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SIN HAS BROKEN OUR CONNECTION WITH GOD AND NOW OUR
DEFAULT PRIORITIES ARE NO LONGER ALIGNED WITH HIS.

Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly
kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to
keep me from being handed over to the Jewish
leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.” –
John 18:36 NLT
It’s easy to get stuck on earth. It’s easy to lose sight of
what’s truly important. I ebb and flow from focusing
on the Lord and his rule and reign in my heart, in
my life, and in my city, to getting distracted by what
a friend might think of me, worried about a muscle
strain in my shoulder, or irritated over my computer
lagging in speed when I’m trying to get something
done.
Why is it that our focus can go so wide and deep
and operate on such a “big picture” level in one
moment, then minimize to something so small and
insignificant in the next? Simply put, we are human.
And humans have fallen into the affects of sin since
Adam and Eve. Sin has broken our connection with
God and now our default priorities are no longer
aligned with his.
The Jewish people struggled with getting stuck on
earth too. In the New Testament, the idea they had
framed about the Messiah was one that had him be
an earthly king, a king who would triumph over all
of their adversaries, and give their people back the
ruling power. But Jesus came not to just be king over
one nation or group of people, or temporary time in
history. Jesus came to regain his kingship over all
humanity and rescue us from the destroying nature
and death sentence of our own sin. We were lost to

him because of our unfaithful and unkempt living.
Jesus is King over all of the universe, over all of the
world and over all of time but because of sin in the
world, we strayed from acknowledging and living
under his kingship. Jesus’ willing sacrifice and death
on the cross made a way for him to change our fate,
and always be our king. Not only did he crush the
curse of death and open eternity, but he repaired our
fractured lives. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, he
continues to help us get our priorities straight and to
connect with God once more. Jesus says in John 16:7,
“It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not
go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I
will send him to you.” Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus
can be with us constantly and live in our hearts to
heal the damage done by sin.
In this issue, Jeffery Porter shares how the Holy
Spirit helps us bridge gaps and assess what’s right or
wrong in our own culture, and Steve Limkeman, talks
about Star Wars, and the fatal flaw in The Force. The
Holy Spirit is constantly speaking and I hope through
these and the others articles in this issue that you
can hear something to turn your little picture into
big and see that the King is working throughout his
kingdom.
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MISSION
Our mission is to provide diverse, Bible centered content to help lead new believers and seekers to a
fuller understanding of the Christian faith.

VISION
GROW
Showcasing different Christian perspectives, building a biblical foundation, understanding
Christian concepts, jargon, and the practical application of Scripture.

CONNECT
Encouraging others through testimonies, relationship topics, fellowship, church culture,
community, discussions and expressions of faith.

LIVE
Participating in the world as a Christian, with stories of people actively pursuing God through
their passions, organizations and resources. How to apply ones gifts, talents and desires to serve
God and others, sharing the love of Christ in everyday arenas.
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HAVING
CONFIDENCE
IN WHO GOD
CREATED
YOU TO BE
By Erica Westbrook
hen I was in the 6th grade, a friend told me I
had the ugliest smile she had ever seen. She
suggested that I not smile so hard. I don’t
have the best memory, but when certain hurtful
words from my past are used, I can vividly tell you
when, where, and how I felt at the time. To this day,
I have my friend’s comment in the back on my mind
when I smile. When I see or hear something really
funny, I cover my mouth to keep from showing all
of my teeth. The ironic thing is I’ve been to dentist

W

who have marveled over my teeth. One time I went
to the dentist, and they actually invited some of
their colleagues in to look at my teeth. They were
so amazed that my teeth were so straight although
I never wore braces. A person may think that being
praised by an expert or professional in the field
of teeth would have cured my insecurities when
it comes to my smile, but for some reason, my
friend’s’ comment meant so much more. Not only
did the dentist think I had pretty teeth, but I’m a NFL
Cheerleader, so they must have approved of my

NEW IDENTITY MAGAZINE.COM

11

" Yo u r w o r k s a r e w o n d e r fu l ,
I k n o w t h a t fu l l w e l l . " ”
PSALM 139

teeth as well! Ten times out of ten times I am smiling
as part of my profession. How do I still have these
thoughts that haunt me and try to pull down my self
esteem? Why is that? What are some hurtful words
from your past that you are still dealing with? How
does God bring healing to our hurting past?
I wanted to get a broader picture of how people may
have been hurt in their past from words and how
those words effect their self esteem today. I went
to talk to a few of my friends and also my church
pastor to gather some true stories about self esteem.
I have a habit of gravitating to people who have a
special something about them that I admire. I am

extremely blessed to have a pastor at my church,
Pastor Cori, who is articulate, intelligent, genuine,
and most importantly to me, human. She is so down
to earth and easy to talk to, which is why I went
to her to ask her about what God says about self
esteem. Pastor Cori pointed out Psalm 139:13-16 and
specifically verse 14. Psalm 139:14 says, “Your works
are wonderful, I know that full well.” There it is as
plain as day, we are wonderfully made period, point
blank. You would think that there is nothing else to
say......but there is so much more to say. Even with
the word of God as protection against hurt, if you
don’t consistently foster your relationship with him,
you are susceptible to feelings of pain.
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Wo r d s d o h u r t , a n d t h e y c a n
h u r t fo r a l i fe t i m e .

buckteeth and knot knees from her past with her.
It wasn’t until God helped her venture out from her
small community and enlarged her scope to see that
there were bigger problems in the world other than
hurtful words that were used against her. She told
me that God made her feel like the apple of his eye
and beautiful.

WOMAN VS. MEN AND
SELF-ESTEEM
HURT THAT LASTS A LIFETIME
It is so cliché to say that “sticks and stones may
break your bones, but words may never hurt.” Words
do hurt, and they can hurt for a lifetime. My Aunt
Linda proved that words can hurt a life time. As I
talked to a few of my friends, I decided to call my
Aunt. Surely she can’t still be hurting from words
from her past. She is very mature and is a tell-itlike-it-is kind of person. I’ve always looked up to
her as a wonderful wife and mother who always
seemed to be ahead in life. She went to college, so I
went to college. She moved away from her family
for greater opportunities, so I knew it was OK to
move away too. She pledged a sorority so I pledged.
As you can see she has a very positive impact in my
life. To my dismay, I learned that my Auntie, in all of
her awesomeness, had been carrying words such as

When I think of self esteem and self-worth
I automatically think about women. Men are
stereotyped to be macho, proud, and confident. So
I picked the most confident male I know, Darryl, to
interview. Darryl is the type of person who will walk
into a room and make everyone laugh and want to be
friends with him. He speaks to all types of audiences
about various subjects and seems to be accepted by
many. He was the student body president of every
school he attended and I think that he should teach a
class on confidence. My perception of Darryl was a
little different than who Darryl really is. After talking
to him more I have learned that he too has had self
esteem issues and words from his past continue
to haunt him. Words like “Uncle Tom” still sting a
little and affects him. Even someone like Darryl in
the midst of doing positive things can be brought
down by such words. Knowing that there is someone
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4
God simply steps
in when we
acknowledge that
we are not good
enough to
accomplish that
which God has
called us to do
without his
assistance.

greater than the person who is criticizing him is
what Darryl says helps him with his self-worth. In
Exodus, Moses is less confident about his speech
which is slow. Exodus 4:10-12 (NIV), “Moses said to
the LORD, ‘Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and
tongue.’ The LORD said to him, ‘Who gave human
beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or
mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind?
Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak
and will teach you what to say.’” God simply steps in
when we acknowledge that we are not good enough
to accomplish that which God has called us to do
without his assistance.

CHRISTIANITY AND
SELF ESTEEM

4

I called up one of my friends, Fatimah, who is very
beautiful and a talented graduate student. I asked her
her views of her self-worth. I think Fatimah is the
most poetic, eclectic, and funny person I know. She
reminds me of a modern day neo soul hippie who is
always making me think about something “deep” or
sending me links to poems and quotes and always
wears a flower in her hair. I think of her as strong
minded, yet she still deals with words from her past
that to this day make her feel unaccepted, ridiculed
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The enemy wants to steal our
c o n f i d e n c e t o m a k e u s fe e l
worthless and something that
God has not proclaimed us to
be.”
and helpless. Listening to her story about how she
converted from Islam to Christianity while in college,
and the first sign of God in her life, I understood that
was when he freed her from the hurtful words from
her past. Fatimah says she felt weak before God
showed her her worth and that she grew in him to
believe that she was bigger than any of the hurtful
words that were used against her. I have to agree
with her and what she says rang true to me.
Pastor Cori brought something to my attention
along these same lines. Pastor Cori pointed out 2
Corinthians 5:17-18 (NIV), “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has come, the old has gone,
the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation.” Because of Christ’s sacrifice, we’re
experiencing God’s recreation of the fallen creation.
With Christ comes the opportunity to be recreated

and with recreation comes new confidence in God
and in ourselves.

MY TRUTH IS AMAZING
I have this thing where I always tell people and
myself “I don’t have to lie, my truth is amazing.”
The enemy wants to steal our confidence to make
us feel worthless and something that God has not
proclaimed us to be. Lies come in hurtful words that
we sometimes believe and become. The good news
that John 14:6 tells us is that God is the truth and
the light and he is amazing and is all mine! So we
don’t have to listen to the lies because it is our God
who is our truth and we are amazing! When I think
about me and my smile and my insecurities, I realize
that God has been there to help me get over it. In 1
Peter 3:3-4 (NIV) it says, “Your beauty should not
come from outward adornment, such as elaborate
hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine
clothes. Rather, it should be that of your inner self,
the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which is of great worth in God’s sight.” Not only did
God have to remind me in his Word that it’s not all
about outward appearances but he knows me so
well he did even more, he made it very clear to me.
Since that 6th grade insult, my smile has been the
most complimented of my features and I’m sure it’s
God’s way of reminding me to rely on him and not on
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the words of others - good or bad. God has reached
out to me through scripture and people and I’m so
thankful that he is fading those hurtful words from
my memory.

ACTION PLAN
It is so easy to tell someone to not let words
hurt, when words can often hurt more than physical
pain. Along with telling myself that “my truth is
amazing” I have three things that I do when I try to
get over hurtful words that were used towards me
and to keep my self esteem in check.

3. APOLOGIZE.
To bring things full circle it’s important
to realize that I am human and I could have hurt
someone. I have gone to people who I have caused
hurt and apologized. Sometimes we can say hurtful
words and are the cause of someone’s pain and low
self esteem. We must ask ourselves, “Am I the cause
of someones hurt?” These are my personal action
steps to heal myself from hurt and repair my self
esteem.

1. GET TO KNOW GOD
EVEN MORE.
I have to continually strengthen my
relationship with God. If I am experiencing hurt
that won’t seem to budge, I start reading about God
and how amazing he is and about his life. Jesus was
criticized, lied on, beaten, and eventually killed, yet
he still loves and forgives.

2. FORGIVE.
The second way for me to let go of hurt is
to forgive people who caused the hurt even if they
haven’t apologized. I have to forgive like God has
forgiven me.
NEW IDENTITY MAGAZINE.COM
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Designer who works at a Fashion
University. She loves to dance and is an
NFL Cheerleader. While she resides in
San Francisco her heart belongs to her
husband and North Carolina.
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ON THE
CULTURES
OF OTHERS &
RETHINKING
OUR OWN
EXPERIENCES
AS EXPERTISE
By Jeffery Porter

hen encountering people from other ethnic,
national, or religious cultures it is easy
to see how their culture influences their
values and ways of thinking about the world. Yet, in
Marilynne Robinson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel
Gilead, the fictional narrator Reverend John Ames
reminds me that I am no different. As Ames tries to
make sense of an illustration from French reformer
John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion,

W
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he says, “I suppose Calvin’s God was a Frenchman,
just as mine is a Middle Westerner of New England
extraction.” (p. 142) The beauty of this reflection is
that Ames is not dismissive of the importance or
trueness of beliefs and doctrine and at the same time
does not reduce important theological differences
to simple cultural relativism. Instead, he merely
recognizes how much his own culture inexorably
shapes his perceptions of reality, including his idea
of God.
This can be a scary thought. Don’t we often believe
that our impressions of reality are completely
trustworthy and that our theology and doctrinal
beliefs about God are entirely based on absolutely
true and unchanging Biblical propositions? However,
these kinds of certainties are not only deeply
unhelpful when engaging with other cultures, but
they also muddle our sanctifying ongoing life in
Christ. In his letter to Roman Christians, the apostle
Paul says to his readers, “do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God
is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect”
(Romans 12:2). On the surface, this may seem like
a command that can either be obeyed or disobeyed.
However, in the context of the rest of this chapter
Paul’s injunction is not a simple binary command, it is
a complex one. Rather, it is a description of the life-

long process and struggle of following Christ while
living in a culture separated from and sometimes
opposed to God’s purpose and ideals.
Philosophers, especially European philosophers, have
struggled with the problem of cultural influence
for quite some time. Thinkers such as Friedrich
Nietzsche, Martin Heidegger, Jacques Derrida, and
Michel Foucault recognized that our given cultures
deeply inform all aspects of our lives. Some of these
cultures are based on nationality or ethnicity. Some
are based on finances or education. Some are based
on family or friends, and some are based on religion.
All of these different cultures influence both our
identities and our perceptions of reality. People
within our own cultures, like our relatives, friends,
neighbors, teachers, and coworkers, all contribute
to the values and assumptions we use to think
about what is good, acceptable, and perfect. The
German philosopher Martin Heidegger called this
problem throwness, because it is as if we are thrown
into the world at birth onto a potter’s wheel and
into a complicated and constantly shifting milieu of
principles, values, and assumptions about the world
and our proper place in it. In other words, whenever
we try to be reasonable and objective about anything
we unconsciously input culture assumptions from a
variety of sources into our thought process. This can
become especially clear when Christians argue over
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topics such as immodest dress or coarse language.
We often agree that modesty and edifying language
are important values, but when it comes to culturally
framed boundaries of what counts as immodesty or
foul language the debates are never-ending.
Yet, our relationship to Christ can help us find
solid ground in this tempestuous philosophical
conundrum. After all, the Bible tells us that Jesus is
not only the “way, the truth and the light” (John 14:6)
but that he is also “the same yesterday and today and
forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) To follow Christ is to follow
that which is absolute and unchangingly good, right,
and true. Against the backdrop of constantly shifting
and competing cultures, following Christ often
conflicts with any and all cultures. This is a perennial
difficulty for Christians living in a broken world. A
major theme throughout the New Testament is the
long enduring struggle of being a Christian in this
world. For instance, the apostle Peter tells us that
we are only temporary parepidēmos, or sojourners,
in this world, (1 Peter 1:1) while the apostle John
warns us not to “love the world or anything in the
world.” (1 John 2:15) Yet, we also know that God
loves this world too, (John 3:16) and the Bible tells us
that a culturally diverse church will glorify God in
the new heavens and new earth. (Revelation 7-910) Therefore, tension exists between rejecting the
cultures of the world and accepting the parts of

Our relationship to Christ
can help us find solid ground
in this tempestuous
philosophical conundrum.
After all, the Bible tells us
that Jesus is not only the
“way, but also the truth and
the light.
culture that are in some ways pleasing to God.
This is precisely the tension Augustine confronted
when he wrote his book City of God nearly 1,600
years ago. He wrote his book because people in the
predominantly pagan culture of the Roman Empire
were blaming Christians and Christianity in general
for the sacking of Rome. Augustine does not tell
Roman Christians to hide from the world. Instead,
he explains that the Christian life, sojourning in this
world, is both reflexive (culture shapes our beliefs)
and Christocentric (Christ is at the core of our
beliefs). He explains that as Christians, regardless of
the cultural backgrounds in which we find ourselves,
Christ is always at the center. This point may seem
obvious. After all, the moniker “Christian” implies
that we are followers of Christ. Yet, Augustine points
out that Jesus is not only the goal of the Christian
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Because our lives
as Christians are
c h a ra c t e r i z e d b y a
t r a n s fo r m a t i o n i n
Christ, according to
h i s p e r fe c t w i l l a n d
c h a ra c t e r , i n o u r
l i fe t i m e s w e a r e n e v e r
d o n e t r a n s fo r m i n g .

life, in that we are called to imitate him, but he is also
the way to that goal. Christ will always be at work in
sanctifying every dimension of our lives to look more
like his. That means that this work is not only done at
church or in our personal devotional time. God uses
our interactions with the world to shape us according
to God’s will, which dovetails with the importance of
reflexivity (how our personal experiences become
our culture).
Because our lives as Christians are characterized by
a transformation in Christ, according to his perfect
will and character, in our lifetimes we are never done
transforming. In other words, we will never arrive
at a state of perfected goodness, righteousness, and
truth this side of heaven. In terms of culture, if we
ever think that we know exactly how we are supposed
to be or how a culture ought to be, this should give
us pause. We can’t rely on our culture. Just checkout
those history books to see some of the attitudes and
beliefs that were culturally accepted norms from
the past that would be culturally appalling to us
today. Instead, we should be relying on Christ. We
can embrace the good things inside and outside of
our own cultures that challenge us to imitate the
character of Christ, while critically considering the
negative aspects of culture that will deter us from
following Christ. Of course, it is often far easier
to see the good in our own culture while ignoring
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the bad, which makes it all the more important to
practice looking for the good first in other cultures,
while remembering to “reject every kind of evil” in
our own (1 Thessalonians 5:22). Throughout City of
God, Augustine provides a number of examples of
how Roman culture wrongly valued things that ran
contrary to what God considers good, acceptable, and
perfect. But, he also presents a number of examples
of how some parts of Roman culture are really
virtuous and honorable, so much so that he implores
Christians to recognize the virtuousness of some
non-Christian, Roman cultural heroes.
In most ways, our lives as Christians in the
21st century are very different than the lives of
Christians during Augustine’s lifetime. Yet, as
Christians trying to live out a life of faith in a broken
world, his vision of Christocentric cultural reflexivity
is just as important today. As citizens of the kingdom
of God sojourning in this world, we are always at
odds with our own culture and yet inescapability
apart of it. This is why before Paul urges his readers
not to conform to this world, he first tell them, “I urge
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.” (Romans
12:1) When we encounter other cultures that are
clearly different or at odds with what we know and
value, it is easy to resist learning from such cultures

As citizens of the kingdom
God sojourning in this world,
we are always at odds with
our own culture and yet
inescapability apart of it.
that are unfamiliar or seemingly at odds with our
own. Yet, it is what we are called to, making our
continued reliance on the sanctifying power of
Christ as urgent as ever. When we present our whole
selves as sacrifices to God, via prayer, fellowship in
a Christian community, acts of worship, deeds of
service, and personal scriptural devotion, we will
continue to better understand that which is good
and acceptable and perfect in our cultures and in the
cultures of others.
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Jeffery Porter lives in Washington D.C.
with his wife and son. He is a Chaplain
in Residence at Georgetown University
and a PhD student in Religion and
Culture at the Catholic University of
America. Before moving to D.C., he was
a youth pastor in Southern California.
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Fa t a l F l a w
in the
Philosophy of
t h e Fo r c e
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“THE
FORCE
IS WHAT
GIVES A
JEDI HIS
POWER.

long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away, we are
told that Luke Skywalker, the heroic Jedi who
defeated the evil Galactic Empire, has vanished.
“The sinister First Order has risen from the ashes of
the Empire” to rule the galaxy through oppression
and terror. And the Resistance, now led by General
Leia, must find Luke if they have any chance of
defeating The First Order, because “without the
Jedi, there can be no balance in The Force.” But what
exactly is The Force, and what would the galaxy look
like if this balance were achieved?

A

By Steve Limkeman
It surrounds us and penetrates us. It binds the galaxy
together,” says Obi-Wan Kenobi, in A New Hope.
In The Force Awakens, Han Solo reflects, “I used to
wonder about that myself. Thought it was a bunch
of mumbo-jumbo. A magical power holding together
good and evil, the dark side and the light? Crazy
thing is, it’s true. The Force, the Jedi - all of it. It’s all
true.”

There are many revelations of the nature of The
Force that we are given throughout the eight films
that comprise the Star Wars canon thus far. And
taken together, amidst the wisdom of many other
characters, Obi-Wan and Han’s words reveal that this
story is not merely an epic contest between good and
evil. There is some deeper power at work: one that
“binds the galaxy together,” one that is magically
“holding together good and evil, the dark side and the
light.”
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There really is a war that is
ra g i n g b e t w e e n g o o d a n d e v i l
in our galaxy.
However, time and again, the Jedi philosophy of
seeking to live in harmonious balance with the nature
of the universe is secretly subverted and sabotaged
throughout the major story arcs and conflicts
between the characters. It proves to be a philosophy
that is self-defeating and simply unliveable in the
face of the serious challenges posed by the Dark
Side of The Force and those who wield it. If you look
closely at the stories throughout the saga, you will
begin to see the fatal flaw in the philosophy of The
Force. You will also see a deeper truth emerge, one
that is often suppressed by our postmodern culture:
there really is a war that is raging between good and
evil in our galaxy.
Let’s start by stating the obvious: The Force is
awesome. It can lift rocks and spaceships. It can
manipulate the minds of others so that you can
escape unwanted attention or - if you’re in touch with
the Dark Side - discover information that someone
would not have given up willingly. It can guide your

proton torpedoes better than any targeting computer.
It can communicate telepathically with others who
are in touch with The Force and it can empower you
to become an incredible warrior with a lightsaber.
Apparently, it can even save your life if you’ve
been sucked out into the vacuum of space. But the
discovery of these powers, having them awaken
within you, can be a confusing, intimidating and
sometimes even terrifying process.
Consider Luke Skywalker’s training of Rey on the
hidden, ancient island temple of the Jedi. Luke tries
to help Rey comprehend the nature of The Force by
encouraging her to reach out with her feelings into
her surroundings. In a moment of insight, Rey sees
“the island, life, death and decay...that feeds new
life. Warmth, cold, peace, violence...” And between
it all, she senses “balance and energy: a force” - and
inside her, she feels that same force. However, she
also senses a place beneath the island, a dark place.
Responding to the fear and tension in her voice, Luke
identifies that she is merely encountering the other
side of balance: with powerful light comes powerful
darkness. Suddenly, the narrative takes a dramatic
shift. As she feels drawn to the darkness which is
calling out to her, Luke frantically encourages her
to resist that dark power. We see the potentially
catastrophic effects of embracing the darkness as
deep cracks fracture the rock she sits on, boulders
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There is both a claim that a
p o w e r fu l l i fe - fo r c e i s g u i d i n g t h e
universe towards some sort of cosmic
balance and a competing claim that
t h e r e a r e m o ra l l y r i g h t o r m o ra l l y
w r o n g c h o i c e s t h a t t h e c h a r a c t e r s fa c e
w h e n t h e y i n t e r a c t w i t h t h a t Fo r c e ,
which are not based on balance.

crash down from the cliff behind her and smaller
stones levitate in the air. When she finally breaks
free, Luke recoils from her, horrified: “You went
straight to the dark... It offered something you
needed, and you didn’t even try to stop yourself.” But
if The Force was truly about seeking balance, why
should Luke and the other Jedi Masters be so vigilant
about living in the Light and be so afraid of exploring
the Dark Side of The Force? Why should Rey fear
a dark place she believed was “trying to show [her]
something?” What is Rey to make of this Jedi religion
that seems to be at war with itself?
The fatal flaw in the philosophy of The Force lies
here: there is both a claim that a powerful life-force
is guiding the universe towards some sort of cosmic
balance and a competing claim that there are morally
right or morally wrong choices that the characters
face when they interact with that Force, which are

not based on balance. We know, intuitively, that it is
wrong to “give in to your anger… [and] let the hate
flow through you,” and that Emperor Palpatine’s
appeal to Luke to kill his own father as he kneels,
defenseless and defeated, should be resisted. We
believe that it is right and admirable that Luke stands
up to the Emperor and refuses to become his father’s
executioner. And we see Darth Vader’s choice to
rescue his son from the cruel, torturous death that
Palpatine has designed for Luke as an incredible
redemption story.
The philosophy of The Force, that the way of the
Jedi is all about balance, that they are trying to
live in harmony with both darkness and light, is
conveniently forgotten when push comes to shove.
Because we don’t want an equal amount of darkness
and light to coexist in the universe. We want the
light to triumph over the darkness. And the darkness
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certainly wants to snuff out all of the light. When
Luke Skywalker destroys the Death Star, he is not
merely providing the galaxy with A New Hope that
the rebellion can maintain their resistance to the evil
Galactic Empire in an endless, but balanced, struggle.
He is giving them hope that one day they may
actually defeat the darkness, liberating the galaxy
from tyranny and oppression. And what do we hear
of Darth Vader’s intentions when he and Luke battle
on Cloud City? “Join me, and together we can rule the
galaxy as father and son.” It’s all about sovereignty
and subjugation - there is no thought of balance
given by either side.
I discovered a rather amusing example of fan
criticism of this inherent contradiction in the form
of an internet meme. The still frames of the meme
are a mashup of Obi-Wan’s heart-breaking lament
at the end of Revenge of the Sith and an imagined
response from Darth Vader which completely
overthrows the foundations of Obi-Wan’s despair.
In Revenge of the Sith, after an epic lightsaber battle,
Anakin Skywalker lays defeated and limbless at
Obi-Wan’s feet. Obi-Wan cries out to him, “You were
the chosen one! It was said that you would destroy
the Sith, not join them! Bring balance to The Force,
not leave it in darkness!” The next frame of the
meme reveals Anakin as Darth Vader, responding,
“I am bringing balance to The Force, Obi-Wan. It

was heavily unbalanced towards the good side till
I showed up.” That response strikes at the core of
all that we know to be good and true in this world,
exposing the masquerade of balance for the false
messiah that it is. The war between the Jedi and the
Sith has never been about balance. Choosing the
Dark Side is never portrayed as a neutral option,
as one would expect if Light and Dark were truly
working together in harmonious balance. To choose
the Dark Side is to become the villain, for the struggle
between Light and Dark has always been primarily a
cosmic battle between good and evil. It’s not enough
for evil to have met its match, for the Resistance to
keep the First Order at bay. At its core, beneath its
complicated and contradictory philosophies, the Star
Wars saga reflects the truth of our hearts’ desires
for redemption, for restoration, and ultimately, for
victory over the powers of darkness.
For when we look at the world around us and
consider the history of humanity, we are keenly
aware that we are in the midst of a story of
marvelous light fighting against terrible darkness.
There is indeed a supernatural Power that is
responsible for the energy and the life that animates
all things, one who is magically sustaining the
universe. Opposing that Power is one who “prowls
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour,” and we are called to “resist him” (1 Peter 5:8-
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9). The apostle Paul exhorts us to “be strong in the
Lord and in his mighty power.” As a Christian, you
must “put on the full armor of God so that you can
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:10-12).
Because the heart of the Star Wars story is beautifully
imbalanced, we can rejoice when the Light expels
the Darkness. Our heroes - Luke and Rey - are not
willing to accept that their enemies - Darth Vader
and Kylo Ren - are pure evil, consigned to be agents
of powerful darkness by a Force that is attempting to
balance the powerful light that exists in the universe.
They realize that their “struggle is not against flesh
and blood,” but against “the spiritual forces of evil.”
And therefore, no one is irredeemable. There is
always hope that Kylo Ren will turn back to the Light
- we’ve seen it happen before.
But if the philosophy of The Force is ultimately
incoherent and inconsistent with the narrative
structure of the Star Wars stories, why tell the story
that way? Decades before A New Hope was released
in 1977, C.S. Lewis wrote a compelling theory of why
people love the philosophy of The Force:

T h e p h i l o s o p h y o f T h e Fo r c e i s
ultimately incoherent and
i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e n a r ra t i v e
s t r u c t u r e o f t h e S t a r Wa r s s t o r i e s .

“One reason why many people find [Life-Force
philosophy] so attractive is that it gives one much
of the emotional comfort of believing in God and
none of the less pleasant consequences. When
you are feeling fit and the sun is shining and you
do not want to believe that the whole universe is
a mere mechanical dance of atoms, it is nice to be
able to think of this great mysterious Force rolling
on throughout the centuries and carrying you
on its crest. If, on the other hand, you want to do
something rather shabby, the Life-Force, being
only a blind force, with no morals or mind, will
never interfere with you like that troublesome God
we learned about when we were children. The
Life-Force is a sort of tame God. You can switch it
on when you want, but it will not bother you. All
the thrills of religion and none of the cost. Is the
Life-Force the greatest achievement of wishful
thinking the world has yet seen?”
		- Mere Christianity -
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The philosophy of the Force may be “the greatest
achievement of wishful thinking the world has yet
seen,” but it is certainly not the only example of
wishful thinking which pervades our culture and yet,
when pushed to its logical conclusions, betrays our
foundational beliefs in the nature of good and evil.
Some rejoice in Nietzsche’s refrain, “God is dead,”
and yet they still believe they can uphold something
resembling a universal declaration of human rights.
They fail to see that without a higher power in which
to ground morality, there is no definition of good or
evil which can withstand the will of the majority, the
law of the stronger, or the whims of any particular
nation or culture to treat its citizens however it
wants. Or consider the rationalization we often give
to excuse someone’s unusual or deviant behavior:
“You do you.” There’s a strong implication there
that everyone ought to be able to do whatever they
want and that no one should ever judge them for it.
That there is no such thing as a universal standard
of right and wrong to which they may be called to
account. It’s an attempt to set ourselves free from
our moral responsibility to our fellow man, just as
the philosophy of the Force would set us free from
our moral responsibility to a higher power in favor
of a balance between the Light and the Dark. But,
as Lewis points out, “the most remarkable thing is
this. Whenever you find a man who says he does
not believe in a real Right and Wrong, you will find

The philosophy of
t h e Fo r c e m a y b e t h e
greatest achievement
o f w i s h fu l t h i n k i n g t h e
world has yet seen,

NEW IDENTITY MAGAZINE.COM

29

the same man going back on this a moment later. He
may break his promise to you, but if you try breaking
one to him he will be complaining ‘It’s not fair’ before
you can say Jack Robinson.” You’ll never hear a Jedi
Master telling his young Padawan apprentice, “You
do you. The Light, the Dark… both great options,
really. And since my previous Padawan became a
Jedi Master, you should probably join the Sith - no
pressure, but it would really help to balance The
Force.” In the end, we cannot handle being completely
untethered from God and his definition of good
and evil. The logical conclusions of that are simply
unliveable.
Lewis goes on to observe that the Power behind
our universe is “intensely interested in right
conduct,” that the moral choices we make are of
great significance, a theme that we have seen ripple
throughout the Star Wars narrative. From the moment
we wake, we are confronted with a spiritual battle.
There are right ways and wrong ways to interact
with the powers of Light and the powers of Darkness
in our world. What we love about Star Wars is that
the Light represents what we know to be good and
noble and true. Those that descend into the Dark Side
have gone astray, causing great suffering to all with
their pride, their ambition and their cold disregard
of the inherent value of life. “The Light shines in the
Darkness and the Darkness does not overcome it.

There are right ways and wrong
w a y s t o i n t e ra c t w i t h t h e
powers of Light and the powers
of Darkness in our world.

Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground; May the Lord be with you.” (Ephesians 6:13; 1
Samuel 17:37).
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DISCOVERING
WHAT IT
MEANS TO
RECEIVE
GRACE FROM
GOD AND
HAVE IT FOR
OTHERS.
By Delbert Teachout
hen encountering people from other ethnic,
national, or religions, grace is a word that’s
hard to understand because it means
different things to different people. Consider this
scenario.

W

When I consider my life, my reward looks dismal.
As I remember the things I’ve done, things I’m too
ashamed to tell, I think, “There’s no way God will
let me into heaven!” In my imagination I see myself

standing before the throne of God with fear and
trembling. My fate is in his hands. I hear Satan
accusing me of all the things I did and many more
things I didn’t do. I want to argue, to defend myself.
But then I remember, it doesn’t matter anyway. If
I broke one part of the law, I broke it all. I can feel
the demons of hell gloating over me, hissing at me. I
hang my head in shame. I am so afraid. What can I
do?
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When I look I see Jesus. I see his wounded side and
nail scarred hands. Pain shoots through my heart
and tears begin to fall as I realize my sin caused his
agony. What’ll he say? What’ll he do? My heart sinks.

grace” comes from this meaning. Grace enables us to
live at peace with our neighbors. Grace is a gift from
God. We can’t boast about how much grace we have
because it’s a gift.

He looks at me with compassionate eyes. Did I hear
him say that he already paid the required amount for
all my sin by going to the cross for me? He says that
all the things I did, and said, and thought about, have
been paid in full by his own blood. My record is clean!
Jesus cleansed it by shedding his blood on the cross!

Grace is receiving favor. My friend Sharon describes
how that type of grace worked in her life.

God looks at me and asks me whether I believe that
Jesus did all that for me. I say, “With all my heart,
soul, mind, and strength I do.” The tears fall even
harder but the fear is replaced with relief. Joy floods
my soul. I laugh. I cry. I run to Jesus. I fall at his feet
and say “Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.” He says,
“Stand up. I love you. You are my friend.”

“I didn’t want to be with my mom when she died.
I experienced grief when my husband died–I
couldn’t bear the thought of doing it again,” Sharon
remembers. “Her passing was imminent. Dad was
with her at the nursing home when a raging snow
storm started to pass through our area. I called and
told him to head home and I’d sit with mom. ‘Oh, God,
please don’t let her die while I’m there,’ I cried out
in my heart. Instead of answering that prayer, God
began pouring his strength and grace upon me. Mom
died four hours later. Her last words were, ‘You were
a wonderful daughter.’”

That is grace.
What other ways can we describe grace? People
who teach about grace often describe it as God’s
unearned favor. God loves us even when we feel
unworthy. Grace is the power of God. When we face
temptations, it is grace that prevents us from yielding
to the temptation. Grace can be described as a state
of reconciliation to God. The phrase “fallen from

“God knew I had to be there when she passed—she
needed to say those words and I needed to hear them.
They were God’s grace-gift to me.”
For the rest of her life, Sharon will know her mother
found favor with her.
What does the Bible says about grace? How do we
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accept God’s grace when we feel so undeserving?
Why do we struggle with having enough grace for
ourselves and others? How is our relationship with
God influenced by grace? Can we have too much
grace?

HOW DO WE ACCEPT GOD’S
GRACE WHEN WE FEEL SO
UNDESERVING?
Grace rules out anything we can do. It’s given freely
by faith in our Savior. “For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no
one may boast.” (Eph. 2:8 & 9, ESV) We have nothing
to boast about. God gives the gift, the grace, and the
gospel. That’s grace, upon grace, upon grace.
We may think that because of the way we’ve lived
we’re unworthy of grace. I’ve met many people who
felt they had been so bad that God couldn’t help
them. The truth is everyone who is saved has felt
undeserving. We might think, “How could someone
like me ever receive God’s grace?” That’s a good
question. But if we felt good enough to receive grace
it wouldn’t be grace and it wouldn’t be salvation. On
the other hand, if we feel we don’t need it, we’ll never
receive it.
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In Acts 2:47 we read about the believers finding “the
favor of all the people.” Paul usually begins his letters
by wishing grace and peace on his readers. He says
to the Corinthians, “Grace and peace to you from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:3, NIV).
The readers were already believers, they had already
received grace for salvation, so Paul was probably
asking for God’s favor as they lived from day to
day. Paul may also have been wishing them God’s
presence and peace.
Exodus 33:15-17 is a story about Moses asking
for God’s favor and presence. Moses says, “If your
Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from
here. How will anyone know that you are pleased
with me and with your people unless you go with
us?” (NIV) Moses may have felt undeserving of
leading his people and wanted God to be with him as
reassurance.

WHY DO WE STRUGGLE WITH
HAVING ENOUGH GRACE FOR
OURSELVES AND OTHERS?
As Christians we have to be careful of three sources
that can prevent us from receiving grace: the devil,
the world, and our flesh. These are our enemies.
They entice us to become entangled in our pleasure

seeking activities, drawing the noose tighter around
us until we are trapped in bondage from which we
can’t escape. They tell us we’re not saved because
we’re not good enough. Has anyone been there
besides me? They point to the mistakes we’ve made
since becoming a Christian. Or they tell us we are
saved so eat, drink, and be merry.
Christians will have struggles. That’s because
there’s a devil that’s always looking for people he
can influence. Remember he even tempted Jesus
in the wilderness. Another source of our struggle
comes from the world. Life is full of sinful things
to see, hear, and do. Our third source of struggle
comes from our flesh, our humanity, our desire to
gratify our appetites, habits, or addictions. Our flesh
is constantly in opposition to the Spirit, like the old
cartoons that had the devil on one shoulder and an
angel on the other shoulder while they both tried
to influence the decision. In the cartoons the angel
always won, but that isn’t necessarily true in real life.
Sometimes we yield to our flesh. These struggles can
cause us to feel undeserving of grace. The struggle
doesn’t mean we’re not Christians, it means we are or
there wouldn’t be a struggle.
Romans chapter seven explains why we don’t seem
to have enough grace. Paul describes the struggle
between the flesh and the Spirit. When the flesh
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wins, grace loses. That is why Paul says we have to
die to self daily and walk in the Spirit. Remember
Galatians 5:16 says when we walk in the spirit we
will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. How do we walk
in the Spirit? For me, it’s a mental attitude. We need
to realize grace is in front of us, behind us, under us
and over us. It is to the right and the left and it fills
our hearts. When we’re in that place, we can walk in
the Spirit.
Grace has two directions. One direction is from God
to us, the other direction is from us to others. If it
seems difficult to receive grace from God, it’s harder
to give grace to others. People are always going
to disappoint us. When we learn the difficult task
of forgiving when someone does us wrong, we’re
beginning to experience grace.
God’s grace makes Christians peculiar people. We
can learn to forgive, to pardon, and to treat with
unearned favor those who become a part of our
lives. I know it’s easy to hold a grudge. I’ve done it
often, even when the person was innocent and the
offense was only in my mind. But we’re to forgive
them, even if we think they don’t deserve it, even if
they’ll probably never return grace to us. It’s hard to
remember, as Romans 5:8 says, that “while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” We didn’t deserve it.
We didn’t earn it. We can never be good enough. But

G o d ’ s g ra c e m a k e s C h r i s t i a n s
peculiar people..

he showed us grace anyway. We can learn to grow in
that type of grace.

HOW IS OUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD INFLUENCED BY
GRACE?
Many people who call themselves Christians say, “I
don’t have a religion, I have a relationship.” Religion
implies that humanity is and people are trying to
do something to appease a deity. In Christianity
the deity has died for us. I believe that without the
grace of God there’d be no relationship. Jesus told
us in Matthew 7:22-23 that in the last days there’ll
be people who call him Lord, but he’ll deny ever
knowing them. The relationship was only in their
minds, not in God’s heart.
Christians who make the claim to have a relationship
are saying they’ve accepted Jesus as their Savior.
They’re saved by the grace of God and their faith in
him. Anything less is not a relationship. Do we spend
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I f w e fe l t g o o d e n o u g h t o
r e c e i v e g ra c e i t w o u l d n ' t b e
g ra c e a n d i t w o u l d n ' t b e
s a l v a t i o n . I f w e fe e l w e d o n ' t
need it, we'll never receive it.

time alone with God each day? Do we daily pray
and read our Bibles? Do we bless or curse others in
the language used to talk to them? Can others see
the strength of the relationship in us through our
actions? Our attentiveness to justice? Concern for the
poor? Dispossession of our wealth and the sharing of
our possessions?
I attend a large church where it’s difficult to know
everybody. Sometimes when I ‘m shopping someone
will tell me they saw me at church. Immediately I try
to remember what I’ve just been doing or saying. I
don’t want anyone from my church seeing me act in
an ungracious manner. I especially don’t want God to
see me acting that way. Sometimes it embarrasses
me when I remember what I said or did.

The last verse in the entire Bible says, “The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ be with God’s people” (Rev.
22:21). He has given us many opportunities to choose
him or reject him. We can receive his blessings or his
wrath, but our destiny is determined by our choice.
If we consider giving up our own understanding and
follow him, then we’ll receive the results of his grace.
God knows the condition of the world and our hearts
and he doesn’t want anyone to perish; he wants us
all to come to him. His love for us never ends and
reaches all around the world and into our hearts.
It extends throughout eternity. It’s gentler than a
feather, mightier than a hurricane, and stronger
than a mountain. Yet, it grieves him. God’s kind
heart is broken, when even one of his creation reject
him and chooses to continue to live according to
the flesh. Every person who continues to live in sin
is a person for whom Christ died in vain. How can
anyone neglect so great a salvation? People marvel
at the martyrs and wonder how they could do what
they did. I think they understood his grace enough to
receive it. I have many friends on Facebook who live
in countries where it’s difficult to minister but they
continue each day by God’s grace and thank him for
providing for them.
Paul knew better than anyone the effects of God’s
grace. He was changed from being a persecutor
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of Christians to being an apostle for God. God is
merciful, God is love. God is grace. It’s through his
grace we are able to have a relationship with him.
We may have learned that even though we received
new birth, it is impossible to live a Christian life on
our own strength. That is what Paul was telling the
church in Rome. They couldn’t work their way into
God’s grace. They had to learn that God himself is
dwelling in us, helping us to live right, if we let hm.

CAN WE HAVE TOO MUCH
GRACE FOR OURSELVES?
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 12:9 that God told him,
“My grace is sufficient for you.” I’ve often wondered
about that verse. Was Paul referring to grace as his
ministry gift, his power to operate in his ministry,
his protection in his travels, his favor with God, or
his salvation? It could be all of them, or none of them.
It seems that he wasn’t healed from his illness. I
sometimes wonder why. Paul accepts his ailment as
part of God’s grace for him.
We see grace again in James 4:6. “God gives grace to
the humble.” Also, 1 Peter 5:5 says “God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.” James doesn’t
specify what type of grace. Let’s assume these
verses mean that all the benefits of being saved are
God’s gifts to us. What would that mean? We can

read Psalm 103 and see a partial list of the benefits:
forgiveness, healing, protection from harm, loving
kindness, and good food. It seems to me that asking
if we have too much grace is like asking, can we have
too much forgiveness? Can we have too much love?
Can we have too much mercy? Doesn’t God give us
what we need when we need it?

WHAT IS OUR POWER IF WE ARE
LIVING IN GRACE?
There is a popular saying among Christians. It’s
the phrase “We are not under law but under grace,”
based on the scripture in Romans 6:14 (NKJV), “For
sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not
under law but under grace.” The popular teaching is
that once we’re saved we can do anything we want
because we are covered by grace.
I think there’s another type of grace. As sinners
saved by grace, we need to be careful to not consider
God’s grace as a license for lasciviousness. Hebrews
12:28 defines grace as a force “whereby we may
serve God acceptably.” When we’re saved by grace
we learn that the same grace that saves us is the
same grace that empowers us to live holy lives. We
don’t need to sin because grace gives us power to
overcome sin. “Through him and for his name’s sake,
we received grace and apostleship to call people from

NEW IDENTITY MAGAZINE.COM

38

among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes
from faith.” (Romans 1:5, NIV) What else can this
mean except that our faith gives us power to obey
God? What are we to do with that power?
“We have different gifts, according to the grace given
us.” (Romans 12:6) What gift has God given us? It
seems to me we’re given a double measure of power.
Power to live obediently and power to perform the
gift he has given to us. Some of the grace gifts
are righteousness (Romans 5:15), and eternal life
(Romans 6:23). In 1 Corinthians 3:10, Galatians 2:9,
and Ephesians 3:2 Paul talks about using the gift he
received from God’s grace. These gifts may have
been wisdom, knowledge, faith, miracles, or healing.
We have considered some of the dimensions of
grace. We have seen that it’s the gift of God that
allows God to accept us into his kingdom. It’s
unmerited favor. Grace is the power of God living
inside us through the Holy Spirit that enables us to
resist temptations. Grace is the force that enables us
to live at peace with our neighbors. Grace gives us
favor to live day to day. Grace can be God’s presence.
We can’t boast about how much grace we have
because it’s a gift. But these are only the beginning
of grace. We’ll never know how much it cost for
Jesus to go to the cross for us. We’ll never be able to
understand the fullness of God’s love.

There is one dimension important enough to review
again. Ephesians 2:8 indicates grace is a free gift.
It isn’t the payment of a debt. “Now to a laborer, his
wages are not counted as a favor or a gift, but as an
obligation (something owed to him).” (Romans 4:4,
AMP) Nor is it obedience to the law. “For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.” (John 1:17, NIV). We ought always to
remember that we don’t deserve grace. It’s God’s free
gift.
The Christian life is an adventure and only two
things help us succeed; God’s grace and our faith.
Without them we have no relationship with Jesus.
Without them there is no salvation. Without them
there is no power for living.
Throughout our lives God introduced us to people,
brought us through circumstances, put us into
situations where we could choose his grace and
change our lives. God, in his grace gave us a chance
to be saved from our sin. All it took was faith. How
much faith? Faith the size of a mustard seed can
move a mountain. (Matthew 17:20) Less faith than
that can move God. He wants to extend his grace to
us. Thank God if we are humble enough to receive it.
Thank God for his saving grace.
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HOW WE
NEED TO BE
GENEROUS
THROUGHOUT
THE YEAR
By Stephanie Baker

ith the Christmas season comes the wish
lists, the frenzy of shoppers at the mall,
the jingle of the bells in front of Walmart stores, the filled shoe boxes for orphans, and
the extra food and presents at different charities’
food distributions. It’s the season of giving. But
why do we need a specific season to tell us when to
be generous and give to others? Doesn’t the Bible
command us to always be generous?

W
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The best way to honor God
and spread his love is to
imitate him with our
l i fe s t y l e , n o t j u s t t h e w a y
we live during the holiday
season.
During the Christmas season, people do not mind
giving more generously than usual to those in need.
Their reasoning? Because it’s Christmas. It’s the time
of the year when we buy presents for family, friends,
and strangers, and the poor line up outside of
charities to receive their Christmas dinner - because
no one should be without dinner on Christmas. We
imitate Jesus by giving to others; he gave his life for
us when he entered the world as a baby boy all those
years ago. Christmas reminds us of this and gives
us a reason to give gifts and show love to others. It
also causes us to feel obligated and pressured to give
to others. Even non-Christians feel this pressure. If
they don’t give, they’re a Scrooge, and no one wants
to be seen that way. We use the holiday season to
show others that we’re really generous people - and
we feel good about ourselves when we give.

But imagine if someone only ever paid attention to
you at Christmas time. They felt this fulfilled their
duties of friendship towards you; because they
acted as your friend at Christmas, they did not feel
obligated to be your friend the rest of the year, and
they ignored you completely for eleven months out
of twelve. You wouldn’t really consider that person
your friend, would you? So why do we think we’re
fulfilling our “generosity” duties if we only give
at Christmas time? The truth is, we’re not. We’re
not showing Christ’s love to those in need; we’re
indirectly telling them that they help us feel better
about ourselves when we give to them at Christmas
and that’s their only purpose. This might not be what
we mean to tell them, but if we ignore them the rest
of the year, that very well could be the message we’re
sending.
So what about the rest of the year? Yes, Christmas is
a special season that should bring together families
and friends around food and gifts and love. No one
should be without dinner on Christmas, but no one
should be without dinner on any given day of the
year. Why do our duties in December negate any
other giving we should be doing the rest of the year?
They shouldn’t. Any gifts we give at Christmas are
meaningless if they are not followed up by a habit of
generosity and a loving friendship with the person
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or family. The best way to honor God and spread his
love is to imitate him with our lifestyle, not just the
way we live during the holiday season.
In our society, it is okay for anyone to be a Scrooge
for eleven months of the year, as long as they have
a heart of giving around Christmas. When God
commanded us to give to others, he did not put a
caveat or time frame on when that giving should take
place. We should not need a reason to give to others.
It should be an act of love, which needs no reason to
give a gift. Jesus had no reason to give his life besides
his love for us. It should be the same when we give to
others. The best gifts are surprises, the ones we are
not looking for, and those come without reasons.
The next time you are being unusually generous
around Christmas time, remember that people need
help throughout the year, not just at Christmas. They
aren’t just a charity case - they are real people who
should be shown love, not just generosity. Love has
no time constraints. We should imitate God’s love
for us throughout the year, not just at Christmas.
Generosity should be a habit, not a Christmas
tradition. Only then will people truly see the love of
God in your generous actions.

L o v e h a s n o t i m e c o n s t ra i n t s .
time? Well, you can actually do those same acts of
Christmas giving at any time of the year. Serve
food to the poor at a soup kitchen. Send presents to
a family in need, just don’t wrap them in Christmas
paper. Donate monthly to a charity of your choice.
Sponsor a child from another country. Navigating
through all the different charities can be daunting, so
here are five of my favorites: World Vision, Salvation
Army, Feeding America, Habitat for Humanity
International, Compassion International. You can also
search for local charities that have opportunities for
you to donate your time, not just your money, and
begin to form relationships with the less fortunate in
your area. Check out Local Independent Charities of
America to find the charities in your town that you
can generously give to.

How can you give year-round when all of the
charities seem to only come out at Christmas
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HOW DO
WE KNOW
IF OUR
DECISIONS
ARE THE
ONES GOD
WOULD
HAVE US
MAKE?
By Kelli Ward

s Christians it seems as if more weight is put on
our decisions because we don’t know if we have
God’s seal of approval on our choice or not. So
after going back and forth, we are left with the what
if. What if this job isn’t for me? What if the man that
I’m about to marry is not the husband God wants for
me? What if I fail because of this decision? Let’s be
honest, we all go through this, whether a believer
or a non-believer. The wonderful thing about God
though, is that he will not allow something to come
into our lives without purpose. This means that even
if you think you’ve made the wrong decision, if God’s
plan is to right it, he will do so, one way or another.
God’s always there to pick you up and there’s always
a purpose behind every decision made whether it’s to
teach you or to help you grow in a certain area.

A

So how do we stop questioning the decisions that
we make every day? In order to be at rest with a
decision, we must be sure that our decision aligns
with the Word of God and we must go to God in
prayer.
God has supplied Christians with his Word, the Bible,
for a reason. When making a decision, you should
ask yourself, does this coincide with who God is, as
represented in the Bible? Does this new job hurt or
help people? Does the man I’m about to marry mirror
God? If the answer is the antithesis of who God is,
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then it is not the right move.
As people, we tend to see what is right in front of
us. Remember when God called Moses to deliver
a speech to the children of Israel and Moses had a
conversation with God about his eloquence? Moses
didn’t see himself as a leader. He saw himself as
someone who was never eloquent in speech; in fact
he said he was “slow of speech and tongue.” But God
saw his potential and said, “Who gave human beings
their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who
gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the
Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach
you what to say.” (Exodus 4:11, NIV) We may question
a decision because it seems as if we are not equipped
with the tools we need to succeed, but we must be
hopeful and believe that “with God all things are
possible.” (Matthew 19:26) After all, as his children,
God has our backs.

" Fo r y o u a r e a l l s o n s o f
G o d t h r o u g h fa i t h i n
Christ Jesus"
(Galatians 3:26).When
making a decision, you
should ask yourself,
does this coincide with
who God is, as
represented in the
Bible?

When Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew
6:9-13, he says to ask God for our “daily bread.” That
means that God supplies us with just enough for that
day. No more, no less. Also, he makes sure that we
are fed every day. For those in a place of privilege,
this may mean physical nourishment, but there are
also those throughout the world who pray but don’t
get fed every day in that respect. Might it also mean
a spiritual appetite? Giving us the spiritual strength
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P r a y e r i s t h e m o s t e f fe c t i v e
tool because God urges us to
come boldly to him.

and perseverance for another day and hope for the
future? This hope allows us to rely more on God.
This includes not beating ourselves up with what
ifs. Is this easy? Sitting back and watching God do
his thing? Um...no. But is life easy? The Bible says in
Acts 14:22, “…We must go through many hardships
to enter the kingdom of God.”
Prayer is the most effective tool because God urges
us to come boldly to him. That means that we can
take anything to him in prayer, anything. Before
praying, recount the times in your life when God
showed up and showed all that he is and what he
can do. Make sure you also “lay aside every weight,”
(Hebrews 12:1) meaning that you will not allow any
anger, disappointment, or issue of the day to cloud
your prayer time. Ask God for what you want, but
ask that above all else, his will be done.

What ifs only lead to worry, trouble, and disbelief.
Dare yourself to step out of what you see and
mediate on who God is. When making your next
small or big decision remember these words, straight
from the Father’s mouth, to his children’s ears:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by
worrying add a single hour to your life?” (Matthew
6:25-27, NIV).
Since God’s hand is in what you will eat, drink, and
wear, he is surely in every decision that you make if
you let him lead you.
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Dear God,
Thank you for the opportunity to read the stories
of what you are doing in the lives of others. I
desire to know you more and find my purpose and
identity in you. I want to take my first steps by
simply coming to you and asking you to forgive
me for all the things that have kept me from you.
Jesus, I recognize that my sins are forgiven
because you cleared all my wrongs on the cross.
May you cleanse me and make me new. Holy
Spirit, guide me in all truth and give me the
strength to follow in your ways.
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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