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FROM THE EDITOR

Our 2nd Anniversary Issue!
I CAN’T BELIEVE THIS IS OUR SECOND ANNIVERSARY ISSUE. OUR FIRST ISSUE
launched in the Winter of 2008 and most of it was written by myself and my friends. It’s so wonderful to see how
God has expanded the magazine since then. Now we have a diverse group of writers and readers all over the
world. Thank you for being a part of this adventure and sticking with us as we tweak things, grow and evolve. It
is such a blessing to produce this magazine each season.
We’re excited to bring you in this latest issue some new writers and powerful stories that we hope you’ll enjoy.
Many of them write about the different seasons or moments in their lives, times that God has intervened or had
patience with them. It’s nice to have a reminder that there is no season where God is not present and he will
navigate us through any of life’s messes or triumphs – though sometimes he works
more subtly or drastically depending on the time and place. Whether you’re inbetween jobs that fuel your passion (Christmas for Ruth), grieving the loss of a loved
one (A Season To Mourn), in a place to make good on your faith and help someone
(Divine Appointments) or embracing your destiny (A Cloud Descends In China), God is
a part of it.
How amazing to be loved that much by God.
This winter season as you celebrate Christmas, New Year’s and the like, remember
that everyone is going through a season of their own, some more difficult than
others. Have compassion on your friends, ask more questions, inquire into the lives of
those you care about – see what season they’re in and pray to God on their behalf.
Your prayers and your presence might be just what they need.

CAILIN BRIODY HENSON
Editor-in-Chief

WRITE TO US:
What are your thoughts on this issue? What topics or
perspectives do you want to read about or hear from? We
love getting feedback. Send your message via e-mail or letter
and please include your name, address and daytime phone
number. New Identity Magazine, P.O. Box 375, Torrance, CA
90508. Phone: (310) 947-8707; feedback@newidentitymagazine.com
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SPECIAL THANKS TO HOLLY KNEVELBAARD FOR SUPPLYING US WITH A
FANTASTIC ILLUSTRATION FOR CHRISTMAS FOR RUTH

There are many Bible translations out there. Just a few are the
New International Version, The Message, and the New Living
Translation. You’ll see these referenced as NIV, NLT, The Message
etc. When we reference a Bible verse, such as John 3:16, ‘John’ is
the book in the Bible. There are 66 books total. 3 is the chapter in
the book and 16 is the verse in the chapter.
•Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE,
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984
by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved.
•Scripture quotations marked (The Message) are taken from The
Message. Copyright 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group.
•Scripture quotations marked (AMP) are taken from the Amplified
Bible, Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission.
•Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New
Living Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House
Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.
•Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King
James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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NEWS, FUN FINDS
& OPPORTUNITIES

REDUCE, REUSE

Photo by jf | Stock.xchng

For those who hate throwing things away and like to find creative
uses for normally discarded items in your home, look no further
than Re-Nest, an online blog and resource site that has a plethora
of ideas of how to reuse everyday things and to give them back
some purpose. In particular, a recent post titled 49 Creative Reuse
Ideas That Will Inspire & Surprise You, includes ideas for reusing
pasta sauce jars, bathroom items to re-purpose around the house,
or turning wood scraps into furniture. You can seriously get lost in
inspiration. For even more fabulous ideas, visit www.re-nest.com

–Cailin Henson

A GREEN OPPORTUNITY FOR CHANGE

Photo by marcos_bh | Stock.xchng

“Ordinary Christians, Extraordinary Times” is the slogan that
the UK’s Christian Ecology Link uses to describe themselves. The
Christian Ecology Link’s mission is to understand and relate the
responsibility we have to God’s earth and creation with faith. They
desire to encourage local churches to think and communicate
seriously about environmental issues and the potential impact each
individual has. They also publish their own magazine called Green
Christian and you can sign up for their e-news letter or prayer
guide. For more information visit www.christian-ecology.org.uk

–Cailin Henson

URBAN INDIA

Photo by digihague | Stock.xchng

Urban India Ministries (UIM) is dedicated to “building a value based
urban society.” This translates into helping families apply Biblical
principles and values into their daily lives, helping people face the
challenges of urban living through seminars, conferences and other
resources, and also providing counseling to hurting individuals and
families. UIM is a support network for Indian families, with a focus
on Biblical principles, and their heart in their slogan, “transforming
cities one home at a time.” For more information you can check out
www.urbanindia.org –Cailin Henson
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GIVE BACK

SKYLAR COBB
Skylar Cobb considers himself just another
muggle. Originally from Albuquerque, New
Mexico, he spent his high school and college
years playing in Colorado. After graduation
and a brief stint abroad, Skylar took a
corporate job in Southern California, where
he now resides.
Let the search for truth continue...

T

An innovative business that curbs gang
involvement in East Los Angeles.

HE STORY OF HOMEGIRL CAFÉ STARTS

with a priest by the name of Fr. Greg Boyle, a Los
Angeles native nationally renowned for his work in gang
intervention and recently popularized by his newest
book, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion.
In 1988, Fr. Greg started “Jobs For A Future” to find employment
and provide support for the increasing numbers of youth involved
with street gangs around the Boyle Heights neighborhood. Over
the years, Fr. Greg’s program has fostered hope for thousands
of individuals and has grown into an established, independent
nonprofit known as Homeboy Industries. Currently headquartered
in neutral gang territory, Homeboy Industries utilizes a state-ofthe-art facility to house classrooms, offices, a tattoo removal center
and four separate business entities – Homeboy Bakery, Homegirl
Café & Catering, Homeboy Merchandise, Homeboy Silkscreen &
Embroidery – to employ individuals seeking transformation.
Homeboy Industries, according to their mission
statement, aims to assist “at-risk, formerly gang-involved youth”
by providing them the necessary support and employment to
become “contributing members” of the Los Angeles community.
To prevent society as a whole from turning a blind eye, Homeboy
Industries focuses on cross-cultural exchange to raise awareness
of the violence, drugs and street gangs still prevalent in many
L.A. neighborhoods. Homeboy Industries stands behind the
idea that gang association is not always voluntary and by the
time consequences are realized, a member is in over their head.
Therefore, at the core of Homeboy Industries, is the commitment
to never give up on their employees by creating a community of
acceptance and hope.
As one of Homeboy Industries’ four current business
branches, Homegirl Café offers second chances, or reoffers denied
first chances, to their nearly all female crew of 34 employees. As
part of the Homeboy Industries support network, located next to
the Café, each “homegirl” is given a volunteer case manager, health
care, legal services, free tattoo removal, and opportunities for
internships, education and therapy. Education opportunities involve
tutoring, G.E.D. preparation, hospitality courses through a local
community college and a variety of general self-enrichment classes
including: parenting, nutrition, basic finance, creative writing, music
and art. When an employee first enters Homeboy Industries, they
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GIVE BACK

Members of the staff pausing for a quick photo with the
founder. Fr. Greg Boyle, Homeboy Industries founder, in the
middle. Shannon, the Café manger, is on the bottom left.

are offered a curriculum of self-development in order to to stabilize
their lives during the transformation associated with the program.
The true beauty of the Homeboy Industries program is that former
rival gang-members learn to work side-by-side in order to break the
foundation of gang affiliation to form stronger ties to a healthier
community.
Aside from gang intervention, Homegirl Café promotes a
small variety of initiatives. Four months of each year are dedicated
to one local artist, allowing the creative a chance to decorate the
interior of the Café with solely their own work (all of which are
available for purchase). The Café also owns a handful of local and
offsite gardens, with hopes of growing all their own produce in the
future.

According to the 2009 documentary
Crips and Bloods: Made in America,
directed by Stacy Peralta, “over the last
20 years alone, in L.A. county, there has
been 15,000 gang related deaths.”
Photo by Glenn Marzano

Give

HOW TO HELP
Eat at the Café
Located just nor th of Union Station (130 W. Bruno St.) in downtown
Los Angeles, the Café is vibrantly colored and the menu, described
as “contemporary with a Latin twist,” is reasonably priced, mostly
vegetarian (with plenty of vegan options), and has a few employee
contributions. The Café also sells goods from Homeboy Bakery,
seasonal house blends of tea and their House Coffee is offered with
cinnamon and orange peel (yum!).

Volunteer
To volunteer on a regular basis or for a single visit in a variety of roles
(e.g. within the kitchen, as a gardener, as a physician, teaching classes or
just as a general day-laborer) contact Janet, the volunteer coordinator,
at 323.526.1254.

www.newidentitymagazine.com			

fact

With the current economic situation, Homeboy Industries, as a
whole, recently had to decrease their workforce from 500 to 200
employees. With a strategic plan to focus on sustainable growth,
the largest need, like with every nonprofit, is financial assistance.
To explore this option, I recommend visiting their website at www.
homeboy-industries.org; be sure to check out their clever fundraising
solution, a vir tual car wash.

Catering
Another oppor tunity is to contract Homegirl Catering to furnish
your next event (even up to 1000+ people), or you can rent out the
attractive Café for an evening.
Homeboy Industries
130 W. Bruno St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
www.homeboy-industries.org
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PEOPLE

NOAH NELSON
Noah Nelson is a writer for television. Credits
include The District and CSI:NY. His proudest
achievements though are his two daughters,
Kyrra and Sophia.

Illustration by Holly Knevelbaard

Christmas For Ruth

R

UTH’S CAT IS NAMED MR. TWINKIE.

He is lost somewhere in the yard sale that is Ruth’s
living room. There are stacks of newspapers, magazines,
TV guides, photos, folded paper bags and columns of
Tupperware resembling Stonehenge. Also, ribbon—lots of
ribbon. There are piles of stuff on the floor, the couch and coffee
table. It is a minefield of chotskies. It is a packrat’s labyrinth. It is my
nightmare.
Ruth stands a few inches over five feet. Her hair is a swirl of gray
wisps and blue accents. She has liver-spotted arms. Arthritis in both
hands. Glaucoma in both eyes. A sundress hangs limply from her thin
frame. She can’t be more than 80 pounds soaking wet. She makes
her way to the front screen door with the help of a walker.
“Are you the window man?” she asks.
“Yes,” I say.

I’m here to sell Ruth vinyl sliders, double-hungs, casements or bays.
Low-E cubed comfort glass with carbon mesh smart screens and a
full turn steel jay interlock with tilt-turn options.
I’m also not the window man. My preferred career was writing
for television. However, my ‘preferred career’ was at the time still
tenuous. What’s more, I had a family on the way. I needed a job
that could provide.
My friend Brian pitched the idea.
“The good ones? They pull in six grand a month. Easy. I know
doctors who don’t make that kind of money,” Brian said.
“Selling windows?”
“Selling windows, Noah,” he said with great punctuation. Brian’s a
born salesman. Molasses drips from his tongue.
Two weeks of training later I know windows. I’m a closer. I learn
to kill objections: “Not today,” “can’t afford it” and “I want to shop

I am the window man.
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PEOPLE
around.” The seminar is lead by a rotund ball of frantic energy
named Omar.
“Someone always gets sold,” Omar claims, “Either you, or the
homeowner.”
“If you confuse em’, you lose em’,” a trainee says. Omar smiles at his
protégé.
Ruth tells me there’s a draft. “The chill keeps me up at night,” she
says.
I check the windows. Maneuvering my way around Ruth’s maze
of goodies requires the skill of a Cirque Du Soleil acrobat. The
windows are aluminum sliders. Old, but they’re fine.
“Twinkie?”
“No thank you,” I say.
“Mr. Twinkie is my cat,” Ruth corrects from the kitchen.
“Oh,” I say.
“He hasn’t touched his food in days,” Ruth says.
My eyes instantly land on a furry white tail protruding between two
pylons of collector item TV Guides. Two thoughts cross my mind.
Either Mr. Twinkie’s lost or Mr. Twinkie’s become an immortal part
of Ruth’s collection. His tail twitches. I sigh relief.
Later Ruth clears off a place on the couch. This takes twenty
minutes. She has me sit down while I punch numbers and she
measures out her pills for the week.
“How much is this going to cost me?” Ruth asks.
“The price of quality is expensive,” I say, “But let’s see what we can
do,” readying my closing repertoire.
“Usually I’d have my husband deal with this,” Ruth says.
“Is your husband home?”
“He died,” she says. “Cancer,” she adds. “That’s his picture.”
Above the fireplace is an oil-on-canvas of a happy looking old man.
It’s no Rembrandt, but it says she loved him till death do us part.
I’m at the house for another two hours. Why? Ruth doesn’t have
the money for new windows. I know it. She knows it. I’m there for
another reason.
Ruth is lonely.
I listen to the story of Ruth and her husband. His name was Tom.
He hated Mr. Twinkie. Tom sold vacuum cleaners, so Ruth knows
a thing or two about sales. He fought in the war. He was a good
man. Honest. Brave. They met in college.
“Those were the days when women either became teachers or
stayed at home,” Ruth tells me. Her family recently moved to
Arizona. “Lost their jobs,” she says. “This will be the first Christmas I
won’t have my grandchildren around,” she whispers. Then, “Do you
have a family?”
“A daughter on the way. It’s our first,” I say.
“Here,” Ruth takes a small porcelain figurine from a nearby shelf
and hands it to me. “My mother gave that to me when I was a little
girl,” she says. “For your daughter,” she smiles.

“Thank you,” I say.
I get in my car and call my wife.
“How’d it go?” She asks.
“Someone always gets sold,” I say.
Two months later it’s Christmas and I have a one-month-old in
my arms. I’m broke and can barely afford diapers let alone a
tree and presents. I didn’t make the money selling windows Brian
promised. I sold my bicycle and wrangled up enough money for a
small Douglas fir and formula for Sophia. As a Christian I used to
be proactive with my faith. When the chips were down, I was at my
best. Problem was now I had two mouths to feed. The responsibility
and disappointment I feared would be in their eyes come Christmas
morning was simply crushing. I turned to my journal and found this
inside:
“Exercise faith and scripture in dark times. What do you have to
lose? Realize life goes fast, Noah. Look for those moments in your
walk you can do something great by doing something so little. Oh,
baby. That’s the stuff we live for.”
It was from a birthday card my father gave me on my twenty-first
birthday.
“Where are we going?” My wife asks Christmas morning.
“Apple Valley,” I say.
“Uh, why?” she asks.
“Surprise,” I say.
“Why are we taking the tree with us to Apple Valley?” she asks.
“Well, Apple Valley needs the tree more than us,” I say.
Ruth answers the door the way she did two months ago – in a
walker and wearing the same sundress. It takes her fifteen minutes
to recognize me. She sees the tree as I untangle it from the roof of
our Dodge. Her eyes light up despite the fact that the two-hour
drive has blown away nearly all of the needles and it now appears
sickly and desperate. Still, Ruth puts her hands together and smiles.
My wife is confused but I can see she’s putting the pieces together.
“I’ll help make some space in the living room,” my wife says.
Ruth makes hot chocolate. It’s the worst hot chocolate I’ve ever
had. Mr. Twinkie sleeps beneath the Christmas tree. Ruth talks
about her husband.
“Sounds like quite a man,” my wife says. She cradles Sophia in her
arms.
“He was,” Ruth says. My wife shoots me a smile I’ll never forget. It
remains the best Christmas present she’s ever given me.
Oh, baby. That’s the stuff we live for.
Merry Christmas, Ruth.

It’s a bullmastiff. The ugliest bullmastiff I’ve ever seen.
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DISCOVERING GOD

At a Distance
A testimony by Mallory Gish

Isaiah 41:9-10 You whom I have taken
from the ends of the earth; and called
from the farthest regions; and said, you
are my servant, I have chosen you and
have not cast you away. Fear not; for I
am with you. Be not dismayed for I am
your GOD. I will strengthen you. I will
help you; and I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand. (NKJV)

T

Photo by .aditya. | Flickr (CC)

HINK BACK TO WHEN YOU WERE A LITTLE

child, when you had no voice, no will of your own, no
control of what happens to you – completely vulnerable,
stamped and marked on your countenance, “all I need is
love.” When I was a child, my dad was everything to me, and when
he left me when I was five-years-old I thought I had done something
terribly wrong. I thought I was bad a girl. My world fell apart. I
became distraught and depressed. I used to pray, “God, please take
my life,” because I did not want to live without my dad. I had suicidal
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“Anger and bitterness became
my constant companion
and obesity my shield and
protector.”
thoughts at five-years-old.
My mother did not know what to do with me and about
all the unhappiness I had regarding my dad. I asked my mom about
my dad constantly. My questions frustrated my mom and made her
feel guilty. I was a daughter who did not identify with her and this
frustrated her, so we simply tolerated each other.
My mother soon remarried and this is when the enemy

Winter 2010/11			

www.newidentitymagazine.com

DISCOVERING GOD
came to live with us through my step-father’s father. He was a
pedophile. Pedophiles are able to zero-in on a vulnerable child, and
this is how it all started for me. I cannot remember how long this
occurred in my life but it seemed like an eternity. Then there were
many other attacks from family, friends of family. It seemed that
everywhere I turned I was not safe, and I became very guarded.
The enemy came to destroy my love and trust in man. I kicked into
survival mode to endure in this environment.
Anger and bitterness became my constant companion and
obesity my shield and protector. I found by being overweight I did
not have to worry about any more unwanted advances. As time
went on, I chose a life of homosexuality and for thirty years I was in
bondage and this began my struggle with God.
I tried to fit God into my life and change Him and His
standards. This was all wrong. In Malachi 3:6 (ESV) it says, “For I the
Lord do not change;” I was expecting that He would change for
me. Of course, I did not know I had this expectation; but this is why
all my attempts to reconcile with God did not work.
In 1998, I told God that I was
going to commit suicide. I told no one but
God. I told him how I was going to do it
and the date. On the morning of January
28, I was arriving at work when a friend
from my past (who happened to be a
Christian) waved me over to her to say
something; she said, “God wants me to
tell you something Mallory, He loves you
Mallory and doesn’t want you to commit
suicide.” Of course I instantly broke-down
and did not know how to process this
information given to me, but for now I
put the idea on hold. Two weeks later,
my mother’s brother committed suicide,
and the Lord let me see the aftermath
play out before my eyes, seeing what
everyone in my family went through over
this ordeal.
Fast-forward to 2005. When I went to visit my mom, I
would go to church with her to make her happy. There was a giant
banner behind the pulpit that read:

all things are possible. (Mark 10:27) But I decided to trust in the
one person who had never failed me, Jesus.
I started attending a church which began a journey of
trust for me through God’s people coming behind me praying a
lot. I felt prompted by the Holy Spirit to ask one of the pastors
to be my mentor. I thought the Holy Spirit was crazy for asking
me to go ask someone to be my mentor when I had only met
him once, let alone open up and trust a complete stranger.
But I did anyway and asked the pastor’s wife if it was okay
if he were my mentor. Unbeknownst to me the pastor was
the pastoral counselor for the church. This began a series of
2-3 hour sessions every Wednesday afternoon for a couple
of years. I had questions about God’s Word and events in the
Bible and how it applied to my life. I decided to be baptized July
30, 2006; and this is when a change and deeper commitment
to God came, and I became completely devoted to Jesus.
My progress was challenged through situations at work and
people in my life who were encouraging me to go back to my
old lifestyle.
My biggest struggle with God’s
Word was that I felt like such a
hypocrite. Every time I would read
about love I felt guilty, because I knew
what was in my heart. I did not love,
or have the capacity to love like in
the Bible. No one could see this in my
heart but God. I had been praying and
seeking God over this issue, and was
frustrated that I had no capacity to
change this in myself. I was not allowing
God to change me. One night, I was
in a deep sleep and in the early hours
of the morning I felt this electrocuting
sensation going through my entire
body. I tried to open my eyes but was
unable too. I felt like the Lord was next
to my bed reaching his hands into my body and grabbing my
heart. He was giving me a new heart by electrocuting His love
into mine.
Now in 2010, with five years of freedom and love in
Christ. I am now allowing Jesus to be my protector and shield.
He has become my constant companion, and has rid me of the
anger and bitterness in my heart. Jesus Christ is restoring love
and trust into my life through a new church and people.
God knows the outcome of our lives and everything
in between. God knew what the enemy would throw my way
to keep me from God, but God is our ultimate savior and
restorer. It says in Romans 12:2, “Don’t copy the behavior and
customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn
to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and
perfect.” (NLT) This says it all for me. I am being transformed
and renewed daily in my mind and body and I can know
without a doubt that I am in God’s perfect will.

“I had questions
about God’s Word
and events in the
Bible and how it
applied to my life.”

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have everlasting life.”
I would look up and read this verse, but could not get past:
For God so loved. I put my head down and tightened my stomach
so I could fight off my heart melting at these words: For God so
loved…For God so loved…For God so loved Mallory. In December
of 2005, I had a breakthrough. I eventually quit trying to change
and fit God into my life. Instead, I surrendered all to Him, for Him to
change me completely into Him. I did not know how He was going
to do this with so much brokenness and baggage. The change by
human standards was impossible, but not with God. For with God
www.newidentitymagazine.com			
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A Season to
Mourn
Grieving and living again after the passing of a loved one.

Photo by devastar | Flickr (CC)
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State University at Dominguez Hills. She
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retail, and admits she is a self-proclaimed
adventurer.

M

Y LIFE CHANGED ON MARCH 26, 2010. MY

grandmother, Gertrude, died. She was a very important
person to me. We had a special personal relationship
because I was her only granddaughter. I am the person
I am today because of her. She planted and tended the moral seeds
in my soul that have shaped me into a good person.
She died of colon cancer and other complications of old
age. We were anticipating her death because of the severity of her
illness at the time, but it was still a huge shock to my family when we
found out she had terminal cancer. It was my first real experience
with the death of a loved one in my adult years. My family began
the individual personalized process of grieving.
There is not a one-size-fits-all grieving method. Grief is
an intensely personal process. There are many things a person
can grieve over. It’s not just the death of a loved one. Grief can
be felt by any of life’s major
or even minor changes.
Both negative and positive
events and transitions hold
a moment of grief. Basically,
the reality you are currently
in is changing into a new
reality. A person grieves
over the old reality no longer
being the valid present
reality. A few examples are when a relationship ends, when a baby
is born, when a job is lost, when a friend moves to a different city,
when students graduate from college, and many others.
Grief can be felt on all levels of the human condition. It is
felt on physical, social, and psychological levels. I felt severe physical
symptoms of grief. I personally felt the entire following list of physical
symptoms. I wasn’t prepared for how intense my grief feelings and
sensations would be. Some physical symptoms of grief are as follows:
“Loss of pleasure (not necessarily sexual, meaning more of loss of
pleasure of daily activities), gastrointestinal disturbances, apathy,
decreased energy, decreased initiative, decreased motivation,
decreased sexual desire or hyper sexuality, physical exhaustion,
lack of strength, lethargy, sleep difficulties (too much or too little;
interrupted sleep), tearfulness and crying, weight loss or weight
gain, the tendency to sigh, feelings of emptiness and heaviness,

feeling that something is stuck in your throat, heart palpitations,
trembling, shaking, hot flashes, and other signs of anxiety,
nervousness, tension, agitation, irritability, restlessness and searching
for something to do, shortness of breath, smothering sensations,
dizziness, unsteady feelings, chest pain, pressure, or discomfort.”
(How To Go On Living When Someone You Love Dies by Therese
A. Rando Ph.D., Pg. 46).
Not only can grief be felt in the body as something
physical, but it’s more commonly known to be felt by someone
psychologically. The psychological symptoms of grief are as follows:
Fear, anxiety, anger, guilt, separation pain, sorrow, longing,
disorganization, depression, despair, confusion, lack of concentration,
diminished self-concern (not caring if you get hurt), obsession with
the deceased, search for meaning, identification (wanting to identify
with deceased loved one), and grief spasms (unpredictable lapses
into grief at unexpected moments). A grieving person will question
everything about themselves, the world around them, and even
their spiritual beliefs. All of these reactions to grief, including the
social symptoms range of mistrust of those in your social circle,
withdrawal from friends and social events, appearing apathetic
towards others, being uninterested in usual activities, and having
no initiative to perform those usual activities–are totally normal
to experience. It is totally healthy and okay for a grieving person
to feel what they feel and think what they think. A person in grief
will often feel they are going crazy because of the intensity of their
reactions to the symptoms. But they are not going crazy at all. They
are in a season of mourning.
Often in difficult times, people turn to religion and
spirituality. The Bible is no stranger to mourning and grief.
Scriptures can help a
person gain new meaning
to this new season of
mourning.
Ecclesiates 3 reminds
us that “there is a time
for everything, and a
season for every activity
under heaven: a time to
be born and a time to
die…a time to weep and a time to laugh…a time to mourn and
a time to dance..” There are many seasons in life according to the
Bible and the personal experience of being alive. Death and grief
are unfortunately another season of being alive. But the good
news is that according to Matthew 5, “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted.” God promises that when it’s
our season to mourn, He will be there to comfort us. The Bible also
instructs the friends of those who mourn to, “Rejoice with those
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” from Romans 12:15.
It’s very important to obtain a support group when the season of
grief happens. It can be through a church, therapist, grief counseling
support group, or even just a close knit group of friends. It can
especially be helpful to go to a professional grief counseling support
group because being around those in a similar season can provide
much needed inner healing. If we reach and call for help during this

There is not a one-size-fits-all
grieving method. Grief is an
intensely personal process.
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The American folk rock band The
Byrds recorded their version of
the song called Turn! Turn! Turn!
(To Everything There Is a Season),
which uses Ecceliastics 3 almost
verbatum as the lyrics, and it
became a hit single internationally
in late 1965. It made a spash
again thirty years later, when it
was prominently featured in the
film Forrest Gump in 1994, one
of the bestselling soundtracks of
that year with the sale of 6 million
copies.

fact
dark season, the calls will be answered like in Psalms 88:9, “My eyes
are dim with grief. I call to you, O LORD, every day; I spread out my
hands to you.”
Once again, there is no correct way to grieve. There are
plenty of resources, as well as the Bible, that can help begin to
resolve the grief and walk through the season. Many professional
therapists and self-help books have the underlining purpose of
helping someone to come to terms with the new reality without
their loved one. According to How To Go On Living When Someone
You Love Dies, by Therese A. Rando Ph.D, the author suggests
how “to achieve this purpose successfully, you must complete three
sets of processes: 1. Acknowledging and understanding the loss. 2.
Experiencing the pain and reacting to the separation. 3. Moving
adaptively into the new life without forgetting the old.” Once these
three processes have taken place in a healthy guided manner, on a
tangible level and sought with God on a spiritual level–then healing
and resolution can take place for the season of grief.
As I have walked through the Valley of Shadow of Death
this past year, I felt God was with me. I utilized all the resources that
I could to begin the healing process for myself. I clung to God’s words
of comfort, reached out to friends, read self-help books, and sought
professional help in the form of a grief counseling support group.
I will always miss my Grandmother. I will never forget her and all
she meant for me in my life. I will always keep the lessons of life she
taught me close to my heart. I feel my season of grief is coming to
an end and I am ready to smile and laugh again.
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Divine Appointments
Learning to see the opportunities in “coincidences.”

Photo by robertjosiah | Flickr (CC)

DELBERT TEACHOUT
Delbert Teachout has been married for 35
years. He is currently retired from military
and civilian careers. Ordained into ministry
in 2002, Delbert is now pursuing freelance
writing as a ministry.

S

OMETIMES EVENTS HAPPEN IN SUCH A

way that they can only be explained by saying God caused
them to happen. When they happen they are sometimes
viewed as an inconvenience because they interfere with our
own plans. These are called “divine appointments.” Sometimes we
are so busy we do not recognize them. Instead of viewing them as
an inconvenience, we need to take advantage of those opportunities
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

when they happen and embrace them.
From April 2001 to March 2008, I served as the program
director for a rescue mission. The mission provided free food and
shelter to homeless men and also operated a substance abuse
rehabilitation program for homeless addicts. The reason it is called
a rescue mission is that the mission was overtly trying to rescue
people from evil and help them accept Jesus as their Savior. As the
song goes “rescue the perishing.”
Normally my day ended at 5 pm. However, one time I
received an unusual phone call at 4:45 pm. The man on the phone
had come to town that morning to look for work and had run out
of gas. For some reason the local police did not refer him to the
Salvation Army or one of many non-profit agencies in town whose
mission it was to minister to families. Some of the over two hundred
churches in town had benevolence funds set aside to help people in
distress. One of them might have been able to help. But for some
reason they referred him to a rescue mission.
At first I doubted whether the police had referred him
because I had never received a call like that before. But after
listening to his story, I believed him, though I was still puzzled why
he was referred to the mission. During the seven years I worked at
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the mission I never received another call for a stranded motorist.
At first my mind made up several “good” reasons why I
should not help. I tried to explain to him that the mission does not
have money on hand to purchase gas whenever someone runs
out. Then I had the excuses that he was way across town, it was
rush hour, he was on one of the busiest streets in town, it would
take forty-five minutes to get to him. I did not feel like driving in the
heavy traffic to get to him. Besides he was not a homeless man.
Remembering the story of the Good Samaritan, and being
observed by several of the homeless men, I decided to help this man.
Jesus said if we meet someone who has a need, and we do not help,
it is like not helping Jesus. The men staying at the mission were able
to collect about ten dollars to help the man, possibly enough for the
man to get home.
When I found him, I discovered that his vehicle was stopped
in a driveway to a parking lot for a busy strip mall and everyone
was driving around him without offering any help. To make it worse,
his wife was with him, they were diabetics, they had not eaten since
breakfast, and they were broke.
The man explained they were Christians—perhaps why
he was referred to the mission, and had come to town looking for
work. They spent all their money to get there, believing God would
help them get home. After pouring a gallon of gasoline into his tank,
I followed him to a gas station quick stop about a block away.
The Holy Spirit filled me with compassion and concern
because they had not eaten; reminding me of Jesus having
compassion on the 5000 he fed. I gave them the ten dollars to get
something to eat at the quick stop while I used my debit card to fill
his tank with gasoline. I could have used the ten dollars to pay for
the gas, and let them find their own food. But I knew God expected
more than that.
I did what God does for us—gave him more abundantly
than what he asked.
This story was not about me putting gasoline into
someone’s car or helping someone get something to eat. This was
about obedience. Jesus said to love your neighbor as yourself. If I
had denied help to this man, I would have been like the priest and
the rabbi in the story of the Good Samaritan.
There was only one reason why I should help. Jesus went to
the Cross for me. All I was doing was going to a gas station for the
man. In light of what Jesus did for me, it was no inconvenience.
It was not an accident that he called the mission; it was a
divine appointment. It was an opportunity to do what Christians
are supposed to do.
We never know when God will make these appointments
for us. None of those opportunities are accidents. They are divine
appointments.

IN PERSPECTIVE

Showcasing today’s touchy subjects.

Weal
Photo by RichardAlan | Flickr (CC)
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lth & Prosperity
Does being a Christian
mean you’ll have wealth
and prosperity?
Photo by katherine lynn | Flickr (CC)
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A

ROUND THE WORLD, AND ESPECIALLY IN

the United States, many Christians adhere to the belief
that God blesses those He favors with material goods,
wealth and health. Many believe this favor is earned
through service to God and tithes and offerings. A term for this
belief is called the “prosperity gospel.” Though it’s roots are based
in scripture, many find issue with this belief, as it might create false
hope or a skewed biblical perspective.
When it comes to the prosperity gospel there are three
general views on the matter:
1. God will give you prosperity.
Whatever you ask in faith.
2. Severe Poverty (3rd World)
- How can you not preach
prosperity and a better life with
God.

“Faith is not to be used as a
coin in a vending machine.”

3. A life with God is no guarantee of any prosperity or success.

Can God favor one pursuing heart over
another?
There is no scriptural claim for God favoring one pursuing
heart over another. The Bible says that “God does not show
favoritism.”(Acts 10:34-35, Romans 2) If this is the case then every
material blessing in this life that we receive is by the grace of God
and His unearned favor.
While God blesses the faith of those who seek Him, it is
ultimately because they are seeking Him and not their own selfish
desires or wants. Faith is not to be used as a coin in a vending
machine. We do not put our faith in heaven’s vending machine;
press a button; and wait to receive the material blessing that we
requested.

What, if any, guarantee is there of
wealth in this life as a follower of Christ?
Is that prosperity material or spiritual?
20		
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There is no guarantee of material wealth in this life for
the follower of Christ. Many have misquoted scriptures and twisted
them to hold out the promise of prosperity. In the Old Testament,
God’s blessing included material wealth in an agricultural economy
which is very different from our contemporary capitalistic economy.
In the New Testament we do not find any explicit promise. In fact
most of the New Testament promises suffering and hardship to
those who are followers of Christ (Mark 8:34-35). Jesus explicitly
tells this to his disciples when he guarantees them that, “In this world
you will have trouble.” This is Jesus’ description of the reality of a life
following Christ.
There is also a different viewpoint on wealth. The wealth
of the New Testament follower of Christ is Christ himself. This is
what motivates the follower of Christ to serve Him no matter what
economic situation they find themselves in. It is Jesus himself that is
the believer’s greatest possession and sign of prosperity (Ephesians
3:8, Colossians 1:27)
There is a promise to those who have given up everything
to follow Jesus that they will receive houses, lands, and family
relationships. (Mark 10:29-31) This promise is to those who have
already given up everything and in context it is talking about being
a part of the kingdom of God.

		

Ask & You Shall
Receive?

When talking about prosperity
and wealth, one of the first scriptures
that you might have heard quoted
is John 16:22-24; “So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will
see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your
joy. In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the
truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until
now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will be complete.”
In this scripture, Jesus is bidding farewell to his disciples.
He explains that up until this point, he has been with them in the
physical sense. As they are melancholy at the thought of not getting
to be around him anymore, he assures them that if they cry out to
him in prayer, he will come and be with them. Their joy from the
loss will be restored. This instruction about praying to God in Jesus’
name does not specifically mention what is asked for nor received in
prayer. We can only derive from this passage, that Christ now has
a relationship with us after his death and resurrection (which comes
later in John). Because of this relationship we have access in prayer
to God through Jesus. It says “whatever” and so this scripture can
be applied to material and spiritual things but there is a qualifier: we
must ask in Jesus’ name.
In prayer, when you ask in Jesus’ name, you’re not asking
in your own name, but asking in Jesus’ name implies that it is his will
to grant your request, not your will. To ask in Jesus’ name means to
ask for something in accord with his character, authority, and will. It
is highly doubtful that asking for a stretch Hummer with a plasma
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screen TV and massaging seats is in accord with Jesus’ character,
authority, and will. The question we need to ask ourselves is this:
Is my focus on God’s will or on pleasing myself and enriching my
material life on earth?

enough faith. God has promised to take care of his people and this
is through no merit of our own but because of His love for us. It is
on this foundation that we ultimately place our hope in Jesus and his
resurrection and God prospering us eternally.

That all may go well with you?
Some may say ask, what about 3 John 1:2 where it says
“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all
may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.” In the
King James version of the Bible the words “that all may go well with
you” are translated “that you prosper.” Taken out of context these
words have been used to support the idea that along with spiritual
prosperity, God wants us to be financially prosperous as well.
But, in context this verse is
a typical Greco Roman greeting and
is what the author used to greet the
recipients of this letter. It does not
explicitly say that God wants you to
prosper financially. It does not promise
that if you prosper spiritually, then
you will prosper financially. It only
shows the wish of one human being
to another human being. We can
commend John for his proper letter
writing or his desire to see his brother
doing well but we cannot claim this as
a promise from God.

What About Real
Poverty & Hope?

We Should Serve In Order To Get The
Right Reward
Setting yourself up for a disappointing
relationship with God because of false
expectations?
One of the things that the prosperity gospel leaves behind
in its wake is disappointed believers and
those who have turned away from God. To
continue to expect something that God has
not promised is to invite disappointment. There
are many across America and around the
world who have given offering after offering
until they were blue in the face and ended up
with nothing but empty bank accounts and
shattered dreams.
In the pursuit of material wealth many
have abandoned the pursuit of the greatest
treasure – God himself. A relationship with Him
is the one thing God has specifically promised
His followers in the New Testament and this is
something that is worth far more than money
and lasts longer too. God does not want us to
serve for nothing. He wants us to go after the
right reward. Everything else is a byproduct of
being in right relationship with Him.

“There are many
across America and
around the world who
have given offering
after offering until
they were blue in the
face and ended up with
nothing but empty
bank accounts and
shattered dreams.”

The prosperity gospel is very
widespread in the urban church in
the United States as well as in many
second and third world countries. The
devastating poverty and hopelessness
causes many to grasp at the promise
of material blessing. The external
conditions of crime, homelessness, drugs, famine, and war merit
more than a message about inward conditions of forgiveness and
peace.
In this context the message of God’s care, provision,
and justice are appropriate and offer real hope to those who
find themselves in conditions of poverty. This message does
address receiving material wealth in accordance with Malachi 3:10,
Deuteronomy 8:18, and John 10:10. A gospel that is only centered on
spiritual needs would not be suitable in a context where the
people are hungry and in need of assistance.
While this may be the case it does not give us any warrant
to claim material blessings as our rights by faith. This only leads to
severe disappointment as God has not promised those who follow
Jesus that they would always be prosperous in this life if they have
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

Does this mean we should
not ask God for anything?

This does not mean we should not ask
God for our needs. God wants us to ask Him for our needs and
ultimately for his name to receive glory and for his will to be done in
our lives and in the lives of others. We are commanded in the Lord’s
prayer to pray for “our daily bread.” This means enough of God’s
provision for the day. It is not a command to pray for things that we
do not need and to amass an abundance of consumer goods.
God desires for us to pray to Him so that He can show
the world His love for His people. This in turn will cause people to
seek God and to know Him as a loving father. It is a privilege that
we get to request our basic needs from God and it is a challenge
for us spiritually when we ask in faith for God to provide for us. This
is because He wants us to grow in the area of trusting Him for our
needs and knowing that He will supply them. This is the authentic
prosperity gospel.
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BOOKSMORE THAN A CARPENTER

JARGONPRAISE
Dictionary of Christian Jargon for
the Ordinary Person
by Ramon Mayo

“Never has an individual been called upon to
commit intellectual suicide in trusting Christ as Savior and
Lord.” (More Than a Carpenter, page 40).
If you have ever questioned anything about
God, this book is for you. “More Than a Carpenter” by
Josh McDowell asks those difficult intellectual questions
about God and answers them calmly and thoroughly. This
book is a frank, to-the-point, scientific argument of who
exactly Jesus is and was. McDowell covers all aspects of
the various opinions of Jesus, from being the Son of God
and Savior to a mere man who was a complete fraud.
He challenges the reader as each chapter dives deeper
into Christ’s identity. He uses his own experiences to shed
light on other issues, like the differences between religion
and following Christ. Boldly, McDowell asserts that,
“Christianity is not a religion. Religion is humans trying
to work their ways to God through their good works.
Christianity is God coming to men and women through
Jesus Christ, offering them a relationship with himself.”
(Pg. 121-122) The book is a quick read but the impact will
stay with the reader for a long time. Christians and NonChristians will both enjoy this book and find themselves
discovering surprising answers to the question, was Jesus
”more than a carpenter?” –Jena Campion
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Mostly everything gets praised today. From
new and improved toothpaste to the next hi tech
wizardry from Apple. It’s always “the best thing ever”
and “we could never do without it.” Praise has become
very cheap. This makes it hard to understand what it
means when we talk about praising God. Most of the
time it sounds like God is a washed up prom queen
who didn’t get enough attention or an insecure guy at
the gym who needs a little encouragement. This is far
from reality.
God knows that without praise our lives are
incomplete. To enjoy something and not praise it leaves
a bad taste in our mouth. We know that something
is missing. So when it comes to God who is so big and
so huge and so great–praise is necessary. It is not that
He needs our praise. It is more that we need to praise
Him. The hunger for praise is embedded deep in our
hearts and if we do not satisfy this hunger we ache
for what is missing and we lack the full enjoyment that
God has to offer. Our experience of His goodness
must be consummated by praise or we really have not
experienced His goodness. This is what it means for
the Christian to praise God.

In fact, this is love for God: to keep
his commands. And his commands
are not burdensome, for everyone
born of God overcomes the world.
This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who
is it that overcomes the world? Only
the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God. –1 John 5:3-5 (NIV)
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SCREENING
THE
SCRIPTURES
An Interview with Matt Page of the
Bible Films Blog

Photo by mark sebastian | Flickr (CC)

KEVIN C. NEECE
Kevin C. Neece is a writer, speaker and
filmmaker in Fort Worth, Texas, where he lives
with his wife and son. He is also an adjunct
professor of Fine Arts and Developing a
Christian Mind at Dallas Baptist University. A
specialist in the history of Jesus films, Kevin
writes and speaks on a variety of topics,
including media and the arts, popular
culture and Christian cultural engagement.
For more about Kevin’s work or for booking
information, visit www.kevincneece.com.

B

IBLE FILMS HAVE BEEN AROUND SINCE

the earliest days of cinema and have grown more
complex and diverse with each passing decade. How can
they aid our reading of the Bible? In a visual age, can they
replace Bible reading altogether? I asked Bible films expert Matt
Page to help me sort it all out.
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

Plenty of us watch Jesus of Nazareth on TV around
Christmas or Easter. Untold throngs herded to the cineplex in 2004
to see The Passion of the Christ. Millions cannot think of Moses
parting the Red Sea without envisioning Charleton Heston in The
Ten Commandments. Bible films populate our imaginations with
moving images of Scriptural stories. They give us context – both
visual and dramatic – for the events that take place in the Bible. We
usually seem to view them as merely Sunday School on a screen.
But many see in them a deeper value.
I’m one of those people. Actually, I’m something of a Jesus
film geek. I’ve been studying, researching and writing about Jesus
films for nearly twenty years. I have a library of over seventy-five
Jesus films and even wrote my Master’s thesis on the history of the
genre. One person whose help and insights have been invaluable to
me in this quest is Matt Page. He lives in the UK, where he serves on
the staff of Open Heaven Church and is obsessed with the whole
spectrum of Bible films, not just the ones about Jesus.
Since 2006, Matt has written the Bible Films Blog, which
is an excellent, ongoing review and analysis of a wide variety of
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Biblical films. He also wrote and produced the Jesus Films Podcast,
which ran from 2006 to 2008 and is still available for listening on his
website. In addition to writing a course on Jesus in film and speaking
at the Greenbelt Festival about children and Bible stories, Matt was
interviewed for the Channel 4 documentary, The Passion: Films,
Faith and Fury on the history of Jesus films. He also contributes to
numerous blogs and online publications on the subject of Biblical
cinema.
So, when I set about the task of writing an article on Bible
films, Matt was the first person I thought of. He and I sat down
recently to have a talk across the pond (thank you, Skype!) about
why we love Bible movies, what they mean to our faith journey and
how they influence our relationship with the Scriptures.
KCN: How did you begin writing your blog?
MATT: I’d been studying Bible films and Jesus films perhaps for
about five or six years and was still interested in it after all that
time. I really just wanted to have a bit more presence on the web
and somewhere to be writing these things down. I was a part of the
Arts and Faith Discussion Forum, [but] I kind of felt [the blog] would
be a good thing to do and be a bit more
of a permanent record and be actually
building something. So, that’s what got me
into it, really, and I think I kind of thought
that after doing it for a few months or a
year, I would probably dry up. Whereas, as
I’ve been doing it more and more...it kind
of amazes me, really, that it’s still growing.
Once I got into it, I guess it’s a much bigger
area than I realized ten years ago, when I
had seen about five or six different Jesus
films and The Ten Commandments.

MATT: It’s all in my scope, but I guess I’m perhaps more drawn to
the Jesus films, partly because...the Gospels are my favourite part
of the Bible. That’s where we see God most fully. God’s ultimate
revelation of Himself is in Jesus. So, I think that’s what I feel most
interested in and most passionate about. But, recognizing that we
also learn about God through all the other stories in the Bible as
well, that’s why I have an interest in those.
KCN: What, to you, is the value of studying Biblical films?
MATT: I think there are four or five main areas that are valuable.
They almost go out like concentric circles. Quite often, when
people first watch a film about the Bible, they’re either looking
just to visualize the story or they’re looking for a kind of mental
checklist – to see whether a portrayal matches their own vision of
Jesus. So, there’s that first stage of just visualizing these stories that
we’re used to in red text. But, increasingly, we’re in a visual age and
people are much more used to processing information that way
than previous generations.
Then, I think there’s a second level of just enhancing our
understanding. So, it might just be something
as small as giving a better idea of what kind
of houses Jesus would have walked in or had
people lowered through the roofs of, or how
people dressed in those days. It’s filling in some
of the gaps that we don’t necessarily get from
the text, but we know from archaeology.
And then there’s a third area, which is
coming up with stuff that we ourselves wouldn’t
see, or that we have previously missed. I
remember watching the 1996 mini-series Moses
with Ben Kingsley in the title role. It [depicted]
Moses praying all night and the sea kind of
parted. It was very unlike the DeMille version
where it all just whooshed up straight away.
The implication in this film was it happened
overnight. And that kind of got me scratching
my head. I went back to Exodus. And actually, when you read
Exodus 14, that’s what it says. It says all night long, the Lord blew
and the sea went back. I’d always kind of skipped that, or always
seen that differently from how I’d read it. So, Bible films help us see
our blind spots, see the things we’ve missed.
The fourth thing is that they can challenge our
preconceptions. We come at the Bible with a whole lot of
preconceptions. It might be what Jesus looks like. We have no
idea about that, other than that he was from a certain time and a
certain place. We don’t even know whether he had a beard or not.
So, in a portrayal like Dennis Potter’s [1969 British television film]
Son of Man, his physical shape often shocks people, even though
[shorter, stocky actor Colin Blakely] is just as legitimate a shape as
if he was the kind of Robert Powell shape [from Jesus of Nazareth].
Essentially, what Bible films do is they allow us to step out of our
own views and our own preconceptions and look at the story

“We need to recognize
first and foremost that all
Bible films are imperfect,
but they can help us
understand the Bible
better and appreciate
things about the Bible we
didn’t appreciate before.”

KCN: I had a similar experience with Jesus
films. I started out thinking there were just
eight or ten and wanted to have them all
in my library. Now I have so many films in
my library and realize that I’m still scratching the surface. I can only
imagine how daunting a task it must be to do Bible films – which
are a much larger genre. Where do you draw the line?

MATT: I mainly focus on films that are in some way interpreting the
stories of the Bible – films that are trying to reproduce something
“as it really happened,” but also ones that try to kind of have a
more contemporary take on a story in the Bible. A Serious Man
from the Coen Brothers last year is probably getting toward the
edge because it’s a very, kind of non-literal thing, but there’s not
much on Job, so I’m happy to look at stuff like that.
KCN: For a while, you had the Jesus Films Podcast to deal with Jesus
films separately. They’re a subset of Bible movies, but they’re really
also their own genre. Are you drawn to one more than the other
or is it all in your scope?
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through someone else’s perspective. In doing that, it shines a light
into our blind spots. It helps us see where we bring things into our
reading of the Bible.
And then the last area is it can also help us make that
connection between theology in our head and our hearts and how
we work out, live out these things and experience transformation.
Walter Wink talks about the importance in Bible study of the
transformational aspect. Using a creative means to explore a kind
of intellectual text, in a sense, actually links both halves of the brain
and helps lead to transformation. It can bring a perspective that is
more personal.
KCN: What about the issue of idolatry – particularly with Jesus
films – the issue of a film creating an “idol”of a certain image?
MATT: I’m aware that it’s very easy to be dominated by one film.
So, if the first Jesus film they ever saw was The Passion of the
Christ, then a lot of people, when they think of Jesus, they’ll think
of Jim Caviezel. For my generation, growing up, that film was Jesus
of Nazareth and when you thought of Jesus, you thought that
he looked like Robert Powell. And actually, that can be a little bit
unhelpful because Jesus probably didn’t look like Robert Powell
or Jim Caviezel. But actually, by watching a lot of different Jesus
films, we kind of get beyond that one image having a dominant
or disproportionately large influence on how we see Jesus. More
importantly, viewing a variety of Bible films exposes us to a variety
of viewpoints and helps to counteract the idolatry of an idea or of a
single perspective.
KCN: You’ve talked a bit about our increasingly visual culture, which
the prevalence of Bible films reflects. How should Christians be
engaging that culture through visual media?
MATT: I think we need to recognize that, for over a thousand years,
the Church has been involved in teaching people how to read. So,
if you go back to the ancient Celtic era of British history, you find
that the places where people could read and write were in the
monasteries. That’s where people learned to do it. That’s where
those skills were passed on and English was growing. Even today
in parts of the developing world where schools are being set up,
a massive proportion of those are being set up by church-based
groups. But what has happened is that, in the last fifty years, a new
visual language has emerged. And I actually think the Church needs
to take seriously the challenge of teaching people how to read this
new visual language, how to read film. And how you do that is a bit
of a challenge.
KCN: And isn’t a part of that process of learning how to read films
also learning how to think critically about them? You and I know
there is often a large amount of things in Bible films that, if we were
using them to teach Biblical history, would have to be thrown out.
Filmmakers include a great deal of fiction. Aren’t there dangers in
getting our understanding of the Bible from these movies?
MATT: Fiction is usually necessary. It’s a film, not a text. Even if
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they use the Bible as a screenplay word for word, the filmmakers
still bring their own interpretations into play and that, in a way, is
fiction. There’s a key question in terms of whether this fiction is
consistent with the source material. Plus it’s worth thinking about
what ideas the fictional elements introduce into the movie.
Of course, some things we may think are fiction aren’t.
What I did with the Moses film was that I saw something that didn’t
seem quite right to me and so I went back and looked at the story
in the Bible. I don’t think Bible films can replace reading the Bible.
They’re an aid, something to help us process those things. We need
to recognize first and foremost that all Bible films are imperfect, but
they can help us understand the Bible better and appreciate things
about the Bible we didn’t appreciate before. So, don’t just watch the
film. Watch the film and then read the story, or read the story and
then watch the film. It’s a dialogue between text and cinema.
For more about Bible Films or Matt Page visit: The
Bible Films Blog at biblefilms.blogspot.com, Jesus Films Podcast at
jesusfilms.podbean.com, or the Arts and Faith Discussion Forum at
www.artsandfaith.com

Five Tips for
Viewing
Bible Films

tip

by Matt Page

1

Do it with friends. Not only is it more fun, it
gives you an opportunity to ask questions and
flesh out your own your thoughts.

2

Get prepared. Read the Bible story before,
after or during the film. See what you learn and
what differs from what’s written.

3

Be a critical viewer. Don’t just think about how
the screenwriter uses the text; think about how
the director uses the camera and sets up the
scene.

4

Focus on the positives. No film is perfect, so
focus on what helps you in your walk with God.

5

Read what others have written. See what
others have picked up that you might have
missed.
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Evangelism
People open up about their feelings towards the
commandment to evangelize.
by Kelli Ward

Photo by Ritz Nash | Flickr (CC)

H

OW DO REAL CHRISTIANS GO OUT THERE

and evangelize? This is a big part of the Christian faith, but
many (new believers and long-standing Christians alike)
find evangelism awkward or imposing. So what are all
of the creative, subtle, not-so-subtle, and/or interesting ways you
evangelize and share your faith? We polled several people across
the United States to hear what they had to say.

I don’t evangelize. Maybe it’s because I’m just starting to
learn the [Bible] myself, or maybe I’m just not confident enough
to do so because of a lack of biblical knowledge, or perhaps
I think a relationship between God and individual is personal
and not one to be imposed on others. Right now, I keep my
relationship with Him to myself. I do not try or want to impose
my beliefs, questions or otherwise about God on others.
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On the other hand, and for the first time in my
life, some friends and I are currently taking part in a church
“assignment” and we serve as accountability partners for each
other. In this process, I find myself openly discussing scripture
and how it effects me and what God is saying to me. So
perhaps this is God’s way of encouraging me to share my faith
and participate in His call to evangelize. Perhaps this is His way
of binding the spirit of fear I have about discussing the Bible.
Perhaps, without me even knowing, I am evangelizing. –Helena,
25, California
This is actually something I need to work on more in
my Christian life. As someone who is really trying to live out
the Christian life on a daily basis, this is always something that
comes up for me. I tend to think, if I share my faith, how others
will react towards me. Will they think I’m crazy? I mean I used
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to feel that way before I truly came into the Christian faith. For
me, I feel almost like it’s a bit awkward sometimes to share my
faith/beliefs with other non-believers, but I know this is what
Christ wants us to do. Recently, I invited friends to come to a
revival that took place a few weeks ago and I had a friend from
work come to my Church recently...wasn’t sure how this would
turn out especially since my Church is very intense compared to
other churches, but I was surprised to see how much he enjoyed
it. Little by little, I am trying to delve into evangelizing my faith
more with others without worrying about what other people
think. If I am to live and walk the Christian faith, it is my duty to
profess Jesus to others. I just want to be able to do it in a way
where it’s not so forceful to others, but in a more welcoming
way. So I try and share my faith by inviting people to my church
or events that are going on in my church, sharing Christian
articles with messages about faith and testifying to others about
the goodness of what God is doing in my own life. –Anonymous,
27, California
I don’t believe in a literal call to evangelize. I think it
is more important to show our Christian beliefs through our
actions, service to others and the way we treat people. This
belief has led me to my studies in social work. I find my public
service work here in New Orleans to be very rewarding, but
also an extension of my faith and Christian values – even
though I don’t verbalize that often. I think it is more important
to help people with their basic and emotional needs, than to
evangelize and push our beliefs onto others. Service work is
about the people you are helping and not about ourselves. I
am delighted when people ask me questions about faith and
spirituality because I think it is so important to our health,
mental health, personal development and world view. Faith and
spirituality can be powerful forces in healing, but I think these are
highly personal experiences that are different for each person.
If people ask, I tell people that I go to church and explain how
it helps me find meaning in life and keep my priorities straight,
but I never try to push my religion and faith onto someone else.
I think it is important to recognize that each person lives their
life with different values and it is important for us to connect
by respecting the values of others, without pushing our own.
Actions and public service are what we are called to do. –Piper
Griffin, 29, Louisiana
To be honest, I can’t say that I have evangelized. My
faith is something that is very important for me, but I have yet
to go and spread the word to non-believers. It is easy for me to
speak about it and for me to pass on emails to believers that
I know, but I haven’t reached out to those that are lost. I best
share my faith with my friends and family and that is through
discussions or attending services. With the pending arrival of a
newborn, I believe that will be my first step towards sharing the
Word with someone. –Anonymous, 27, California
I wouldn’t call myself necessarily evangelizing, but I
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show/share my faith in different ways. I always bow my head and
say a prayer before eating. Most people know what that is, and
they usually stop what they’re doing/saying and show respect.
I’ve only had a few people actually ask what I was doing at the
time. It sometimes reminds other Christians to show thanks, and
sometimes introduces others to the idea. –Lesli, 27, Virginia
Whenever something good happens to me and I want
to share it with those close to me (and sometimes complete
strangers are privy), I usually preface it with “God is good and
let me tell you why.” When someone is going through a storm
I try to always make it a point to tell them that regardless of
what advice or suggestions I or anyone else may have to give,
they need to take the problem to God and wait for an answer.
Regardless of the parable, movie moment, or sitcom scenario
I may use to compare to a particular situation, in an effort to
spread the gospel, I let the person know that God’s will prevails
despite our very human and flawed ways of thinking, processing,
and doing things. That usually will leave the conversation open
for me to tell how it is that God has worked in my life as well as
others. –A.Atkins, 28, Mississippi
I do not evangelize. I only speak about religion to
someone I know is a religious person. I do not press my ideas
or ideals on others and I avoid confrontation which frequently
happens if you are not speaking with someone else who attends
church or actively supports a faith. I do invite my son to attend
service sometimes; he attends infrequently when he is not
working. I invite my husband to attend on Father’s Day since he
does not believe in going to church other than for funerals and
an occasional wedding. I started to discuss religion one day with
a guy who I “assumed” attended (wrong on my part) and he
said he did not attend and wanted to know if that made him a
bad person. What was I supposed to say? To the greatest extent
possible, I mind my own business when it involves religion or
politics. –Marva Grovey, 21+, Texas
I hold my relationship with God so close to my chest. It’s
so personal and so private that when I hear people discussing
Him, or even people telling me that they love Jesus, that for
some reason I become jealous, almost like I’m a jealous girlfriend
or wife, like, “that’s my God!” This may also be because I am
married to Him in Spirit. I’ve been in prayer about letting my
love for Jesus become more vocal, not just around those who
know Him as well, but around everyone. This may be the first
step in my beginning to evangelize, but I also do believe that
a call to evangelism comes from God. Not everyone is meant
to evangelize, or teach in this capacity, but living a life in one
accord with Jesus is evangelism in itself. For example, my church
does not agree with homosexuality. This often makes me a little
uncomfortable when our Bishop makes such blanket statements
because I feel as though homosexuality is not wrong and when
we are standing in line in Heaven to meet our judgment, we
are standing by ourselves. No one is going to stand before God
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with us. So how can I tell someone who to marry, and have an
intimate relationship with? If I am called by God to evangelize
I will focus on how God is forgiving, how Jesus is the way, the
truth, and the life, and how everyone’s relationship with the Lord
differs, but the very belief in Jesus is a must. –Anonymous, 28,
California
The following scripture is the basis of my approach
to evangelism, “...let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5: 16) God has called each of us to reconcile the lost
back to Himself. Although our methods differ, our message
should be the same. God is Love & Gloriously Awesome! He
gave His life that we should have life more abundantly.
In every aspect of my life I purpose to show the love
of God to everyone that I come in contact with, whether
through pastorate at Agape Christian Center as I proclaim
God’s word, with my husband or through my TV ministry called
“Conversations with Marcia,” or my studies – while working on
my Doctor of Ministry degree. I evangelize through my lifestyle
and the love I have for our Lord oozes out. Although I have a
non threatening approach, most of the time, people have been
drawn to Christ by my uncompromising witness of His amazing
grace. –Pastor Marcia Theadford, Pennsylvania
I try to live my faith everyday in the way that I carry
myself. I do not vocally evangelize. I do, however, talk with
people, and let them know what I think and feel if I am asked
questions but I don’t purposely go out speaking to people about
God and what He’s done for me. I probably need to and after
writing this down and thinking about it maybe it’s something I
should initiate. –Anonymous, Oregon
I am a member of a church with a really great teaching
ministry. When you join the church they take you through a
16-week intensive discipleship program that teaches you basic
biblical principles and principles of effective soul-winning. We also
have soul-winning opportunities throughout the week where we
go as a team and witness to others...this gives you a chance to
learn firsthand from more seasoned Christians. –Crystal Deas,
Georgia
What about you? Where do you stand on evangelism?
Have you found creative ways to share with others about your
relationship with God? If so, we would love to hear about it. Post
your thoughts on the forum located on our website.
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Christian reggae
A Brief Conversation with a Modern-Day Legend
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ITH CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC

having only been around for the last three decades, it’s
no surprise that the mass majority of people, Christians
included, are unaware of what exists in the Christian
music industry. Unbeknownst to many, smaller, harder to find
genres have crept into the Christian music scene and flourished.
One such genre is Reggae. Many might accidentally stumble upon
it as word of mouth spreads, or at a Christian music festival while
checking out new artists, but the era of Christian Reggae has
begun, and it is only getting bigger.
One of the biggest names at the forefront of this
movement is Dominic Balli (Dom-uh-nick Bally). Many consider him
to be the father of this movement, even more so now that he is
doing what no one else is in terms of musical relevance and content.
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Recently I had the honor to sit down with the heavy hitter and
discuss reggae music, its influence, and his new upcoming album.
NEW IDENTITY MAGAZINE (NIM):
How old were you when you got into Reggae, and at what point
were you called into the roll of making reggae for the Lord?
DOMINIC BALLI (DB):
When I was eight years old I heard the first thing that had a reggae
vibe, it was a song called “Informer” by a guy named Snow, and it
was a huge song back in the day. I didn’t know what he was singing
with an accent, I didn’t know what the music was called, I just knew
that I loved it and reached down into my soul. I just came from
a very white, very American family, my mom was a singer/song
writer yet I didn’t have any soul or rhythm whatsoever. No one
in my family was into reggae. Through a series of events I started
playing music. Actually most of my life I was totally tone-deaf and
had no sense of rhythm, couldn’t even tap my foot to a beat until I
came to the Lord when I was sixteen. I started to sing songs that
gave glory to the Lord and all of a sudden through my songs God
like healed my ears and I could hear for the first time in my life that
I was singing off pitch. As soon as I started trying to write songs,
what came out was reggae and ska as well. In the mid-90’s when
I started to write stuff, ska was a big deal then, so when I started
writing that’s kind of just what came out. Then the ska phase
kind of went away, I was just left with
reggae.

DB:
Let me preface this answer by saying that I have only bought one
record in the last six years. Maybe two or three single songs from
iTunes in the last six years. Not because I’m a snob and I only listen
to my own music, but because when I’m in the car I usually just chill,
be still and quiet. I can’t work with music in the background, so
there’s honestly not a lot of opportunities to listen to music because
I’m also trying to write my own stuff. I don’t really have time, which
isn’t normal for the average musician... I still love Matisyahu, Lauren
Hill has been a huge musical influence, Bob Marley, Damien Marley,
and Jon Foreman from Switchfoot.
NIM:
What is one of the most profound ways you’ve seen in your music
having an effect on others?
DB:
The way that God has allowed me to write songs that are accepted
and welcomed by non-believers as well as believers. I know so
many non-believers that have just loved the “Public Announcement”
album. Because of that non-believers who would never listen to
a TobyMac record or Jeremy Camp record are listening to this
record and are coming into an encounter with the Gospel and the
Truth. More often then not, I also hear of backslidden Christians
who wouldn’t pick up a record like that either or wouldn’t want
to go back to church or hang out
with Christians but get my album put
into their hands and I hear a lot of
stories whether it’s a message through
Facebook or a message on MySpace
or from a third party that the album
is being used to just bring them to the
Lord and be planting seeds of Truth
again in their heart. I heard from a kid
that told me he hadn’t read the Word
in ten years and he’d totally lost his
way from the Lord and someone gave him my album and got him
back into the Word and back into the Lord, thanking me. From
Christians, they really feel like this album is a tool to plant truth in
the hearts of unsaved friends and family, and that they’ll actually
listen to it because it’s not so overtly cheesy or churchy. But it’s
still close enough in truth, and hopefully enough that it’s causing
them to hear the truth and for truth to get in. I think the biggest
thing though is that when you talk to non-believers or believers it’s
affecting people. I got a message from a missionary in the mission
field talking about how much I had been an influence to her and her
other missionaries, and that was just a huge blessing to me also. I
hear stories like that from fans all of the time.

“I try not to fit in a little
Christian bubble.”

I also grew up listening to rock bands
like Green Day, Pearl Jam, Counting
Crows, and Sublime and so I had rock
influences as well. At that point I was
listening to a lot of Ska like Reel Big
Fish, and even some Christian bands
like Five Iron Frenzy and The O.C.
Supertones. But I never just decided to
be a reggae songwriter, that’s just what came out and later I think
it was just the divine thing that the Lord did because I have a real
heart for the mainstream. From my standpoint I never say that I
play Christian Reggae or Gospel Reggae, to me those words define
who I am as a person and what Christ has done in my heart and
my life, but it doesn’t define a genre of music. I just have a hard time
with musical styles being defined by their lyrical content. So when
people ask what kind of music I play, I say ,”‘Cali-Rock-Reggae’ is
what I call it.” That’s just what comes out, I never try. I have a heart
for mainstream and so I try not to fit in a little Christian bubble but
God has given me something so divine to write in reggae, because
in reggae music, it’s so much more accepted it seems to write
“spiritual” things that I would never be able to get away with in
another secular genre than I could in reggae.
NIM:
What are the musical influences that you most draw from for your
own music?
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NIM:
Do you have a new album coming out soon?
DB:
Yeah, it should be out around January or February. I will tell you
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“Christians really feel like
this album is a tool to plant
truth in the hearts of unsaved
friends and family, and that
they’ll actually listen to it
because it’s not so overtly
cheesy or churchy.”
that it’s still Dominic Balli, by the way, because everybody screws it
up, my name is pronounced “Dom-uh-Nick” not “Dom-uh-Neek”
and my last name is pronounced “Bally” not “Ball-E”. It’s definitely
still Cali-Rock-Reggae, but it’s definitely got a little bit more pop
elements to it, at the same time there’s more reggae than anything
I’ve ever written. So we kind of pushed limits on both sides, on the
reggae side we went deeper and on the pop commercial side we
ran further. There is some stuff on there that is a little reminiscent
of No Doubt and then other songs that are more rootsy reggae.
There’s also a little bit of a more hip-hop element on this record. As
well, there will be two love songs on this record that I wrote for my
wife.
NIM:
Can you walk us through the process of how you’d get a song? Is it
always a different process for each song? Or does the music come
first, words follow or you’ll get lines and then put music to them?
What does that look like?
DB:
Yeah, it is a different process every time. There’s a song on the
record called American Dream. That song was straight up written
with a theme in mind. I sat down and said I need to write a song
about the American dream and how it’s jacked my life, so I sat
down and just started singing the melody and then put the lyrics to
it. Other times, like these love songs, I’ll be in the car just singing a
melody and love it, and put a lyric to it. There’s one album on the
record, that doesn’t have a name yet, but it’s just the “rootsiest”
reggae song on the record and on that one I was like I want to
write something just rootsy, so I sat down and from drums to bass
to guitar to keys, laid down the rootsiest song for the record. I
asked myself what does this song sound like, what do I want to say
and I wrote half the lyrics. So it kind of happens differently every
time.

Who are you in Christ?
WRITE,
PHOTOGRAPH OR
ILLUSTRATE FOR US
FIND THE WRITER’S GUIDELINES AT
www.newidentitymagazine.com

You can find music and information on Dominic Balli on
iTunes and at www.dominicballi.com
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KEVIN C. NEECE
Kevin C. Neece is a writer, speaker and
filmmaker in Fort Worth, Texas, where he lives
with his wife and son. He is also an adjunct
professor of Fine Arts and Developing a
Christian Mind at Dallas Baptist University. A
specialist in the history of Jesus films, Kevin
writes and speaks on a variety of topics,
including media and the arts, popular
culture and Christian cultural engagement.
For more about Kevin’s work or for booking
information, visit www.kevincneece.com.

The Space Between
Seeking the Sacred Between the Pages of Pop Culture

“Failing the Sacred/Secular Test”

I

HATE PERSONALITY TESTS.

I resent selecting answers when I know the questions are
trying to categorize me as a person – especially when my
real answer could be any of the available options at any given
time, or another one altogether. I’m insulted by the idea that
someone thinks I can be “figured out” by a piece of paper. I despise
the thought of being arbitrarily declared “Sanguine” or “INTJ” or
worse, “Orange.” It’s even more maddening when people behave
as though this artificial category now somehow defines me. Who
knew the doorway to understanding
yourself was a Number 2 pencil?
I’m supposed to come away
from a personality test feeling enlightened,
like I’ve just learned the key to unlocking
the real truth about myself and why I
am the way I am. I’m supposed to finally
understand myself. Of course, all I’ve
really learned is what I already knew:
Few things irritate me as much as when
someone thinks they can test me, tag me
and therefore know who I am. I don’t
believe all people fit into one of four or five
categories.
But Christians are sometimes even
worse than personality tests. Often, for
us, only two categories seem to matter –
“Christian” and “non-Christian.” We often
seem to see the world and everyone in it
as “with us” or “against us” (or “not with
us yet”). This is problematic on many levels
and expresses itself most commonly in the
way we view media, the arts and popular
culture. We tend to see two categories:

“Sacred” and “Secular.”
Our culture understands, defines and expresses itself at
the popular level. If we don’t understand popular culture, we don’t
understand our culture. It’s a dynamic, diverse landscape of ideas.
Yet, books, music, movies, comics and video games – the fabric of
our culture – are all supposed to fit easily on one of two aisles in
the Christian cultural grocery store. But the media and arts we
encounter, like the artists who create them, are often not so easy to
pin down.
This artificial contrast is most clearly evident in the realm
of popular music. Many Christians will supposedly only listen to
“Christian” music. But what is Christian music? It seems a simple
enough question. There are Christian stores and record labels.
Always give them your business and you can rest assured that
you’re buying “Christian” music that is centered around the gospel
and always speaks the truth. Right?
But, what about when a Christian musician writes a song
that is just about everyday life and doesn’t mention God or Jesus
or the Bible or anything remotely religious?
Is that song “less Christian” than others? Is
the musician? What if he or she records a
song that expresses questionable theology?
Worse, what if a Christian artist covers a
song by a “secular” artist?
Music by U2, Collective Soul, Peter
Gabriel, Bob Dylan and other supposedly
secular artists would never be called
Christian music. But, when Christian
bands record songs by these artists, they
get heavy rotation on my local Christian
radio station. So, what’s the difference in
listening to one version over the other?
Do I categorize music as either Christian
or secular by lyrical content, musical style,
record label, the other songs on the album,
the faith of the recording artist, or the faith
of the songwriter?
The simple answer is that I don’t. The
reason “secular” songs end up on my
Christian radio station is that a song’s
placement in the Christian or secular camp

“How do we have
a full, robust
experience of media,
the arts and popular
culture when so
many things around
us are built to
encourage blind
dualism?”
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is not determined by anything other than who it is sold to and
through. It’s a marketing distinction. But art is the expression and
representation of artists and artists are people. Like most people,
they don’t neatly fit into the categories defined by personality tests
and our little “sacred/secular” personality test is far too simplistic.
The question to ask about a song, book or movie isn’t,
“Is this a Christian work?” or, “Is this artist a Christian?” but
rather, “How do I understand and relate to this work through the
framework of my Christian world view?” The question of a work
of art being sacred or secular assumes that I have a passive role in
my existence and will be shaped and defined by the pre-determined
categories into which I place everything (and everyone) I encounter.
In other words, depending on categories of “sacred” and “secular”
tends to essentially switch off our more discerning decision-making
processes and cause us to uncritically accept or reject things and
people.
The art and media we interact with has a profound effect
on us. It helps to shape our worldview – the things we assume to
be true and the values we hold that affect how we view everything
and make our decisions. So, do we simply view and listen to things
and passively allow them to have an effect, often without our
knowledge or awareness? Or do we thoughtfully engage media
and the arts and actively choose to accept or reject the ideas we
encounter therein?
Our task as Christians is the sacred work of deeply
engaging in our lives and the world in which we live. We do this by
developing a thoughtful, informed perspective that uses the lens
of Scripture and theology to both perceive and respond to all that
we encounter. This is not a simple task. It’s challenging and exciting
and if we aren’t doing it, we’re missing out. But how do we do it? So
much of Christian culture is built on our unquestioning acceptance
of everything in one category and rejection of everything in
another. How do we have a full, robust experience of media, the
arts and popular culture when so many things around us are built
to encourage blind dualism?
It starts by refusing to evaluate things at face value, by
throwing away the sacred/secular personality test. God has all
sorts of things to show us in all kinds of places. If you think He’s only
talking on Christian record labels and radio stations, you’re missing
a big chunk of the conversation. When we limit ourselves to thinking
we can only encounter God in certain places, we limit our view of
God Himself and ask Him to be smaller and less powerful than He
really is.

“God has all
sorts of things
to show us in all
kinds of places.
If you think He’s
only talking on
Christian record
labels and radio
stations, you’re
missing a big
chunk of the
conversation.”

So, my goal with this column is to give you perspectives
to inform your journey through the space between – the space
between categories, the space between artist and audience, the
space between perception and interpretation. Through discussions
of films, music and other pop culture fare, along with interviews with
artists who live and work outside the confines of the sacred/secular
divide, I’ll share my process and thoughts as I move through the
artistic landscape, past and present. I hope you’ll join me. Number 2
pencils not required.
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A Cloud
Descends
in China

Brother Yun – a revolutionary missionary.
by M. Chitra

Photo by MikeBehnken | Flickr (CC)
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L

IU ZHENYING WAS SIXTEEN WHEN HIS

father received a death sentence.
What started out as a severe form of asthma had
developed into lung cancer, which then spread into the
stomach and made it difficult for Liu’s father to even breathe. The
doctor who had diagnosed him had given up, and the family was
not wealthy enough to afford better treatment. Liu’s father spent
day after day lying helplessly on the bed.
In the midst of this affliction, Liu’s exasperated mother
thought to commit suicide. One night after all her children went to
bed, she took a rope and began hanging it on the ceiling. But before
she could do something she might later regret, she heard the voice
of the Holy Spirit calling her, “Come back home. Come back home.
Jesus loves you.”
Liu’s mother, who had heard of Jesus about twenty years
earlier but who never quite became a Christian, dropped to her
knees and began to pray. She then woke her children up and
encouraged them to do the same. A week later, Liu’s father found
himself able to get out of bed and resume his work as a farmer.
Even the neighbors were amazed that they begged Liu’s mother for
more stories about Jesus.
All this took place during the Cultural Revolution, a
period in China during which religion was actively being eliminated.
Christianity had arrived in this country more than a century earlier
and was considerably well-received—churches were built, Chinese
translations of the Bible were produced, and a decent number of
converters turned up. When the Communist leader, Mao Zedong,
took over, however, all that began to change.

Extreme Persecution
Mao believed that the existence of religion ran directly
against the principles of communism and tried to discourage it. The
majority of European missionaries were forced to flee the country,
but a Christian organization that swore loyalty to the Republic
of China was allowed to continue its operation. It wasn’t until
the Cultural Revolution did Mao decided to take more extreme
measures.
For about ten years, Mao’s faithful supporters—consisting
of mostly young, idealistic college students who had always known
Mao to be their leader—targeted anyone who was thought to be

an elitist or harbor a dislike for Mao’s leadership. Christians were
among the main suspects and they were regularly persecuted.
These students also were not afraid to brutally execute well-known
Christian leaders in public.
Living in Henan, a province of China that had never been
particularly attracted to Christianity, Liu himself wasn’t familiar with
Jesus. It was only after he saw the miracle that Jesus performed
on his father that he began wanting to learn more. After telling a
pastor about his wish for a Bible and receiving it, Liu began to read
page after page. Although he had limited education and was barely
literate, he was able to finish the whole book.

The Cloud Is Born
Soon after, Liu felt that he was called by God to spread
the good news of the Bible. Despite his own mother’s disapproval,
he left home and traveled around China. Liu then went by the
name Brother Yun, which in Chinese means “cloud.” This name was
inspired by a phrase in the Bible in the book of Hebrews. Today, that
is the name he is known by most people, both in Chinese and in
English.
By the time Brother Yun started his ministry, the Cultural
Revolution had ended and the persecution of Christians became
sporadic. Brother Yun, unfortunately, still ended up being arrested
several times. In one of his more memorable escape stories, in a
style reminiscent of Peter’s in the book of Acts, he managed to
escape simply by walking out of the prison miraculously unseen by
the guards.
Eventually, Brother Yun took asylum in Germany in 2001
along with his wife, who was also a Christian. He then began to
collaborate with a Christian writer named Paul Hattaway, and
the two of them published The Heavenly Man, which depicts Yun’s
life as a Christian in China. The book received the Christian Book
of the Year award in 2003, and Brother Yun has since become
a phenomenon among Christian evangelists in English-speaking
countries.
Brother Yun has also been invited to countless events
to talk about his experience and to preach the Gospel, and he
is currently the most vocal proponent of the Back to Jerusalem
Movement. Despite criticism about his origin and his credibility,
Brother Yun has continued his work as a missionary and remained
faithful to the call he first received when he was sixteen.

“I had a deeper understanding that no matter what situation would come my way, I
would be in the hands of the Lord, and he would rescue me.
I felt ashamed and guilty for how I’d complained to the Lord, but he was patient
and loving to me, not treating me as I deserved, but gently helping me like an eagle
tending her baby chicks.”
— Brother Yun (The Heavenly Man: The Remarkable
True Story of Chinese Christian Brother Yun)
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AROUND THE
WORLD SERIES:
From Spicy to Sweet
Six Unforgettable Plantain Dishes
Photo by cinnachick | Flickr (CC)
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every table. You can’t help but feel that you walked into someone’s
personal kitchen when you see the TV switch on to the soccer
channel and the pictures of camponês hung on the wall.
Once you taste the superbly cooked side dish of plantains, the
reason for your visit becomes apparent. Café Brasil’s plantains come
as a side to any entrée and as a separate dish. They are cut into
large oblong chunks and fried until the outsides are a dark brown.
What I like best about this dish is that the plantains are crispy on
the outside, but soft and juicy on the inside. How do they do that?

JERINE GRIFFITH
Jerine Griffith lives in Los Angeles with her
husband and cat. She has a Ph.D. in clinical
psychology and loves good food and
traveling.

10831 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA. 90034
www.cafe-brasil.com

H

AVE YOU EVER LOVED SOMETHING SO

much that it has become part of your life’s work to find
the best of it in the whole world? Whether it is espresso,
chocolate, wine, or pastry, you crown yourself the Official
Connoisseur and insist that wherever you travel you must taste test
the region’s favorites. You drag your friends from hole in the walls
to five star establishments until you are convinced that you have
found the world’s best of whatever it is that obsesses you. For me,
it’s plantains.
Ever since I can remember, I have been in search of the
tastiest dish of plantains. Growing up in a West Indian household
meant that I had access to plantains at home and at family
gatherings. My mom’s plantains were the best, but Aunt Claudia’s
came in a close second with their sweet, juicy flavor. Moving away
from home meant I was on my own to find well-cooked runneruppers. In my travels over the years, I have tasted many a plantain.
From West Africa to the Caribbean, plantains can be found
as a side dish or a dessert. I learned that cultures differ in when they
choose to cook the plantain – whether to wait until it’s so ripe that
it’s black (my favorite) or to consume it when it’s still green. Cultures
also differ how they cook the plantain. Cubans fried it longer than
Nicaraguans until it’s almost a crisp chip. Some Brazilians might add
sugar to it to enhance its sweetness. And bicultural American/West
Indians, like me, add ketchup to the dish!
As an official self-designated Plantain Connoisseur, I have
recently narrowed down my list of “World’s Most Unforgettable
Plantains” and I humbly share the results with you. If you get the
opportunity to visit any of the restaurants listed below, think of
me as you indulge in what might be one of the most memorable
experiences of your life!

1. Café Brasil
When you first drive up to Café Brasil, you might say to
yourself, “Are you serious?!” but once you find a spot in the tiny
parking lot behind the restaurant and walk into the open-air dining
room, you will forget any reservations you might have initially had.
The decor resembles a home in the Brazilian country-side with
its mix-match chair covers and baskets filled with fresh fruit on
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

2. Katracho
Plantains – Honduran style. Need I say more? Well I will
say more if only to remind myself of how incredibly tasty these
treats were when I happened upon Katracho in a state of extreme
hunger. In the northern part of Los Angeles, California, commonly
referred to as the Valley, I found Katracho, an authentic family
restaurant. The plantains are cut into perfectly round chips and with
Honduran-precision they are baked until they are close to crispy.
The wonderfulness of these chips is that they are taken from the
oven just in time to keep their sweetness and delicacy.
14838 Burbank Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA. 91411
www.elkatrachorestaurant.com

3. Pampas Grill
Pampas Grill in Los Angeles serves sugarized plantains.
I’m not certain that sugarized is a word in the English language,
but if not it should be because it perfectly describes the plantains
at this Brazilian buffet-style restaurant. The grandfather-size pieces
of plantains are soaked in sugar and then gently charred. A small
serving is enough to fill you with delight. These lightly-candied
plantains offer a unique mix of dulcet flavor and freshness; it’s an
unforgettable dish that only Pampas Grill has mastered.
3857 Overland Ave.
Culver City, CA.
www.pampas-grill.com

4. El Castillo de Jagua
If you like Dominican Cuisine then you must visit El
Castillo de Jagua. Alongside the renowned roasted chicken are
fried plantains that are reason enough to travel to New York
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City. Nestled on the Lower East Side, this Dominican eatery
offers authentic-style plantains. The Dominicans serve plantains
two ways—mashed or deep-fried. Mangu, the mashed version, is
seasoned with onions and served with eggs for breakfast. Tostones
are made from green plantains that are deep fried then flattened.
It’s like a plantain pancake! El Castillo de Jagua offer both varieties
and have become one of the more well-known local establishments
for their Dominican dishes.
113 Rivington St
New York, NY 10002

5. Ghana-Kelewele.
Fried plantains served hot off the grill and then wrapped in
newspaper is the popular fast food snack on the streets of Ghana.
The dish, called Kelewele, is prepared on small grills set up by local
men and women on the corner of busy streets. These entrepreneurs
fry up plantains as you wait. They douse the plantains with fresh
ginger, cloves, and chili which give the dish a unique spicy taste.
Imagine biting into this combination of flavors. And the fact that
your Kelewele is served to-go makes it all the more delicious as you
continue your tour of the city.

Fair

6. Madre Tierra Restaurante
For those of you who have a taste for fine dining, plantains
are served exquisitely at Madre Tierra Restaurante in San Juan
Puerto Rico. A more up-scale establishment, the plantains here are
lightly fired and served with shrimp, chicken or steak. They offer
a Puerto Rican classic – plantain mofongo. Mofongo is a dish of
mashed plantains heavy on the garlic. In the tradition of fine dining,
Madre Tierra stylizes their dishes and gives birth to new creations.
Madre Tierra Restaurante
Carr. #3 KM 26.7
Rio Grande, Puerto Rico

Photo by withonef | Flickr (CC)
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MATTHEW HAMILTON
Matthew Hamilton is a published
photographer and writer that lives with his
wife, two cats and a dog in Wilmington,
Delaware. He has written articles for New
Identity and the pop culture blog The Critical
Masses at criticalmassesmedia.com. You can
also check out his personal blogs Black and
White in Color and Five Questions Blog at
blogger.com.

W

Trade
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ITH THE GIVING SEASONS OF THE

holidays arriving soon, we have an opportunity to take
a moment to consider others. This, of course, means
thinking of our friends’ and family’s likes and dislikes,
such as someone’s favorite author or favorite color for a sweater.
Recently, there has been a movement afoot to take more into
consideration; not just the receiver of the gift but the source of the
gift as well.
The fair trade movement is often grouped in with
other conscientious consumption terms such as organic and
environmentally friendly. These terms can often be vague or even
misleading, but the concept of fair trade is remarkably simple. It
is the idea that the manufacturing, distribution and purchasing is
made with the explicit effort of fair equity for all involved. In simpler
terms, everyone, from the suppliers to the makers to the stores gets
their fair share. To us, the consumers, it means a few things. First, for
the most part, manufactured products, such as clothing and home
goods, are usually handmade. This usually means a limited quantity
and therefore a higher price. But this also provides a product that is
of high quality and is often unique as both a household item and as
a work of art.
The fair trade designation can also be applied to certain
foods as well, such as coffee, tea, spices and chocolate. One
indicator to help identify products that are fair trade is to look
for the Fair Trade Certified label. This certification is provided by
TransFair USA, an organization that identifies food items that are
produced by the strict international Fair Trade standards.
I recently stopped at a local branch of a fair trade chain
called Ten Thousand Villages to get an idea of the types of products
that are considered fair trade. With over 150 branches throughout
the United States, it provides many opportunities for Americans to
bring a little bit of the global perspective home. In one location you
can purchase a table lamp made in Vietnam, a hand painted nativity
set from Guatemala or a wall hanging made from recycled saris
from India. All of these products help to provide an actual livelihood
to individuals who would normally have few viable choices for
income.
October 2010 was Fair Trade Month with the theme “Every
Purchase Matters” bringing attention to the impact that a purchase
can make–from empowering farmers, to producing sustainable
products in an environmentally responsible way. Purchasing a
fair trade product helps others to make a better living, as well as
provide greater purpose for the consumer.
Winter 2010/11			
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DIFFERENT TYPES
OF FAIR TRADE
PRODUCTS
We all know of someone who is hard to
shop for, especially the person who seems to have
everything. If gift certificates seem impersonal and you
don’t have the time to make something homemade,
there is another option: Fair Trade products.
Fair trade products are unique because they
are often handmade products made by workers from
all over the world and made with local materials. It
could be a tote bag made from natural leaf fibers
in Uganda or a pair of chandelier earrings made by
a jeweler in Bali. If you are looking for a store that
carries Fair Trade goods, a useful resource is the Fair
Trade Retail Locator at www.greenamericatoday.org/
proGrams/fairtrade/products/wheretobuy.cfm. This
directory lists stores where you can purchase all kinds of
products from coffee to hand towels.
Here are a few selections that give you an idea
of what Fair Trade products have to offer. –Matthew
Hamilton

2

For the chef on your list, try this Adinkra
Wood bowl from Twohandsworldshop.com. These
bowls are hand-crafted in Ghana and come in two
sizes, 8 or 11 inches in diameter.

3

1 For the toddler on your list, they will

And for the for the friends that are always
on the go, give them a colorful upgrade from the
drab, monotone computer bag with this handmade
Fish Messenger Bag from Ten Thousand Villages. Made
from recycled fish feed bags, these are made by
Rehab Craft Cambodia, a collective of artisans with
disabilities.

love the Organic Cotton Veggie Toys Set from
Globalexchangestore.org. These plush vegetables are
made from Egyptian Cotton and made in Egypt and
are Organic to boot.
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Delectable Holiday Desserts
from Around the World

B

EING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

can mean and involve many things for
many people. Tree trimming, making gifts,
sharing laughter with family – and baking
cookies and cakes. Around the world families make
special treats around this time of year to celebrate
Christmas. Growing up, my Mom would make a
variety of cookies that we would give away as gifts
to neighbors and friends. Here are some great
recipes of global Christmas desserts to try and
even share with others in the holiday spirit. (If you
first don’t eat them all yourself, of course.) –Cailin
Henson

Photos by Ann@74 | Flickr (CC)
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Norwegian Nougat Cake
This wonderful cake is easy to make and totally
delicious.
Ingredients:
1 1/4 cups ground almonds
2 1/2 cups powdered sugar
6 large egg whites
4 Tbs butter
1/4 cup unsweetened baking chocolate, chopped
2 Tbs strong black coffee
2 large egg yolks
2 Tbs toasted shredded almonds for decoration
Directions:
Sift ground almonds and 2 cups of the powdered
sugar in a large mixing bowl. Whisk the egg whites
until stiff with a standing mixer or beater. Stir a
quarter of the egg whites into the almond and sugar
mixture, then gently fold in the rest.
Pour the mixture into a greased 9-inch round
cake pan or spring form pan and bake at 350° for
approximately 45 minutes. Allow the cake to cool,
then gently place onto a platter.
Meanwhile, cream together the butter and the
remaining sugar to make the icing. Make sure it is
thick and a creamy pale yellow.
Melt the chocolate with the coffee in a double boiler
or bowl over a pan of hot water. Take the bowl or
pan off of the heat and put it in the refrigerator for
about 10 minutes. Next, beat the egg yolks into the
butter and sugar mix until it turns pale and creamy,
then add the chilled chocolate and coffee mixture and
beat until smooth.
When the cake is completely cool, decorate with icing
with either an icing bag or by spreading evenly. Finish
it off with a sprinkling of toasted almonds.
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German Gingerbread
(Lebkuchen)

Japanese Christmas Sponge
Cake

Ingredients:

Ingredients:

3 cups flour
1 1/4 tsp ground nutmeg
1 1/4 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp ground cloves
1/2 tsp ground allspice
1 large egg
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 cup honey
1 cup dark molasses
1/2 cup slivered almonds
1/2 cup mixed chopped candied fruits

3/4 cup all purpose flour
2/3 cup sugar
1 Tbs milk
3 large eggs
1 1/2 Tbsp butter
Topping:
1 1/2 cups heavy cream
4 Tbsp sugar
(Or store bought whipped cream)
Fresh fruit of your choice (preferably in season)
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350°. Whisk eggs well in a large
bowl. Place bowl over a larger bowl of hot water
and keep whisking while you add the sugar a little
at a time. When the mixture becomes a very pale
yellow, slowly stir in flour into the bowl and mix
gently.

Glaze:
1 large egg while, slightly beaten
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1/2 tsp finely shredded lemon peel
1 Tbsp lemon juice
A dash of salt
Directions:
Mix together flour and spices. In a separate bowl
beat the egg and add the brown sugar. Beat until
fluffy. Stir in honey and molasses and mix well. Add
flour/spice mixture into the wet ingredients. Gently
stir in nuts and fruits. Place in the refrigerator and let
dough set overnight.
Next roll out the chilled dough on a well floured
surface into a 12 inch square. Cut the dough into 2
inch squares or use a cookie cutter to create shapes.
Place 2 inches apart on a greased cookie sheet and
bake at 375° for 12 to 14 minutes. Let cool 2 to 3
minutes before moving to a wire cooling rack.
While your gingerbread is baking, make the lemon
glaze. Mix all glaze ingredients into a bowl. Once out
of the oven, while the gingerbread is still warm, brush
glaze onto the top.
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In a separate smaller bowl, melt butter and mix
in the milk. Add this mixture into the egg mixture
and stir gently. Line an 8-inch round cake pan with
parchment paper. Pour the cake batter into the
pan and bake for 25 to 35 minutes. Remove and
let cool completely.
While the cake is cooling, whip the heavy cream
and sugar in a bowl with a mixer or beater.
Divide the whipped cream in half and add
chopped fresh fruit to one half. Cut the sponge
cake in half horizontally and spread the fruit and
cream mixture on top of one of the halves, placing
the other half on top, like a sandwich. Spread the
fruitless whipped cream on top and around the
cake. Decorate the top of the cake with additional
sliced fresh fruit of your choice. Serve and enjoy.
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Exploring The Origins Of The Bible
Delving Deeper Into The Meaning Of The Old Testament.

Photo by Ian Levack | Flickr (CC)
Original Artwork by Wayne Martin Belger

ERICA MONGÉ-GREER

Why do we call it the Old Testament?

Erica Mongé-Greer is a graduate of
Fuller Theological Seminary with a MA in
Biblical Studies and Ancient Near Eastern
Language and Literature. She teaches at
Vanguard University and Life Pacific College,
while writing occasionally for freelance
publication. Erica lives in Pasadena with her
husband, Joshua, and two children: Caleb
and Emma.

T

HE OLD TESTAMENT IS A COLLECTION OF

stories that make up an historic record. It is so named
as the portion of Christian scripture that existed as a
testimony, or testament, of God before Christ came,
whose story is declared in the New Testament. The large grouping
of ancient literature that makes up the Old Testament is a collection
of historical records, wisdom writings, poetry and perspectives of
various individuals who followed God.
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While the Christian Bible labels Genesis through Malachi
the Old Testament, these same books are categorized differently
by other religious groups. For example, Jews also use many of the
same writings as Christians, and they are called something else.
The Jewish Bible is called the the The Tanakh, another name for the
Hebrew texts. The first five books of the Jewish Bible are called The
Pentateuch, meaning “the five” or The Torah, meaning “the law”.
The next group is called The Nevi’im, meaning “the prophets”. And
the third group is called The Ketuvim, meaning “the writings”. The
Christian Old Testament is divided into similar categories. The first
is Pentateuch. The second is Historical books, the third is Writings
and the fourth is Prophets. And, of course, the Christian Bible does
not end the same way as its Hebrew counterpart; instead, the Old
Testament becomes a precursor to the New Testament. Because of
this, the way Christians view the Old Testament is different than the
perspective of the Old Testament writers themselves, who had no
knowledge of such a thing as a canonical text, neither Old nor New
Testaments. They only had the stories of the God they worshipped.
The same God Christians know and accept as Creator, Lord and
Savior.
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The promises of God in
the Old Testament

God’s test of obedience

Christians view the promises made by God (or Yahweh)
to the ancient Israelites, who inhabited the regions of ancient Israel,
as a promise to us, through Jesus Christ. This is because Christians
are familiar with the teachings of the apostle Paul and the theology
of redemption found in the New
Testament. There are many stories
in the Old Testament that reveal an
attitude of God to love all creation,
and extend his promises to all who
would accept. But, it wasn’t until Jesus
Christ came that a clear way was
presented. Even though the message
of God’s love for all creation, for all
people, is demonstrated throughout
the Old Testament, it is not until the
writings of the New Testament that
most people recognize the way of
God as revealed clearly through Jesus
Christ. But, still, in the Old Testament,
there are several stories of individuals
who were not of Hebrew descent
who were obedient still to Yahweh,
and because of their obedience, they
became followers of Yahweh and
chosen also, under the promises of God. Likewise, there were those
who chose disobedience and fell outside of God’s promises.

The Old Testament, through a Christian lens is not merely
a story of a particular people who were called to follow God and
serve him exclusively, but a story of God’s plan to demonstrate his
love to all creation through this people. From the very beginning of
the Old Testament, the stories of people
are told to help readers and hearers of
the Word of God gain knowledge and
understanding of God’s ways. These
stories are stories that describe persons
and groups of people who were given
the opportunity to be obedient, to pass
a sort of test in obedient response to
Yahweh. Some end in success, though
the weaknesses of the protagonists
are not hidden from us. What is this
supposed to tell us about the nature
of God and the nature of people? That
people are not often strong enough to
complete a mission on their own; that
God calls people to obedience, and that
people follow in many different ways,
and God provides for their success.
Relate this to the popular new movie
based on a classic book series, the Lord
of the Rings story of the Elven Queen
who was tempted by the power of the One Ring. She had the
ability to reach out and grasp power, and though she recognized
its evil end, she was greatly tempted. And, when she had finally
resisted, she sighed tiredly and expressed satisfaction that she
had passed the test and following this act, she would retire. Her
purpose was to be obedient and to pass the test of obedience. This
is like the calling of God to his people. In the beginning of the Old
Testament, we read story after story of people who were called to
pass the test, and some failed, choosing another way. Some passed...
and their reward? They lived in fullness as part of the community of
worshipers of God.

“The Old Testament can help
Christians understand the
context for conflict, as well as
understanding God’s purpose for
redemption. The struggles that
people faced two thousand years
ago are not so different from the
struggles we face now.”

Where do those who worship God
reside?
Christians accept that God’s people are not bound to a
physical location bordered by definitive boundaries. Instead, the
Gospel of John reads that there is a time, and it has come now,
when worshippers will worship not in a particular location (not
even Jerusalem!), but in spirit and in truth. This affects the way we
view the Old Testament and the way we interpret the Bible. The
distribution of land is a very important concept to the people who
make up the characters of the Old Testament. In fact, still today,
we can see the importance of land rights and appropriate division
of land in the Middle East. Consider that this has been the case
for at least three thousand years! This may be a difficult concept
to fully understand in our Western culture. We are in the habit of
making transactions for land, or renting land and property, and
few Westerners know anything of fighting battles to achieve the
reward of building a firm settlement in a particular region. The
Old Testament can help Christians understand the context for
conflict, as well as understanding God’s purpose for redemption.
The struggles that people faced two thousand years ago are not so
different from the struggles we face now.
www.newidentitymagazine.com			

For many years, Christians have attempted to understand
the Old Testament by reading it primarily through the lens of
the New Testament and the coming of Jesus Christ. This method
has been called into question over the past hundred years or
so by scholars hoping to understand the implications of the Old
Testament for a post modern Christian community. The writer
of the letters to Timothy in the New Testament writes that the
Word of God is living and active, it is God breathed and useful for
teaching, correcting and training in righteousness. At the time this
was written, there was not yet any formal New Testament scripture
(as it was still being written). So, we must understand this as a
reference to scriptural Old Testament and as Christians, we should
carefully consider how we view the Old Testament and examine
ourselves in light of the lessons we find in the Old Testament.
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GREEN LIVING

tip

Green Holiday
Decorations

E

VERY YEAR, ABOUT TWO MONTHS

before Christmas, the Christmas decorations
explode throughout the stores. Instead of buying
new holiday decorations each year, think of
collecting a few well made pieces that you can enjoy year
after year. Better yet, think in terms of green: longevity,
sustainability and healthy.
100% Organic Cotton, Hemp or Linen
Look for these fabrics for napkins, placemats & tablecloths.
Renewable Sources of Celebration
Look for these in living pine trees or sustainably grown
trees, wood ornaments, and soy candles.
Biodegradable & Edible Decor
Look for these in pine cones, candy canes, essential oils,
herbs, and natural wreaths.

Reusable Gifts & Greetings
Turn old Christmas cards into postcards or old clothing
material into gift wrap. Tape a family photo to the
front of old cards. Tie a ribbon around your metal
cookie cutters to make ornaments once a year.
Energy Saving Twinkles
Most manufacturers now make LED lights for both
indoor and outdoor purposes. They don’t get as
hot, so they’re less of a fire hazard, as well as being
extremely energy efficient. If you leave your lights
on often, LED lights will make a big impact on your
electric bill.
Keep The Consuming At A Minimum
Keep your decorations to a minimum and don’t go
too overboard with gifts. Edible gifts like cookies or
granola are a great option for friends and neighbors.
And remember spending time with loved ones is the
best gift of all, so grab a latte together instead of
doing a gift exchange. –Cailin Henson
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FROM HOLIDAY
HEADACHES TO
HAPPINESS
Putting joy and peace back into your holiday spirit.
by Gloria Felix

Photo by Stuck in Customs | Flickr (CC)
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“O Halloween
N EARTH, PEACE, GOODWILL

gatherings etc.).

to men,” rang out the angel’s blessing on
Christmas’ first night. Yet today the holidays
are often anything but peaceful! Between
buying the presents, seeing family, and
making treats, not to mention, the driving, the events, the trees,
the trimmings, the thank you’s, the caroling, and everything else
you add to the list, we find ourselves consumed with goodwill but
with no time for peace. Soon we often lose sight of the meaning of
Christmas and somewhere between the presents and treats, season
events and holiday decor, we find the manger empty and we find
ourselves wanting more.
But, it doesn’t have to be this way. Paul tells us that we are
given everything we need toward life and godliness. In the words of
David, “The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want.” You already have
everything you need inside and around you to succeed. And the
Lord will continue to give you everything you need for success. By
setting certain priorities and just saying no at times you can be on
your way to a stress reduced season. You don’t need to be bogged
down by holiday stress in order to experience all the holidays have
to offer. Here are a few practical tips to help you get started:

Find your peace in God

Give yourself permission to say no

Knowing your limits and priorities in advance will help
you have an enjoyable holiday season. But you will need to say no
to things (and people) that do not fall within your predetermined
priorities. For me saying no can be very hard, especially to people
I love or to causes I think are important. Yet, I realize that I have
my own path to follow. And it is God who must be all in all, not
me. When we say no like this we show not only wisdom but love
by committing to what we should and trusting God to be the
proficiency of us all.
As you implement these ideas to de-stress your holiday
season, you are likely to make mistakes, but you can do it! And
remember, you are not a failure if you’re not perfect; you are
learning. Rarely in life do we accomplish things the first time we
try them. We succeed by learning. We learn everyday, and by
learning we succeed. My greatest hope is that your life will be full of
God, loved ones and happiness. This holiday season, remember that
among the presents under the Christmas tree, Jesus has left you the
greatest present – and that includes peace.

“Peace I leave you, my peace I give you.” (John 14:27)
You have access to the peace of God every day no matter your
circumstance, even during this busy time at the end of the year.
Sometimes we can find it hard to live in the peace of God when we
are rushing from here to there consumed by the stress of obligations
and expectations common in this holiday season. When this
happens to you, take a moment to reflect on how much God loves
you and do as Philippians 4:6 instructs:

Be anxious for nothing but in everything through prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God and the peace of God which transcends all understanding
will guard your heart and mind through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Set Limits
Generally speaking, you don’t need to attend every event
or go into debt over the presents. First you need to decide your
limits. How many events can you realistically attend? How much
money can you spend? How far are you willing to travel?

Set Priorities
Decide what is most important to you this holiday season.
Clearly rank the items from most important to least important
so it will be easy for you to decide what to do in the future. Make
sure you use a different list for each type of obligation that might
stress you out during the holiday season (ex. holiday parties, family
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PRAYER PLAN

Prayer Plan
Find a new hobby that you
can express yourself in.
God loves the diversity of
expression, creativity and
worship. Trying something
new may be just the
refreshment you need
this season. Pray about
what type of expression
feels missing in your life or
think of something you’ve
always wanted to do or try.
Pray for the season in life
your friends and family are
going through.
Maybe you’ve been
inspired this issue to begin
sharing your faith with
others in a new way. It
doesn’t have to be as
scary as is sounds. Know
that God can use you.
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As the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith
without deeds is dead. –
James 2:26 (NIV)
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