nutritionally speaking, my wife took the
advice of her doctor and took prenatal vitamins. These vitamins are
not only good for the baby, but they helped give her immune system
a boost as well. My wife got heartburn, something she doesn’t
usually get, when eating spicy food. She ate crackers to combat
this. There are also foods that are taboo for the pregnant woman.
Things like medium rare steak (this one really annoyed my wife),
seafood, and luncheon meat.

Ready But Scared

life a little easier.
Use positive reinforcement. Cheer for them and make a big
deal when they share a toy with another child. You might have to
use distraction if your child constantly plays with things he shouldn’t.
Time outs are also a good option.
Another concern my wife Cyndy had is that our child would
be a child with a disability. Being a special educator herself, she sees
firsthand how much patience, love, and understanding, it takes to
teach children with disabilities. Her advice to parents that are having
a child with a disability would be to seek out community resources
such as parent groups, play groups, and professional services.
She also worried that our son would be a colicky baby.
She heard stories of babies that would cry for long periods and
could not be consoled. It would be extra stress on both of us. That’s
why it’s so important for the husband to be there to give some
relief. If it got to be too much for my wife, I could take over or viceversa.

Along with the excitement and anticipation of becoming
a parent, come fears and concerns. Fear of the unknown has to be
one of the top fears that my wife and I had. After all, this was going
to be our first child. How do we compare him to anything at all?
What if he is a difficult child? Are there going to be family members
When It's All Said and Done
that can help give us a break when we need it?
Fortunately, we had family and friends we could talk to that
Even though Cyndy heard so many horror stories about
had children already. The last concern was a little trickier. For one
the pain, long hours, and difficulty of childbirth, she tried not to
thing, my parents are older. That would make it out of the question
think about it. In the end, she wished she had prepared herself more
to leave my son with them for extended periods of time. My
for the pain that would come with labor. First of all, she had to be
mother-in-law and in-laws live in another county. So it took a little
induced. So our son was born a week earlier than first predicted
extra effort to get my son over there to have them watch him.
by the doctor. Then she had something called back contractions.
One concern I had was my age. I never pictured myself
On top of the usual contractions, she had pain in her lower back
having a child at forty years of age. I feared I wouldn’t have the
area. My son was pushing up against her tailbone area during labor.
energy. When my son is twenty, I’m going to be sixty! Is that too
This has to be some of the worst pain a person can experience. In
old? My dad had his first child when he was forty. How will I handle
hindsight, I wish we had gone through Lamaze
it? Is it fair to my kid? Will the baby be healthy?
“For us, having a baby was classes. If only I had known about how to
These are things I wish I had discussed with my
dad before. I had to really pray that God would
very much a lesson in faith use pressure points during her contractions.
I learned that on the day of our son’s birth.
give me the energy to run after my son and
and
perseverance.
”
Knowing that alone could have eased her pain
keep up with him. So far so good.
quicker.
When it came to trying to conceive,
My wife also worried about who was going to take care
my wife and I had a very difficult time. She went so far as having to
of our child. At the time, I was working sporadically and wasn’t
take medication to help her ovulate. A lot of things went through
sure about my job situation. In the end, since I was just substitute
her mind. “Am I infertile? Are we trying on the right day? Are we
meant to have children naturally? At one point, I thought that I might teaching and not enjoying it, we both agreed that I would stay
be the problem. I thought at least if I get tested for sperm count, we home to take care of our son. I sort of had mixed feelings. On
the one hand, I understood the practicality of my wife continuing
would know for sure. I made an appointment, gave my specimen,
working her full-time job (benefits, seniority, etc). At the same time
and the results came back with a good count. Still, it’s frustrating as
though, I knew I hadn’t found my ideal career yet. Now I’m getting
a couple knowing that you may have to pay for expensive fertility
the best of both worlds. I get to stay home and watch my son and
treatments or the even more expensive alternative: adoption. For
do something I’ve always loved – writing.
us, the treatments would have been covered by insurance. As far as
Things did work out in the end but it wasn’t smooth sailing.
adoption, financially, it would have been very difficult to do on one
You can’t predict everything that will happen. Your wife may need
income. We prayed that we would be able to have a child. Right
to have her labor induced. Or she may experience more pain than
before my wife would’ve had to have fertility treatments, she got
she thought she would. For us, having a baby was very much a
pregnant.
lesson in faith and perseverance. For us there was a certain amount
We also prayed for a healthy, easy-going baby. God
of anxiousness and trepidation. Having a baby for the first time,
definitely answered this prayer. Our son, Elijah, has no allergies, eats
became very much about having faith that God would help us
just about anything, and is a generally sweet, good-natured boy.
through our fears and concerns.
However, the “terrible twos” are upon us now. If your child ends up
being not so easy, there are strategies that you can employ to make
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From Tragedy to Triumph

One single mom’s story about God’s
intervention and a changed life.
Photo © molly_darling| Flickr (CC)
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Bizy Moms, and Single Parents Town. Her
new book, The Church and the Single
Mom, climbed to #1 in ministry resources on
Amazon.com. She is founder of The Life of
a Single Mom Ministries and has helped to
launch hundreds of single moms ministries in
churches across the globe.
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A

s the nurse left the room of the local, free
health unit, tears began to roll down my face.
My seventeen-year-old frame began to shake
uncontrollably. The nurse confirmed that I was
indeed pregnant. I was six months along, homeless, and
alone. I had no money, no job, and no future. What would
I do with a baby? Just a few months ago, I was Class
President, Valedictorian, and on my way to a top-notch
university with a full paid scholarship. Now, my life was
over. And there was nothing I could do.
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As a child, I had already walked through my share of
heartache. My mother was killed unexpectedly and I was raised
by my dad who went on to marry six times. I was molested for
more than nine years by different relatives and neighbors. I was
forced to steal and forced to view pornography. I was physically
beaten and malnourished.
Is it any wonder that I fell into sexual promiscuity at the
ripe old age of thirteen? I became desperate for attention, love,
and validation. By the time I was seventeen years old, I found
myself pregnant for the third time. Two miscarriages should have
been my clue that my life was quickly spiraling out of control, but
here I was, a seventeen-year-old
graduating senior with a third baby
in my belly.
It wasn’t long after
my father found out about the
pregnancy that he quickly ushered
me from the family home, never
inviting me to live with them again.
I was on my own. Where would I
go? What would I do? I had only the
clothes on my back. My future had
been flushed away and I was certain
I had ruined my life. It was in that
moment that I had a choice to make.
Would I allow this to defeat me or
would I make a way for myself and
my soon-coming child?
The future seemed bleak,
at first. The best I could do was
obtain government housing and used food stamps and welfare
to help make ends meet. I landed a full-time job ten days after
giving birth and started college full-time during the evenings. I had
little furniture, no extra money, and an old clunker of a car that
left me roadside weekly. But I was making it. I began to see a
glimmer of hope, only to find myself pregnant again!
I was embarrassed and ashamed and was the closest
to suicide that I had ever been. Where was my life going? Would
I always be a single mom living below the poverty line, unable
to give my children the things they needed? I began to toy with
the idea of going back to church. Despite my past, I had always
been in and out of church. I knew the ways of God and the
things of God. But how could I go back? I had two kids outside of
marriage and a barrage of other mistakes lingering in my past.
They weighed on me like the weight of a thousand years and I
was certain the walls of the church would cave in when I walked
through the door. But...I went anyway.
I would like to tell you that I had some life-changing,
God-encounter on my first trip back to church, but I didn’t.
However, I did continue going. Before long, I found myself
attending two to three times a week. Slowly, very slowly, I began
to have a new outlook on life. I was refreshed, optimistic, and
more at peace than I’d ever been. During one of the Sunday
services, the pastor began to speak on the principle of tithing--

giving ten percent of your income to the church. This was not the
first time I’d heard the concept, but my instant thought was “How
can I give the church money when I barely make ends meet?” Over
the next several months, I could not stop thinking about tithing and
what the pastor had said. I decided to give it a try.
It was the hardest thing I had ever done, but I decided to
write my first tithe check. Within six months, I landed a job almost
doubling my meager income. Within two years, I landed one of the
most coveted jobs in our area and eventually became a highlyrecognized corporate executive within one of the largest Fortune
500 companies in the nation. With God’s grace and mercy, he had
chosen to pull me from the depths
of financial poverty and put me on
solid ground. I was living the life I had
only dreamed about – taking family
vacations, driving a dependable
car, and purchasing a lovely home.
I didn’t deserve any of this, but my
Father in heaven chose to bless
me with those things. I am always
careful to point out that my tithing
was from obedience to the Lord
not because of what I thought he
would give me. He didn’t care about
my past mistakes or the choices I’d
made. He loved me and had forgiven
me. It wasn’t long before he brought
me the man of my dreams and we
married shortly, thereafter. I cry,
even today, thinking of how God
chose to bless me and I am certain it was so that I could share this
very story with you.
I eventually left that Corporate America job and all its
lavish amenities to pursue my God-given passion of ministering to
single moms. I embarked on a journey of reaching out to the poor
and hurting - the widow, the teen mom, the divorcee. Through the
generosity and leadership of Healing Place Church, we opened our
first single moms ministry, which has grown more than 700% since
its inception. The ministry hosts hundreds of women varying in age
from teens to women in their fifties. Some are highly educated single
moms who need parenting advice or spiritual growth opportunities,
while others do not have their GED. Some are “churched,” while
others are “unchurched.” But no matter their backgrounds, lives are
being radically transformed for the cause of Christ. Atheists have
found Christ. Drug addicts have been set free. The broken-hearted
are now whole again.
With seventeen million single moms in our country, I
challenge every church across this country to open a single mothers
group or ministry. Sixty-seven percent of all single moms do not
actively attend church anywhere, many citing fear, judgment, and
shame as reasons. We’ve been called to minister to the poor and
hurting, the widow and the orphan. What better way than to help
the single mom? I’m in. Are you?

“It wasn’t long after my father
found out about the pregnancy
that he quickly ushered me from
the family home, never inviting
me to live with them again. I was
on my own.”
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The Value of
Community Groups

The importance of being a part of a
smaller community within your church.
Photo © Theresa Thompson | Flickr (CC)
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writing as a ministry. You can read his blog at
dteachout.wordpress.com

S

mall groups are for every Christian. The Bible provides the example. There were twelve followers
of Jesus. The Bible calls them disciples. When he
had a special occasion, sometimes there were only
three. The apostle Paul had a small group of followers who
supported him. Even when he was in his cell he had a small
group. Whether they are called discipleship, support, or cell
groups, everyone can benefit from belonging to one.
I live in Michigan. Michigan has two seasons: winter and
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construction. During construction season, contractors use steel rods
inside concrete to reinforce the roads. The steel allows the concrete
to hold up under heavy vehicles and traffic. The concrete would not
be able to support the load without the reinforcements.
The Christian life is like those roads. We may think we are
strong because we believe our conviction is as solid as concrete. But
without reinforcements, our life could crumble. The weight of trials
and temptations could eventually break down our resistance and
our strong beliefs could erode like the concrete.
The reinforcements we need can be found in 1 Thessalonians 1:3. They are “work produced by faith, and labor prompted by
love, and endurance inspired by hope...” These three, faith, love, and
hope, reinforce the convictions in our Christian lives. We may have
the convictions of concrete but these reinforcements help make the
Christians life dedicated to pleasing Jesus.
The world does not need Christians who are somewhat
committed to Jesus. Only dedicated people make a difference. For
example, athletes who want to win are not somewhat committed;
they are dedicated to improve so they can win. Business people are
not somewhat committed to success, they are dedicated. What
about successful writers? They practice their craft until they have it
mastered, they too are dedicated. People who make a difference
are dedicated to succeed.
Athletes, business people, writers, and Christians have
some things in common. They have faith that they have prepared for
success. They hope that when they have done the right things, they
will succeed. One more thing that Christians have is the patience
that comes from love. A life motivated and reinforced by faith, hope,
and the love of Jesus will result in concrete convictions that endure
all types of trials, and yet never fail. “It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres,” (1 Cor 13:7).

How do we obtain a reinforced conviction to
help us become dedicated for Christ?
Get involved in a small group where our faith, hope, and
love can grow. Jesus said where two or three are gathered together
in his name, he is there. By attending a small group we enter into the
presence of Jesus. The group becomes the place we come together
to experience more of the love of Jesus and love for each other.
God never intended people to live alone. We all need each other.
Once we commit to a group we should stay with it. Whether it is
ten or fifty years, we cannot waver. Just like a good road that lasts
under years of use, convicted Christians will last under years of
service.
I have participated as a member and a leader of small
groups and found two basic types: informal and formal. The informal
group is the spontaneous gathering of friends while the formal
group usually is scheduled and has a specified purpose.
For several weeks a half dozen families would meet informally at the home of one of the families. Someone would buy pizza,
or there would be a pot luck dinner. We would meet after the evening service, or at times on a Saturday afternoon. Most of the time,
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

we met just to hang out and build long-lasting friendships. Occasionally, we would discuss a question someone presented about the
meaning of certain scriptures. Sometimes we would pray together.
Group prayer seemed to bring the power of the Holy Spirit. People
would be so full of love they would sob during their prayer and the
rest of the group sobbed with them. Prayer did not consist of a
round of prayer with each person saying something when it came
his or her turn. Prayer was spontaneous and often people prayed
two or three times as they were moved. Sometimes the presence of
the Holy Spirit was so powerful everyone fell prone to the floor and
savored the presence of God. When we got up we could see a new
glow on everyone’s faces. Those experiences cannot be planned or
forced. When it does occur, no other experience can match it.
Another type of small group is the formal group. These can
be anything the group desires. Some are prayer groups; others are
Bible study groups, support groups, or ministry groups. One group I
was a member of studied The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren.
Another group studied The Words and Works of Jesus Christ by
Dwight Pentecost. One group had a bi-weekly ministry of taking a
half block neighborhood and praying for and talking to the people
there. We would go to each home in the neighborhood, give each
home a loaf of bread and offer to pray for the family who lived in
the home. Some rejected us and would not even take the bread.
Others made us feel like part of their family.
Other small groups can meet for a particular purpose. A
Sunday school class is a good example. Having served as a teacher
and a Sunday school superintendent I have learned a few things.
As a teacher I was so determined to cover all the material in the
lesson, coupled with the insecurity of being asked a question I might
not be able to answer, I studied prodigiously and filibustered my
way through each lesson. To my amazement, most people liked it,
because they didn’t have to study or talk and some people even decided to become Christians. Not much spiritual growth happened.
As the superintendent, I became concerned with their spiritual
growth. Teachers didn’t have to have all the answers but they did
have to allow the Holy Spirit to move. Sometimes the lesson for the
week wasn’t mentioned but people were growing in their Christian
walk. Teachers don’t have to be experts as long as they can move
with the Holy Spirit.

What is the value of a small group?
Group members have reported that small groups allow
a connection to another person on a spiritual level. It allows for
fellowship with others as mentors, prayer partners, and friends.
Sometimes they are the only people who can strengthen them, offer
hope and love, when they are weak or in a situation where they
need someone to undergird them.
Some people report that a small group is like a support
group. The group becomes like family. Members feel accountable
to each other. They go to their group when they have questions of
an emotional nature, or need encouragement, or an extra push to
continue to believe in God’s words and promises.
Small groups allow members to grow in ways not possible
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as a lone individual or as a member of larger community worship.
However, a person needs to remember that small groups do not
replace corporate worship, personal Bible study, or prayer. Many
years ago, the college I attended had a large group lecture session
and small group discussion sessions for its classes. A student would
have had to spend time in personal study and attended the large
group lectures in order to participate intelligently in the small group.
The relationship between a worship service and a small group could
be similar.
In one of the small groups that I led we would talk about
and improve our knowledge of the topic the pastor preached about
on Sunday. We took notes during the service, read the passage for
ourselves, and prayed about it. When we met in our small group
everyone shared what they learned or how they interpreted or applied the material. We all grew from the small group experience.

What makes the large service special?
The first thing a worship service offers is a chance to
engage in praise through music as a member of a large worshipping
community (a regular church with fifty or more worshippers). Music
moves me, as it does many people, and participating in a larger
worship service moves me in ways not experienced in small groups.
Feeling less inhibition due to the number of worshippers, I sing with
more abandon, creating a more joyful noise.
Second, one of the duties of the pastor is to edify, build up,
the church. A large worship service allows the pastor to preach and
allows God to speak to the entire congregation at once.
Third, it’s a chance to see all the members of the church
that would not be seen in small groups. I especially like getting to
church a half hour early just for that purpose. It’s like a family reunion every Sunday.
Fourth is expectancy. A sense of excitement fills the sanctuary in anticipation of what God is going to do.
Fifth, it’s the time when all members can contribute to the
operation of the church. Members share the cost of ministering
through their local body by contributing financially to their church in
the larger service.
Some people have abandoned the larger worship service
altogether in favor of home churches. The joyful opportunity to take
part in corporate praise and worship and to share in the expenses
of a large church is lost in small home churches. For me it’s not a
question of home church or large church. It’s large church supported by small groups.
Small groups come in many varieties. If your church has
formal small groups, or even Sunday school classes instead of
groups, let me encourage you to participate. You will grow in your
faith, hope, and love. You will make friends that will always be a part
of your life. Even years after the group stops meeting, those memories will linger. In life we experience all four seasons. To stay strong
during each of them, allow yourself to be reinforced by what a small
group can offer. A group somewhere is waiting for you.

26		

new identity magazine

		

by M. Chitra

O

ne day when Abraham was sitting at the
entrance to his tent near the great trees of
Mamre, he looked up and saw three men
standing nearby. He hurried to meet them and
then bowed low to the ground, asking them if he could
wash their feet and begging them to stay. Afterward, he
went on to prepare a calf and asked his wife Sarah to bake
some bread. The three men, of course, would later tell him
that he and Sarah would have a child of their own by this
time next year—something the both of them had assumed
would never happen given their old age.

Those who have a more casual approach to receiving
guests may have thought that Abraham knew that God was
appearing before him and had good news for him—and hence the
lavish gesture. In reality, though, Abraham would have treated any
other guests the same way. Hospitality in ancient Middle East was
considered a virtue, and even today Middle East natives are eager
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How to embrace others and make
hospitality a real and natural part of your
lifestyle.
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to make visitors to their land feel at home. They do this not in the
hope of receiving something in return, but because they strongly
believe that being hospitable to strangers is the righteous thing to
do.
Conversely, people in the modern Western world have a
different take on hospitality. As a rule we do find it natural to be
sociable with visiting family or friends, but most of us would think
twice about letting complete strangers into our homes—much
less take the time to serve them food and entertain them. If we do
welcome people with whom we’re not eager to have a personal
relationship, it’s because there’s usually a monetary reason behind it.
It’s no coincidence that hospitality now is also a several billion dollar
industry. And while tourists are often impressed on thier visit to the
United States with the service that they receive from their providers,
they also leave the country feeling amused by Americans’ ability to
be friendly without really being their friends.
Our general preference to not associate with strangers
does have its basis in practicality. We are all busy enough as it is,
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

and being overly friendly to strangers can complicate our lives in
ways that we don’t even have the time to imagine. There are also,
more importantly, the issues of safety. Most of us would probably
want to help others out if we can afford to, but at the same time
we have other considerations to think about. The media has led
us to believe that bad things happen to people who trust others
too easily, and the era we live in is one where kids are constantly
reminded by concerned adults not to talk to strangers.
If everyone actually listened to this well-meaning advice,
most of us would have wound up with a grand total of zero
friends at this point of our lives. Everyone we now know, after all,
was at one point a stranger, and they became our friends only
after we took our chances and got to know them. Our distrust of
strangers then isn’t as unconditional as it sounds—we selectively
choose which strangers to be more hospitable to and by extension
which strangers to be more hostile to, usually based on superficial
characteristics that say nothing about a person’s character.
On the surface this may sound unreasonable and yet
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man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he fell into
harmless enough, but in a melting pot like the United States
the hands of robbers. They stripped him off his clothes, beat him
the implications can be a bit unpleasant. A melting pot society
up, and basically left him to die. A couple other Jewish men saw him
encourages assimilation into the dominant culture, and those
lying on the street from the distance, but for whatever reason they
who are unwilling or unable to do so with ease are susceptible to
decided to cross to the other side and ignored him. It wasn’t until
discrimination. The typical American is still one who is—among
the Samaritan passed by was the Jewish man taken care of and
other things—white, Protestant, middle-class, and heterosexual.
Individuals who are close to this image are more likely to be thought nursed back to health.
The significance of Jesus’ choice of hero may be lost on
of as “friends” and perceived as innocent, while those who aren’t
modern readers who are unaware of the context of the story. At
are more likely to be thought of as “enemies” or at least viewed as
the time, the Samaritans were considered a different racial group
potential threats. Although some may argue that some forms of
from the Jews and the two had a hostile relationship with each
discrimination are more tolerable than others, they are all based on
other—not unlike the relationship that Christians and Muslims
irrational fear and hatred and can become a serious problem.
have had for the most part. The Samaritan here was good not
In recent years, for instance, there’s a growing number
just because he did the right thing and helped someone in need,
of Arabs and Muslims living in the Western hemisphere who
but because he did the right thing and helped someone who was
report subtle harassment as well as direct threats. Ever since the
perceived as the enemy. Telling that parable of the Good Samaritan
9/11 tragedy that stuck in 2001, Arab- and Muslim-Americans
to the Jews back then would be akin to telling a parable of the
feel generally unwelcome in the part of the country they live in—
Good Arab or the Good Muslim to the Americans post-9/11—it just
sometimes even if they have lived in the same place all their lives.
wouldn’t sit well with its intended audience,
Even ten years later intolerance of Islam
is at an all-time high, and a disturbing
“While tourists are often impressed most of whom would prefer to hate someone
based on the little they know about him or
amount of glee was shown after
on thier visit to the United States
her.
Saddam Hussein and Osama bin Laden
Nevertheless, the parable provides
were executed. This is a bit surprising
with the service that they receive
an excellent insight into how Jesus viewed
and disheartening considering that the
from their providers, they also
hospitality. Jesus may have loved everyone
majority of Americans identify themselves
leave
the
country
feeling
amused
equally, but it was the oppressed he preferred
as Christians who grew up on sayings like
“turn the other cheek.”
by Americans’ ability to be friendly to show more of his love to. Highlights in the
include eating with tax collectors,
Of course, historically speaking
without really being their friends.” Gospels
talking to prostitutes, and standing up for
Christianity itself hasn’t always been on
adulterers—outcasts that other public figures
good terms with Islam. The Crusades are
famously known as a series of violent wars that early Christians and would prefer not to associate with. Even toward the end of his
life, Jesus was still willing to forgive those who crucified him and to
early Muslims waged against each other for about two centuries.
welcome a criminal into his kingdom.
Even before the two planes crashed the Twin Towers in New York,
It is also clear through the Gospels that even as someone
elsewhere in the world Christians and Muslims were clashing with
who was well-versed in the Scriptures, Jesus was less concerned
each other. Churches and Mosques were being destroyed, copies
about preaching what he’d read than about treating people with
of the Bible and the Koran were burned, and mass murder was
respect. If Jesus were to live in our society today, he no doubt would
rampant. If Christians and Muslims were able to coexist in relative
disregard social conventions and do as he thought was right. Not
peace, it was usually because they actively avoided each other.
only would he talk to the sort of strangers who others would
But in spite of what Christians have or haven’t done to
distance themselves from, but he would also speak up against
Muslims throughout history, the Bible does allude to the virtue of
injustice against them. He might disagree with some of their point
hospitality several times. Romans 12:13 tells us to share with those
of views, but he wouldn’t think of them as less of a person for it, let
who are in need and to practice hospitality. 1 Peter 4:9 tells us
alone hate them for it.
to offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Hebrews
The society we live in is a lot different from the Middle East
13:2 reminds us to show hospitality to strangers. The origin of the
that Abraham and Sarah or even Jesus lived in. Most of us look
command could even be traced back to Exodus 23:9, where God
nothing like Abraham or Sarah, and since different cultures have
explicitly commanded the Israelites not to oppress a foreigner. The
different ideas on how to best receive guests probably none of us
reason was simple. Having been foreigners in Egypt themselves, the
has ever dropped to the ground and offered to wash a guest’s feet.
Israelites would know how unpleasant it was to be in a strange
At the core of hospitality, however, is the universal concept of love
land and to be treated poorly while they were there—and they
and respect. All Jesus would want for us to do is to treat everyone
should never do something that they wouldn’t want be done to
the way we want to be treated. While Jesus is not known for giving
them.
instructions that are easy to follow, the fact that he was able to do
In addition to all of the above, there is also the story Jesus
as he preached shows that it’s definitely possible for Christians to do
himself told when he was asked what God meant by loving your
as Jesus had.
neighbor- the parable of the Good Samaritan. In this story, a Jewish
28		

new identity magazine

		

ISSUE 13			

www.newidentitymagazine.com

GOD TALK

GOD’S MAGNUM OPUS
by Patricia Everett
The conductor raises his baton
Sweet music flows and fills the air
Entranced, enthralled, listeners are
transformed
As the notes refresh and soothe the soul.
Jesus, God’s magnum opus to the world
Divine music, a masterpiece
His life orchestrated by God alone
A life’s work, a gift given.
I stand baton in hand
Harsh, sour, jarring notes erupt
A cacophonous symphony
Sounds are tuned out, no one listens.
Christ in me, God’s divine music
The notes, harmonious, sweet, melodious
Orchestrated by Him alone
My life, His magnum opus.
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Christian
Perspectives
on Fame
The desire for fame, and the destruction
that such a pursuit can really have on
one’s life.
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“...everyone will be famous for 15 minutes.” -Andy Warhol
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MATTHEW HAMILTON
Matthew Hamilton is a published
photographer and writer that lives with his
wife, two cats and a dog in Wilmington,
Delaware. He has written articles for New
Identity and the pop culture blog The Critical
Masses at criticalmassesmedia.com. You can
also check out his personal blogs Black and
White in Color and Five Questions Blog at
blogger.com.

T

hink of some of the most famous figures in
history throughout the span of recorded time.
Who are some of the people that we know by
name even centuries after their passing? William
Shakespeare, George Washington, even Jesus Christ.
These and others have had long lasting legacies that will be
passed on for generations.

In our world-wide connected age, the definition of fame
has come to mean something more temporary; something that
can change every day if not every other hour or minute, measured
by website visitors, Facebook
friends and Twitter followers.
Think of those who
are famous now, and what
methods people have used
to get in the public eye.
Some people are well-known
because their work requires
performing in front of others.
For instance, if no one paid
money to see one of George
Clooney’s movies, he would be
out of our collective attention
and also out of a job. So many
people are striving for fame,
and never before in history has there been more opportunity to do
so, especially for becoming so famous for doing so little. (Just take
a moment to figure out why the Kardashian Family is famous in the
first place–it will be tough to find an answer.)
When thinking about fame from a Christian perspective,
it is important to realize that fame has as much to do with the
person as with the situation. Mother Theresa became a worldwide
celebrity while working in the squalor of Calcutta, India, but
needless to say that there are thousands of other charity workers
that work in similar desperate conditions all over the world on
every continent. Many ministers preach about the simple gift of
a life in Christ, but when the same simple message is given by an
evangelist such as Billy Graham, it is heard by millions around the
world. These examples among others throughout history show that
being well-known can be used to do great things. It could be argued
Christ’s legacy was in part because of large gatherings during some

of his miracles, therefore allowing eyewitnesses to share his works
with others by word of mouth, and passing along his works from
generation to generation until this present day.
It is important to know that this new era of accessibility
has allowed many people to make a positive impact that can be
shared globally in a way that was never possible before. While
nearly everyone now has a their own virtual soapbox to share their
message, there are a few that stand out that provide significant
food for thought. One person that is offering a new Christian
perspective is Rachel Held Evans. The author of the book Evolving in
Monkey Town, offers unique approaches to Christian living including
documenting her year long experiment of following Old Testament
laws regarding women.
Another person that provides a unique perspective on
Christianity and fame is Cathleen Falsani, a writer whose book
The God Factor offers insightful interviews with famous people on
the subject of God, including novelist Anne Rice, Playboy publisher
Hugh Hefner and an early interview with then state senator Barack
Obama.
For most people, finding satisfaction and happiness in life
can be found in a job well done in the workplace, spending time
with family or volunteering at church or charities. And most of the
time these activities are in the company of few others. But there
are some, Christians included,
that seek to do these things
on a larger scale. Which does
bring into question, is being
famous and living and working
in front of the camera and the
watching eyes of the public,
necessarily a bad thing?
As we try to make
our own contributions to the
world, it is important to realize
that much of what we do
everyday is also seen through
the eyes of others. For most
of us, our audience are simply
our family, friends and co-workers. There does come a time for
some to ask of themselves, is it right to do what I do on a bigger
stage?
Unarguably, humility is a very important part of the
Christian life, possibly taking more importance than making sure
that someone sees our benevolent actions. One’s motivation for
speaking, singing, acting or whatever in front of others is important
to consider. Is his or her motivation simply to be well-known and
to gain the attention of others, or is it a means to share a positive
message? That depends on the person. To borrow a phrase
from Spiderman’s Uncle Ben, “With great power comes great
responsibility.” Some people want to be on a bigger stage, but it
should be for the right reasons.

“In our world-wide connected age, the
definition of fame has come to mean
something more temporary; something
that can change every day if not every
other hour minute, measured by website
visitors, Facebook friends and Twitter
followers.”
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What do you think? Share your opinion about Christianity
and fame at www.newidentitymagazine.com
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GIVE BACK

Soles4Souls
How a pair of barely worn shoes gathering
dust in your closet can have a big impact
for someone else.
by Cailin Henson
Photo © Arlo Bates| Flickr (CC)

32		

new identity magazine

		

ISSUE 13			

www.newidentitymagazine.com

GIVE BACK

E

radicating poverty with your uncomfortable
sneakers or those pumps that pinch your toes?
Possible? Soles4Souls thinks so. It was in the
aftermath of the Southeast Asian tsunami of
2004 when Wayne Elsey realized something as simple as
shoes would be a great help to victims of natural disasters.
He began collecting new shoes from companies willing to
help in the relief efforts and Soles4Souls was born soon
after to facilitate the donation of shoes to the people that
need them most. In addition Soles4Souls began collected
used shoes to start-up and support micro-businesses in
poverty-stricken areas around the world. Soles4Souls
receives donations from a wide variety of sources, included
churches, nonprofits, footwear companies and retailers.
They also have two other divisions called Clothes4Souls
and Hope4Souls that offer clothing and other necessities
respectively.

Better Business
The micro-enterprising
began when Soles4Souls received
shoes that were “inappropriate for
crisis relief – such as high-heeled
shoes – and shoes that need
cleaning or conditioning in order
to be useful.” according to their
website and wanted to find a way
to use them that would benefit the
local community and the families
there-in.

6 Easy Ways to Get Involved
Host a Shoe Drive
Your congregation can help us sponsor a shoe drive by volunteering
to collect and package shoes from your area.

Host a Barefoot Event
Congregations can be challenged to have all of their members leave
their shoes at the door as an act of worship and selflessness. What
better way to bring personal involvement to helping those less
fortunate!

Travel on a Distribution Trip
Members of your group can travel with us on a
distribution trip to see how the gift of shoes can change a
life.

“Donating your lightly worn shoes is
a brilliant way of recycling, because
you know they are going to a person
in need, rather than disintegrating
slowing in the landfill.”

Host a Clothing Drive
Your congregation can help
us sponsor a clothing drive by
volunteering to collect and package
new and gently worn clothing from
your area.

Host a $1=1 Pair
Fundraising Campaign

Choose from a campaign to raise
funds for Soles4Souls or raise funds
to benefit both your organization
AND Soles4Souls! In this virtual shoe
drive, you will receive a personal URL where people can donate - $1
= 1 pair of shoes to someone in need!

Being Green and
Being Of Help
Donating your lightly worn shoes is a brilliant way of
recycling, because you know they are going to a person in need,
rather than disintegrating slowing in the landfill. Soles4Souls
recommends “stopping by a local shoe retailer in exchange for
a discount on a new pair of shoes.” Many shoes you may have
bought on a whim or realized too late that they just didn’t fit right,
Soles4Souls creates a great opportunity to not let that purchase
go to waste. There are thousands of drop-off locations around the
United States.

What You Can Do in Your Community

Sponsor a Country or Community
Raise funds with a creative fundraiser or a special offering to help
an area of your choice. Through this method, your congregation
can provide the financial support to have Soles4Souls deliver shoes
to a destination of your choice! For more information, please
contact us at fundraiser@giveshoes.org.
With over 14 million pairs of new and gently worn shoes
given away by Soles4Souls since 2005, you may think your few pairs
won’t make much of an impact, but they all add up to a pretty
impressive gift for those who could really use them. For more
information visit www.soles4souls.org

Soles4Souls has many opportunities for ways you can get
more involved and collect supportive shoes in your community.
Specifically for church communities and congregations. From the
Soles4Souls website:
www.newidentitymagazine.com			
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South Africa:
Missions to
Miracles

Nicholas Sowell talks about his South
Africa missions trip to share about Jesus.
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NICHOLAS SOWELL
Nicholas Sowell has been involved in full time
ministry since the age of 16. Having served
as a lay minister, youth pastor, Christian radio
DJ, Christian music production company
owner, and surf missionary, Nick has used his
love for writing to publish, inspire, educate,
and most importantly, further the Kingdom of
God. Now living in the South Bay, Nick enjoys
staying active, and passionately seeking
after the Lord.

W

hile attending ministry school in Northern
California, one of the opportunities provided
to us was to attend a mission trip with one of
the pastors of the school. After narrowing the
trips from over 30 down to only New Zealand (fresh off
of a devastating earthquake) and South Africa, it was time
for prayer. I felt God speak to me that South Africa was
where he wanted me. After God brought confirmation that
this was the country in which he wanted me to share the
gospel, I decided to find out more about the country. What I
found out was shocking.
South Africa suffers from extreme poverty, deals with
child sacrifices regularly, is in the top five countries with the highest
homicide rates in the world, is the number one country most affected
by HIV in the world, and is considered the “rape capital of the world”
partially because of the high incidences of child molestation. It’s these
things that began to convict my heart and instill passion to bring the
light of Jesus to this country. I hoped to bring the transforming love
of God to this country so that those who had not heard the Gospel
might be changed, and those trapped in sin and evil practices might
be set free from the demonic strongholds and lies Satan had fed to
them. To teach them that real freedom is found in Christ.
Arriving in South Africa was a blessing itself and a first
hand experience of how truly different it was than the United States.
The people of this amazing country were part of what made it so
wonderful. Everyone seemed open and warm. Almost everywhere
we went, a thousand smiles were sure to be seen. Most of the
countries I’ve been in leave me cautious and guarded, but I found
people here to be welcoming and loving – it was a great treat and
super refreshing.
On our first day there we were all very excited to get out
on the streets and meet people. Just being in a new place where
everyone you meet is receptive seems such a different notion than the
States. In the United States there seems to be a silent understanding
that people don’t want their problems known. Many people are
walled up and distanced from a stranger who shows love, as if it’s
horrible to ask someone how they’re doing and have them actually
answer truthfully and share their struggles. This trip was more unique
than anything else I’ve been on in my life. I’ve seen God move in many
miraculous ways, but never in such a mighty way from day to day
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

throughout the entire trip. Many got healed instantly! I began to see
the level of boldness my teammates had in being courageous with
the gospel. The first night in town, we stopped to get some “petrol”
and two-thirds of the team got off the bus to share the love of God
with everyone pumping petrol, as well as the workers inside. People
wanted prayer, they wanted to encounter the Holy Spirit.
The next day we went to a township, preaching and
teaching to a small church. We started walking around the
neighborhoods and could see the village kids playing football (soccer)
with a makeshift goal made by two buckets. It was great to watch.
We simply went up to people and asked if they needed prayer, we
didn’t have an agenda, we weren’t trying to push Jesus in anyone’s
face, we simply wanted to share the love shown to us by the Savior.
To my delight everyone we talked to in that short period of time
wanted prayer. It started out with a younger woman who had
migraines in her head, we prayed for her and she was instantly
healed. My wife prayed for another woman- again she was also
healed instantly. This was the power of prayer being demonstrated in
ways I was just beginning to see.
After leaving church in the township we went to a
grocery store to pick up water for our team. Upon arriving, a man
approached me. He said, “I need your help! I need help!” I thought he
was going to ask me for money, but I learned something in Africa: if
they want something, they’ll ask for it. He didn’t ask for money, rather
he began to tell me how he was a drug addict and needed help to
get rid of his addiction. I asked if I could pray for him and he told me
yes. I led him in a prayer to receive Jesus (to accept him into his heart
as personal Lord and Savior.) His countenance immediately changed
and I told him how to pray against anything standing in his way. He
walked off seemingly very happy, as did I.
At the same time, a few members of our team went into the
grocery store. God gave them a word of knowledge that a man had
back pain. A word of knowledge is when the Holy Spirit gives you a
fact or something about a person that you would have not known
otherwise. A word of knowledge many times can come as a thought
or physical manifestation. The members of my team got their word
of knowledge as pain, in which their backs started hurting as they
passed the man. So they went to the man, asked him if he had back
pain and he said he did! They prayed for him and he was instantly
healed. It turned out it was the store manager. So our mission
leader went to him and asked if we could have the microphone to
the store and he obliged. Our leader started preaching the gospel
over the entire PA system in the grocery store. He started sharing
his testimony and about how Christ changed his life. He invited those
who needed prayer or healing to come to those of us in the store
from our ministry team. Then he asked if anyone wanted to receive
Jesus. People in the checkout line started raising their hands! People
started coming up for prayer. The first two women walked up to my
wife Melanie; she put one hand on one lady and one hand on the
other, they both were healed simultaneously! More and more people
started coming up to us.
Our team of twenty was with people all at the same time,
leading some to Christ and healing others through prayer. I got to
pray for an alcoholic and did the same thing with him as the drug
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addict, I just asked God to come many times (I am able to better
focus my heart and mind on him as I ask him to come). The man
received Jesus. One man who was brought to the front had been
deaf since birth. Another teammate and I prayed for him and he was
also completely healed, hearing for the first time! Shortly after this
happened, I saw a man walking around the grocery store limping and
noticed one leg was shorter than the other. I walked up to him and
asked if I could pray for him. His friend defiantly asked whom I pray
to, and I said “Jesus Christ.” Then he asked why I wanted to pray. I
told him I had Christ’s love and wanted to share it with him. He said,
“Okay, go ahead and pray.” The man was standing on both legs as I
put my fingertips on his shorter leg and commanded it to grow out in
the name of Jesus Christ. At that very moment the leg grew out and
became level with the other leg. The man started smiling and was
in shock, he then walked perfectly straight! His legs were now totally
even! We gathered the group after the event took place giving our
own number of healings and salvations we’d seen personally. Within
just under an hour and a half, over eighty people got healed and
over forty people invited Jesus into their hearts! This is an awesome
testimony of what God can do when we step out and share the
Gospel boldly.
Days later, four of us were sent into a village to lead the
community into worship and ministry. The most touching part of the
entire morning for me wasn’t the amazing healings, but the small
congregation that we preached to. The “momma” of the church ran
the service and kept the mic the whole time she was up front. She
was African, just like the rest of her tribe. What she said almost left
me in tears. She asked those in attendance, “Who watched TV this
weekend and what did you see?” Few of them even had TV, so only
a few raised their hands. She asked them “what did you see?” She
then answered, “you saw Japan and all of the horrible things that
have happened there after the earthquake, which caused a tidal wave
and the shut down of a power plant, leaving half of an entire city in
Japan-dead.” She continued, “How many of you know that God loves
Japan very, very much? God wants Japan to know he loves them and
no matter what happens, he will be there to care for them. So I want
us to pray for them right now.” The words this lady was sharing with
her church and asking them to partner with her seriously choked me
up. Here was this dirt poor township with little to nothing, dirt roads
and barely a standing building themselves to call a church, wearing
hand-me-down clothes, no cars, and one small microphone and
speaker to make herself heard to her community. But yet, here she
was, lifting up a country she’s only heard of. It was the most beautiful
picture of humanity: caring and loving others they don’t even know.
This revelation of a small town’s love seemed more than enough to
power the world. I clearly realized this is what I hope to be – a person
that loves those he doesn’t even know, and can always give thanks
and glorify God if all I have is a dirt floor with four walls and a handheld speaker and microphone. All it takes is one voice. All it takes is
a willing and thankful heart. Funny thing how the world can leave
such a mark on you in a positive way, I believe at the very core of all
humanity lies love, just waiting to be unearthed.

Lumos! The Light
Through at
An Interview with

© 2011 - Warner Bros.
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The
Space
Between

Kevin is a writer and speaker in Fort Worth,
Texas. He has written for Art House Dallas,
Rethinking Everything Magazine and more,
including the forthcoming book Light Shining
in a Dark Place: Discovering Theology Through
Film. He’s also a contributing editor for
Imaginatio et Ratio: A Journal of Theology and
the Arts. Connect with him at kevincneece.
com and undiscoveredcountryproject.com.

Seeking the Sacred Between the
Pages of Pop Culture

I

n 2001, I was intensely skeptical about Harry
Potter. In fact, I was so skeptical that, as I dutifully
accompanied my wife to the midnight premier of
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (both to
understand her fandom and to satisfy my curiosity), I
confidently told a local TV news crew that the event
wouldn’t amount to much. What was the point of showing
a film intended for children at midnight? Surely the
popularity of the books was overblown and the films would
fall short of Warner Bos.’ expectations. How wrong I was.
On every level. I had underestimated not only the ardor
of the series’ fans and the subsequent record-breaking
success of the film series, but the quality of the Potter
narrative itself—a narrative I had come to love by the film’s
end that night. I had gone in a skeptic and emerged a fan.

of Christ Shines
Hogwarts
Leigh Hickman
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That same year, a young woman I’d yet to meet, but
who is now a very dear friend, had a similar experience. After a
few years of prodding from others and in capitulation to her own
increasing curiosity, she opened the book upon which that film
was based and fell in love. Knowing her as I do now, it’s not at all
surprising that she did. Because it wasn’t just Harry Potter she fell
in love with. It was the image of Christ she saw reflected in him.
Ten years later, Leigh Hickman is now an accomplished Christian
scholar and an adjunct professor of English at Dallas Baptist
University. After a decade of intense, careful study of, as she terms
it, “all things Harry,” she is beginning, as a writer and speaker,
to share the discoveries she has made within the Potter text—
discoveries, she says, of the story of Christ embedded in “one of the
central narratives of our time.”
She’s not alone in this field of study, nor is she the first
to arrive at such conclusions. In fact, it was the work of other
scholars—Connie Neal and John Granger among them—that
confirmed and strengthened her suspicions about the theological
implications of the Harry Potter story. After reading Granger’s
book, Looking for God in Harry Potter, she began to see even
more clearly why the story had struck her the way it had. “As I
started to apply some of his strategies of looking at the book,” she
told me, “it just became more and more apparent that this is no
accident. And that was what was really exciting to me because I
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I knew that the reasons I was invested in the book had everything
This is no one-time metaphor in the story. Harry is a
to do with this Christocentric through-line in the book. But, when I
savior in every book of the series. “He is continually bringing people
found out that it was quite possibly intentional, that’s what made
out from the dead,” Hickman says. “He is bringing people back
me really excited.”
from the dead. He is [rescuing] things that are particularly stolen
The intention to which she refers is that of J.K. Rowling,
away by demonic, Satanic images like snakes...He takes people
the now internationally famous author of the Potter book series.
away, literally, from snakes and dragons. Continually. All the time.
In her, Hickman found a self-described Christian whose narrative
That’s his thing. He snatches people, literally, from the flame that
seems laced with far more than incidental Scriptural themes and
they will die in unless he grabs hold of them and throws them up
images of Christ. As the series neared its close, Hickman thought, “If behind him.” She stops for a moment, remarking, “Behind him, not
[Granger’s] right and she’s going in this direction, this is going to be
in front of him. It’s important. If you want to live, you get behind this
one heck of a great ending of the book.” After this past Summer’s
guy. You join his ranks. You let him teach you.”
release of the eighth and final film in the Harry Potter franchise,
Hickman does not believe, however, that Rowling’s intent
when even mainstream journalists had begun to freely connect
with her books was purely evangelistic. “I think she’s writing the
Harry with Jesus, Hickman says the time
world that she would like to see. I think
is right to begin discussing this aspect of
she is writing the hero that she wants to
“Harry lives with great purpose,
the books and films even more deeply.
believe in. I sincerely feel more angst in
“Harry lives with great
with great sacrificial purpose. And her answers than I do when I read C.S.
purpose,” she says, “with great sacrificial
Lewis or even Tolkien. And that, to me,
I think that is one of the keys to his is one of the greatest appeals of Harry
purpose. And I think that is one of
the keys to his success and the keys to
Potter. [Rowling] lets him suffer. She lets
success and the keys to people’s
people’s affection for him. He lives out
him question and she lets him doubt and
affection for him. He lives out of
of a purpose and out of a heartbeat
that is the greatest service she can give to
of sacrifice that is so needed and so
her modern readers. And to me, that is a
a purpose and out of a heartbeat
foreign and people vicariously enjoy
precious thing. It’s hands reaching through
of sacrifice that is so needed and
his certainty about how he loves other
the dark to find God.”
so
foreign
and
people
vicariously
people and how he lays down his life
Like the father of the possessed boy in
for other people. And they enjoy that
the
book of Mark who said, “I believe;
enjoy his certainty about how he
because they’re designed and created
help my unbelief,” Hickman sees Rowling
loves other people and how he lays confessing faith, even as she admits the
to engage in that story and to do that
for other people.” In the passionate
struggle that faith involves. “I sense her
down his life for other people. And
following of the Harry Potter books
saying, ‘I’m writing this in trust that it’s
they enjoy that because they’re
and films, Hickman sees people drawn
true.’ It’s a beautiful, beautiful thing. I do
to something that reflects the God they
not believe she wrote this as a witnessing
designed and created to engage in
were made to worship.
tool. I don’t believe she wrote this to
that story and to do that for other
“If I’ve learned anything about
necessarily evangelize.” But, she says, “I
the cultural phenomenon that surrounds
people.” – Leigh Hickman
think it is a witnessing tool and it does
Harry Potter,” she tells me, “it’s that
evangelize my heart...big time. But it does
people—this is very simple—people
so precisely because it meets me where I
want to worship Jesus Christ.” It’s a universal desire, she says, that
am, in my doubts, in my uncertainties, in my fears, in my unspoken
is deep in the human heart. “People are attracted to him. People
angst that I hope this is real. And in that way, it’s unlike any fantasy
like the way he smells; people like the way he tastes. People want
novel that I’ve ever read. Precisely because of that.”
to worship him.” And, in her view, it is the way in which people see
Hickman hopes that sharing her discoveries of the Gospel
Christ reflected in the Harry Potter books and films that, whether
reflected in the Harry Potter books and films will help draw others
they realize it or not, draws them so strongly to the story and to its
to a deeper love for and understanding of Christ. She also hopes it
eponymous central character.
will encourage Christians to see God at work in their culture and to
“It’s about a young man’s journey to give his life away.
act as interpreters for those around them. Every Christian, she says,
That’s what the story is. Harry continually, from book one to book
is called to speak to their culture in some way and she hopes to
seven, always makes the choice—in battle with another will inside
encourage a deeper conversation of the influential narratives of our
him that doesn’t want to do it—to give his life away for other
time. “The workers are few and the time is really limited,” she says,
people.” This reflects Christ’s struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane “Come on. Come on.”
as he pleaded with the Father to “take this cup away from me,” but
You can learn more about Leigh’s work and book her to
ultimately submitted his will to his Father’s and laid down his life for
speak at www.leighhickman.com.
humankind. “And in doing that, [Harry] always wins, after going
through the crucible of great human suffering and loss.”
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Outsourcing Love

The value of putting love into your local
community and not only to overseas
projects.

Photo © rubyblossom.| Flickr (CC)

SARA NAPIER
Born in Southern California, Sara Napier has
spent most of her life between California and
Arizona. At the age of 22 she has begun to
be established as an entrepreneur, musician
and writer and has worked in ministry with
Kingman Foursquare Church for the last
6 years. In her spare time Sara performs,
designs clothing and writes for various blogs,
including her own KingdomJournal.tumblr.
com.
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ne November day in 2010, much to my surprise
and joy, I found a lesson somewhere I thought
I’d already learned: Humble beginnings of people
with humble hearts produce huge results.

For nearly eleven years, I have lived in a small city in the
Northern part of Arizona called Kingman. Just about the only great
thing Kingman has been known for is it’s location on the historic
Route 66. The other things it has become known for are less than
appealing. Most prominently, Kingman has problems with drug
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addiction, abuse, prejudice and a people who are set in their ways.
As of May 2011 there have already been about 166
people arrested for drug charges in Kingman. According to a
recent study, approximately 1,316 marijuana users, 576 people
abusing prescription drugs, 215 cocaine addicts, 97 people using
hallucinogens, 54 people who use inhalants and 12 heroin addicts
have been checked into rehabilitation centers. This only includes
those who are getting help but many more remain addicted to the
lifestyle. Since Kingman’s population is approximately 30,000 people,
these numbers don’t seem high in comparison to other cities but the
problems are still just as real.
I‘ve spent a great deal of my life moving due to my father’s
job. When people learn that I am from California they always ask
which part. I usually just say “Southern” because I lived in so many
different places, it’s hard to say which city is my hometown. I have
lived in Duarte, Azusa, Pasadena, Longview, Bellflower, Ontario,
Los Angeles, Huntington and my longest
stay was in Glendora.
I have lived in town homes,
apartments, houses and even motel
rooms. I’ve lived in some scary
neighborhoods, ones where I was not
even allowed to play in own my front
yard. I’ve also lived in neighborhoods
that were so safe they had won awards
and instant friendships happened the
day we backed the U-Haul into the
driveway. By the age of eleven, I had
never stayed anywhere longer than
a few years at a time. I didn’t know a
different life and though I always longed
for a place to call home, I never wanted
Kingman to be that place.
For years I tried hard to find a
way to a new land, irritated and fixed on anywhere but Kingman.
Rather than face what I disliked about the environment around
me, I wanted to run until I found something I liked better. To me,
this seemed like the answer to my problems. I didn’t realize until
that November day that I had never learned how to truly commit
to anything. I knew how to make my life look sensible and stable,
but I was really missing out on everything. I didn’t deal with the
fact that I didn’t have that much compassion for my community or
unconditional love for my neighbors.
On that November day, a group from my church gathered
together in one of the worst neighborhoods in the area. We went
to the small park in the middle of the neighborhood with the
intention of putting on a program for the locals. Our hope was to
entertain the crowd while showing them that God cares about their
needs. We had a team ready to pray for people and brought our
bus ministry leader to offer rides to anyone who wanted to come
to church the next day. We had planned this for months, we had
everything from skits to live music, games and prizes. Many people
put a great amount of work into this, it was a good group of
volunteers.

We came early in the freezing cold to set up our
equipment and canvas the neighborhood. A small crowd began to
gather and we got ready for our assigned activities. By the book,
we did everything right. We were prepared to put on a great
program and to see a lot of people. It wasn’t until the end of the
day that we realized “by the book” didn’t really do anything for
these people (and to be perfectly honest, I feel some people never
came to that realization at all). The crowd grew smaller and smaller
within the first hour. By the afternoon, the only people left were the
volunteers. We had failed, but no one wanted to admit it. We began
to clean up and load the equipment into various vehicles.
A few people tried to remind everyone that we gave the
day a good effort, but those affirmations were quickly drowned out
by outright complaints. My heart sank into my stomach. As I stood
on the sidelines with some of my friends, complaining with them
about the small turn-out and the disinterested looks of passersby,
I stopped myself and it was all I could
do not to cry. It occurred to me on
that day that I was doing community
service, but there was not an ounce
of love or compassion in my heart for
these people. We had set out to do a
great program, but it was all for self in
the first place. It made us feel good to
know we were getting involved but the
hearts of the hurting people we were
there to serve became an afterthought.
During the planning stages,
all I could think about was how much
this program could benefit me and
the image I wanted to convey to the
community around me. I was prideful
about it, thinking about how we were
one of the few churches in the area
that did anything like this. I was thinking about how “down to earth”
we must have been and how much more “relatable” we were to all
different groups of people. I was consumed with how positive this
would look and if there were any great changes in Kingman, we
could get all the glory and credit for it. I wanted the reputation but
not the responsibility.
As I drove home that day, I was completely broken. I pulled
over and wept as I prayed. All I could do was ask God when I had
become so dispassionate and selfish. Realizing that I may as well
have just been sitting at home on the couch that day, I went home
and shared the most candid conversation with some of my mentors
and friends of the church. I came to the realization that I didn’t care
what happened to the city or the people inside of it as long as I
could get some credit for trying to do good in a bad situation.
As much as I had fought it on that defeated day, I knew
there was a purpose for me in this city that feeds on a feast of
apathy and defeat. I came to terms with my reoccurring feeling that
the monotony was almost unbearable at times. I have looked in the
eyes of my neighbors and made conversation to answer how they
got here and why they couldn’t leave.

“Rather than confront
what I disliked about the
environment around me, I
wanted to run until I found
something I liked better.
To me, this seemed like the
answer to my problems.”
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There are few places I go in this town where people don’t
average, the mission houses close to 500 people and their ministry
talk about how much they hate it. They spout off on long rants
reaches 35,000 people a week by serving the entire community in
as though they still care, but most only filibuster their way into
any way possible, offering to fill physical, mental or spiritual needs.
postponing. Unfortunately, most of these people are all talk, nothing
With over forty services offered, they help gang members, orphans,
but complainers. As they gripe about all that’s wrong with this
prostitutes, released prisoners, drug addicts, unwed mothers, AIDS
place, they only (inadvertently, I’m sure) add to the problem just as I
victims, the homeless and other various subculture groups.
have.
Always looking for volunteers, one of the most popular
Instead of cleaning the dirty streets everyone only wants
ways of getting involved with The Dream Center is to sign up for
to complain about the trash they see blowing in the wind. Instead
their summer missionary program. During this time, people spend a
of telling the teenager in the hooker heels and mini-skirt that she’s
week at the mission and help with as many programs as they’d like
beautiful and doesn’t need to objectify herself, they only label her a
to be involved with. I can spend a week at The Dream Center and
“slut” and walk away, taking her self-esteem with them. Instead of
help with every project they’ve got going out there. I can pray for
being the voice for the abused child as they can’t speak, everyone
drug addicts, I can sit and cry with a prostitute, I can give soup to
simply minds “their own business.” Instead
a homeless little boy and his mother and I
of helping someone to avoid the same
can dance around on a puppet stage with
problem that ruined them, they’d rather
orphaned children, but what does that do
have a misery buddy to hang with in a
for the people hurting here, right in front
“I came to the realization that
dead-end situation.
of me?
I didn’t care what happened to
I have lived my last ten years in
I’m not saying it’s bad to support
confusion, pain, joy, curiosity and above all,
ministries and organizations. I fully
the city or the people inside of it
a hunger for knowledge. I have traveled to
advocate working with the companies,
as long as I could get some credit
many places, but I always stay grounded
non-profits and churches that actually will
in this small city in the Northernmost
help others (like the great ones mentioned
for trying to do good in a bad
part of Arizona. Believing things would be
above. They are all amazing and I will
situation.”
different, glamorous and possibly better,
continue to support them however I can).
I have revisited places of my past and set
What I am saying is that I’ve done all the
trails in new ones only to discover that
things listed above -- okay, I’ve yet to buy
problems like those of Kingman are present
50 pairs of TOMS-- but how much of it
everywhere you go.
effects the world immediately around me?
The world is broken, not just Kingman Arizona. There are
None that I can think of.
people who are actively doing things about it, but what about this
Why should I leave it all on the shoulders of those great
part of world in front of me?
organizations as though I don’t have hands too? Why should I make
There are many great companies and organizations I can
my purchase and then go nap on the couch when there are people
support to help people in need. One of my favorites is TOMS, a forwho need help right in my neighborhood, too? This is not just a
profit company that acts as a non-profit. When anyone buys a pair
part-time job where I do my time and then I’m off the clock until
of shoes from them, they will give a pair to a person in need. In 2011,
the next big donation comes up. How disgusting. When exactly did
they began a program for vision care in which they sell eyewear
charity become a fashion?
and for every pair purchased, they provide glasses, medical care
It’s time to stop outsourcing love and get our hands
or surgery for people who otherwise couldn’t afford it. Knowing
dirty! Time to stop labeling all the “ugly things” in our communities
this, I can buy 50 pairs of TOMS and feel great about the fact that I
and start liberating instead. I have missed so many opportunities
helped some amazing people get shoes on their feet, but does that
because I was too busy trying to live my “own” life separate from
really do anything for the people in my neck of the woods?
my “charitable” life. My “ministry time” and my “me time” had no
Another organization that is helping to change the world is
business sharing a vehicle or time slot, but something broke inside
To Write Love on Her Arms. Their goal is to share hope with those
of me on that November day. Like a dam bursting from the simple
dealing with self-injury, depression, addictions or suicidal thoughts.
prick of a sewing needle, my heart was filled with compassion, hope
They try to close the distance between treatment centers and
and purpose–something I had not felt within or about these city
those that need help by directly providing a way for people to go
limits for quite some time. I feel awake and above all, I feel humble
into treatment. The most common way of supporting their mission
knowing it is only to the glory of God that great things will happen
is through the purchase of their merchandise. With that in mind, I
in this city.
can own half a dozen items from To Write Love on Her Arms but
All from an afternoon in the freezing cold at a park with
is that going to physically help prevent concern of suicide in my own
no name, with nothing more than a bass guitar, some strangers
community? Shouldn’t I extend similar care to those around me?
and some neighbors. My name is Sara Napier and I am home/
In Los Angeles there is a mission called The Dream Center.
traveling/on the mission field/affecting change/watching hearts heal/
It is located in the inner city near the city limits of Hollywood. On
living in Kingman, Arizona.
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Let no debt remain
outstanding, except
the continuing debt to
love one another, for
whoever loves others
has fulfilled the law. –
Romans 13:8 (NIV)
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